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Praying and working are, to the true servant of 
God, different manifestations of the same spirit-life. 
But to him who is not in God’s service they are dif- 
ferent acts, each one rendering the other more or less 
unnecessary. The true Christian worker prays, not 
so much because he deems prayer necessary, as because 
the prayer is an essential part of his working. And 
he who truly prays works toward the end for which 
he prays, because his working is an essential element 
of his praying. In short, to the Christian, that which 
is worth praying for is worth workirg for, and that 
which is worth working for is worth praying for. 


How a truth is told has much to do with making a 
truth attractive or repellent. It is not. enough to 
speak a truth that ought to be spoken: it is needful 
to speak it in such a manner as to influence in its 
favor those who hear it spoken. <A fault may be 
pointed out in a spirit that will prompt the one cor- 
rected to turn from that fault, or in a spirit that will 
tend to fix him firmly in its defense. When a promi- 
nent English artist was told that his portrait of Rus- 
kin flattered its original, his answer was, ‘“ No, it is 





only the ‘truth told lovingly.” How much more of 
gladness of heart, and of added interest in the right, 
there would be if the truth, when it was told, were 
always told lovingly! But, in order to tell the truth 
lovingly, we must first look at it lovingly. 


A scholar is sometimes more important than a class, 
in the Sunday-school. The class as a whole may be 
doing well, while a single scholar in it may be lack- 
ing in a purpose of life, or be in special peril through 
outside temptations, when a timely personal word 
from the teacher to that scholar would be of more 
practical service than a score of lessons taught to 
the class as a class, Many.a teacher who has seemed 
successful with his class, has lacked power with his 
scholars individually; and many a teacher who has 
apparently lacked efficiency in his class work, has 
been a means of untold good through his efforts with 
his scholars severally. If the choice must be made, 
it were better for a teacher to have power over his 
scholars, than to have brilliancy of success with his 
class. But a still better way is to care for both class 
and scholars efficiently. 


The same thing seen from different points of view 
is, to all outward appearances, different things. Each 
one of us is virtually as many different persons as 
there are observers of us. To a child who asked why 
a distant woodland looked so blue, the father replied 
that the woodland would look the color of the trees 
near by, if he were close to it; and the trees now 
near would then look blue, as the woodland looked 
now. The child showed evidences of astonishment at 
these mutations in things so independent of him, and 
yet so dependent for their appearance upon him. 
We older children ought not to wonder at the child’s 
wondering over what seems so simple a matter of daily 
experience, We ought rather to wonder, when we 
complain of being misunderstood, why it is that we 
forget the varying points of view from which we are 
observed. The point of view is an important factor 
in the viewing. 


We are variously constituted as regards spiritual 
dangers. Christ saw that the young man who had 
great riches could be safe only in getting rid of them 
as they were entangling his soul. He saw in one of 
those who offered himself for discipleship some trait 
of character which made it harmful for him to 
attend the funeral services ot his own father. 
But he did not forbid either funerals or wealth 
in advising these two of their danger. Our duty 
is that of watchfulness as to what destroys our de- 
light in God, and get rid of that for ourselves. 
This makes the duty of Christian watchfulness an 
imperative one. We are to take nothing on trust, 
‘but to examine all things,—the habits and traditions 
of the society in which we move, its serious pursuits 
quite as much as its amusements, the maxims current 
in the business or the profession which employs us, 
the books and newspapers we read, the tone of the 
society in which we move, our personal habits in 
solitude, and all our relations to other men. It is 
through the infinitesimal changes to which such 
examination will lead, that the coming of the king- 
dom will be hastened, quite as much as by any of the 
great social convulsions to which we look for its 


hastening. When the Christian conscience is thus 
exercised intelligently upon the whole scope of life, 
not in a censorious or captious fashion, but with an 
honest desire to put out of Christ’s way anything that 
seems to hinder his access to men and to society, we 
shall have both less of sitting in judgment upon each 
other and more earnest purification of “the streets of 
Jerusalem.” 





THE GAINFUL COST OF FRIENDSHIP. 


He who would fain have the gains of friendship, 
may well ask himself if le is willing to make the 
necessary outlay of friendship ; for friendship returns 
its chiefest gains only to him who is ready te give 
everything to his friend, and to ask nothing from his 
friend. “Grant unto us,” asked two of the friends 
of Jesus, “ that we may sit, one on thy right hand, 
and the other on thy left, in thy glory. But Jesus 
said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye 
able to drink the eup that I drink? or to be bap- 
tized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
Many a longing one since the days of John and 
James has wished for the returns of a loving devoted- 
ness without counting the countless cost of such a 
devotion. 


“ All like the purchase; few the price will pay: 
And this makes friends such miracles below.” 


“Ye canna’ be a guid freen’ ohne peyin’ for’t,” is 
a Scotch proverb with a truth for all peoples, The 
outlay in a real friendship’s cost is threefold: an 
outlay in self-surrender ; an outlay in suffering for 
one’s friend ; an outlay in suffering from one’s friend ; 
and these three items of outlay are expensive and 
remunerating in the order of their naming. 

A loving self-forgetfulness costs something, but it 
is a virtue which brings a glad return in proportion 
to its generous outlay. Publius Syrus said: “ Enmity 
costs less than affection ;” that is, there is no such 
outlay in disregarding others as in giving to others 
loving service. This is unmistakably true; but it is 
also true that affection gains more than enmity, and 


| that there is no such personal advantage in loving 


only one’s self as in loving another above one’s self. 
Sharing, or, what is more, bearing and engrossing 


»| another’s griefs and trials, demands a larger outlay 


of sympathy and of strength in endurance than is 
called for in carrying only one’s personal sorrows; 
yet this very outlay is its own return accordingly, 
enlarging and strengthening the heart which it taxes, 
There is no such thing as being a friend without 
taking on burdens as a friend. 

This certainty of an increased outlay of heart’s 
blood through the demands of an unselfish affection, 
it is that prompted the selfish maxim of the icy- 
hearted Booddha: “ Let, therefore, no man love any- 
thing; loss of the beloved is evil. Those who love 
nothing and hate nothing, have no fetters.” And it 
is in answer to this disloyal cry of the self-insulating 
soul, that our Christian laureate rings back the 
rejoinder : 

“T hold it true, whate’er befall; 
I feel it when I sorrow most ; 
’Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all.” 


In no realm is it truer than in the realm of the 





affections, that “it is more blessed to give than to 
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‘receive ;” and it is in illustration and in proof of 
this primal principle that in that outlay of self 
which makes one a friend there is gained that in- 
come of added capability of friendship which is the 
chiefest reward of being a friend. 

The uttermost outlay of an unselfish friendship is, 
however, liable to be in the loving endurance of suf- 
fering from a friend. And nothing better proves, or 
more surely advantages, a true friendship, than this 
willing outlay of self, when the need exists, under 
the inflictions of pain,—unkind, thoughtless, or all 
unconscious, as they may be,—on the part of the one 
loved. The very capacity for an absolutely unselfish 
affection includes a keen sensitiveness in the direction 
of that affection; and no love is more liable to mis- 
conception—through its very absence of apparent 
motive—than a love that is without limit or claim or 
eraving. Hence no one can so deeply wound a true 
friend as the one to whom a person is a true friend. 

“The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table” tells of 
the side door of the heart which enters at once into 
the secret chambers of one’s being, and of the peril of 
trusting a key to that door to any loved one. “Be 
very careful to whom you trust one of these keys of 
the side door,” he says. ‘The fact of possessing one 
renders those even who are dear to you very terrible 
at times. .. . Some of them have a scale of your whole 
nervous system, and can play all the gamut of your 
sensibilities in semitones,—touching the naked nerve- 
pulps as a pianist strikes his instrument... . No 
stranger can get a great many notes of torture out of 
a human soul; it takes one that knows it well.” 
Susan Coolidge phrases this same thought more 
seriously : 

* Roses have thorns; and love is thorny too; 
And this is love’s sharp thorn which guards its 
flower,— 
That our belovéd have the cruel power 
To hurt us deeper than all others do. 


“The heart attuned to our heart like a charm, 
Beat answering beat, as echo answers song,— 
If the throb falter, or the pulse beat wrong, 

How shall it fail to grieve us or to harm?” 

That there is in the truest friendship a possible 
call to this outlay of suffering from a friend’s fault or 
a friend’s failure, or from some mutual misundergtand- 
ing, is obvious because of the human imperfectness of 
both the loving and the loved; yet it is also obvious 
that, because a true friendship consists in loving un- 
selfishly and unswervingly, therefore the larger the 
outlay of necessary unselfish performance, or of neces- 
sary unselfish endurance, in a friendship, the larger 
the subjective results of that friendship in the en- 
larged and ever-enlarging heart that thus loves and 
does and endures uuselfishly. 

*‘ A friend is worth all hazards we can run. 
Poor is the friendless master of a world: 
A world in purchase of a friend is gain.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


 Nore.—This department has its purpose and its limitations 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which the space 
can conveniently be found. Its limitations are fixed by the 
requirements of other departments. There are times when 
“Yen letters which mighi have a place here are received, where 
one can be printed. Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
dre cordially invited, even though not all of them ean be 
responded to. Under no circumstances is an anonymous letter 
either answered or read by the Editor. The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwriting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 
of purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule 
be responded to, in this department or by private letter. 


One of the best ways of getting the better of many a 
doubt or worry is by running away from it, instead of 


stopping to have a tussle with it. Going on in spite of, 


temptations is often better than waiting to subdue tempta- 
tions. It is of this truth that a troubled worker in Ohio 
needs reminder, in answer to his letter as follows: 

T am a deacon in our church and secretary of our Sunday- 
school, and I try to enter heartily into all branches of the Mas- 
ter’s work. But notwithstanding this, my faith is such at times 


that I fairly have to wrestle in order to make myself believe 
the many blessed truths contdined in the Bible, or uttered by 
God’s ministers. I try tolive a life worthy of my calling every 
way. Now, what is lacking in my case, and what can I do in 
order that I may fully enjoy a Cliristian’sjoy? I know that I 
am a believer, yet am I as fally converted as I can and should 
be? and what is the reason for the state described above ? 

You seem to be on the right track in going ahead in 
the Christian life, joy or nojoy. But you are wasting 
time in stopping to wrestle in order to make yourself 
believe all that you world like to have joy in believing. 
An able-bodied man can make himself doubt the reality 
of his own existence, or the preciousness of almost any 
truth that is worth living for, if he stops other work in 
order to convince himself just there. Christian joy is 
an incident of the Christian life; it is not to be madean 
object or aim in that life. When tempted to doubt, as 
you confess you have been, just say with all your heart, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan,” and push ahead in the 
line of Christian duty. 


There are questions of Sunday-school administration 
that must be settled for each school by itself, according 
to its denominational usages. No general rule can be 
given that is alike applicable to all cases. Yet sugges- 
tions may be of service even under such circumstances. 
An ex-superintendent in New Hampshire asks a ques- 
tion of this kind, as follows: 

Can you inform us, in your ‘‘ Noteson Open Letters,” whether, 
in case of the death or resignation of a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent, the assistant takes the office of his superior, or not? 
And, in case of a new election of officers, should a new superin- 
tendent, or an assistant, be chosen? Or, if the assistant be still 
assistant, can he be legally elected superintendent, and an 
assistant chosen ? 

A Sunday-school that is under the control of a local 
church, or that has its own constitution or bond of 
agreement, should be bound by the regulations thus pro- 
vided for it, But the very title of an “ assistant superin- 
tendent” would indicate that the officer was to assist, or 
to act for, the superintendent, while the latter was in 
office. In case of the death or resignation of the super- 
intendent, the office of superintendent would be thereby 
vacated. While the assistant superintendent would 
naturally act in the superintendent’s place until a new 
superintendent was chosen, the office to be filled by an 
election would be that of superintendent, . The assistant 
superintendent would certainly be eligible to the position 
of superintendent; and, if he were elected, his promotion 
would vacate the office of assistant superintendent. 


Simple questions of grammar and spelling have their 
interest to readers of The Sunday School Times, and 
there are occasions when such questions are worthy of 
notice in these columns. Here, for example, comes a 
theological professor from New York State with a chal- 
lenge of an editorial expression in The Sunday School 
Times as.ungrammatical. He says: 

I write to call attention to what seems to me to be a violation 
of grammatical principle in your second editorial note in The 
Sunday School Times of January 24. You say “ To manfully 
assert” and “to manfully acknowledge.”’ The rule violated is 
this (in substance): No word should stand between the sign 
“to” of the infinitive, and the verb form. Would it not be 
better, in every way, to say, “to assert manfully,” and “to 
acknowledge manfully”? It occurs to me that the matter is 
of sufficient importance-to find a place in your ‘‘ Notes on Open 
Letters,” lest others may fall into the same mistake. 

It is often the case that an adverb must be inserted 
between the sign of the infinitive and the verb, in such 
a way as to make a new verb by the arrangement. Thus 
we say, “To half-do a needful work may be no better 
than not to do it at all.” “To uplift,” and “to up- 
rear,” are recognized illustrations of this method. Any 
grammar, or work on English composition, that is written 
in these days, ought to make mention of this method 
that is now established usage. In his new and impor- 
tant work on English Prose, Professor John Earle, of 
the University of Oxford, treats this subject quite fully. 
He says: “ As regards the collocation of the adverb with 
the phrasal infinitive, a most astonishing change has 


the éo and the verb. At first it was only in the more 
negligent sort of writing, and the phenomenon was dis- 
regarded as a thing of no account. But... it became 
apparent, about twenty years ago, that any one who was 
interested in the course of the English language could 
no longer afford to ignore this innovation.” He then 
cites illustrations of this method from The Spectator, 


users of English. In conclusion, he says: “We must 
recognize in this innovation an instinctive effort to satisfy 
the desire for greater lucidity.” That there is much 








come up in our time; namely, that of placing it between | 


The London Times, Matthew. Arnold, and other careful 


That it should be employed with caution, and only for 


an obvious purpose, is unmistakable. But that itis at 


times needful and justifiable is certainly true; and the 


grammars of the future will recognize this, even more 
generally than they now do. 








CONTRASTS, 
BY RICHARD E. BURTON, PH.D, 


Strange, that we creatures of the petty ways, 
Poor prisoners behind these fleshly bars, 

Can sometimes think us thoughts with God ablaze, 
Touching the fringes of the outer stars. 


And stranger still that, having flown so high 
And stool unshamed in shining presences, 
We can resunie our smallness, nor imply 
In mien or gesture what that memory is. 
Hartford, Conn. 





THE REVOLT FROM UNBELIEF. 


BY PROFESSOR ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, D.D. 


There is a mistranslated passage in the Second Epistle 
to the Corinthians, which is recalled to us by a statement 
in the recent November number of The Westminster 
Review. The Apostle’s saying is: ‘ If our gospel be hid, 
it is hid by (literally, “ among”) the things which are 
perishing, by the which the God of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not;” that is, 
whatever comes between the spirit of man and the good 
news of God must perish. The very fact of its being ari 
obstruction to God’s purpose of self-disclosure dooms it 
to destruction, Thus when even the elect nation, by ita 
rejection of its true King, became a force to obstruct and 
obscure the gospel from the vision of the ancient world, 
it also must perish asa nation. God will not spare his 
most precious things,—not the nation dear to him for the 
fathers’ sakes, That also must come to nothingness, if it 
be a means of blinding men to the joy and the glory 
offered us in his Son. 

In our times, scientific materialism has been an obscur- 
ing force of this evil nature. The theory of evolution 
by the mere pressure of environment on the living 
organism, which we call Darwinism, has been regarded: 
as a sufficient explanation of the life and nature of man, 
equally with the external order of the physical world. 
In the heyday of its novelty the hypothesis was worked 
hard by its adherents, who sought to construct by it a 
complete philosophy of the known universe of mind and 
matter, to the exclusion of spiritual hypotheses of every 
kind. The culmination was reached in 1876, at the Bel- 
fast meeting of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, when Professor Tyndall announced that 
science had discovered in matter the promise and the 
potency of every form of life. For a time thereafte 
there was a strong drift of common opinion, cepeially 
among the young, toward this evolutionary materialism; 
Science, they supposed, had found out theology and 
philosophy. It had discovered their hollowness, and 
there was no farther use for Bibles and churches except 
as objects of antiquarian interest. The effect of all thik 
was especially visible among young men of scientifié 
pursuits, The average man who follows the average of 
opinion in his set, was disposed to deny the existence of 
any forces too great or too subtle for the scales or the 
analysis of the laboratory. Those who were strong 
enough to have an opinion of their own, and who exer- 
cised it by refusing to jump to the conclusions suggested 
by these new hypotheses, were regarded as curious ans 
achronisms, 

The Westminster Review, which always has repre- 
sented the anti-Christian, though never the atheistic, 
cause in this great controversy, sees indications of a 
reaction against this materialist tendency. It calls atten- 
tio to the fact that a recent expounder of Herbert Spen- 
cer’s philosophy—a lady whom Mr. Spencer himself 
ranks beside George Eliot in’ point of philosophical 
capacity—avows herself an idealist although an evola- 
tionist, and finds quite inadequate Mr. Spencer’s deriva- 
tion of morality from non-moral elements in the primi- 
tive mind, such as fear and social pressure. Such elements, 
she very rightly thinks, “could not have been even the 
remote ancestors of the spontaneous and exalted joy 

which accompanies devotion to truth, heroic self-sacri- 
fice, enthusiasm for human welfare.” The Review 
quotes with approval another recent English author, 
also an evolutionist, who says: “ We are living in times 
of great surprises, and perhaps one surprise the more 
may be in store for the world,—to see again some old 





eexbinstines’in' the wan'of Gide fit stats Ue abaltel 


faces, that it had thought the faces of mummies, peering 




















































































— 


es 


a 


‘sd 



















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





115 








upon it with kindling and undimmed eye; to hear again 


some spheral music that great souls are said once to 
have heard, but which we have come to regard as 
Orphie fables.” From these statements, coming from 
such sources, The Review infers “that there is already 
a reaction setting in against the first effects of the recep- 
tion of the doctrine of evolution. The first impression 
was that those who accepted it must embrace a purely 
materialistic, if not mechanical, theory of life, from 
which all poetry, enthusiasm, and speculation must be 
banished.” 

This testimony as to a new drift of opinion is corfirmed 
from American experience. Mr. Moody says he finds in 
the inquiry room far fewer young men who are beset by 
difficulties of the skeptical kind than he did ten, or even 
five, years ago. An eminent botanist recently said to 
us: “It is not so long since those who, like myself, com- 
bined scientific pursuits with a Christian faith, were 
regarded as anachronisms. If the present tendency 
continue, before long it is the other kind of scientific 
man who will be thought out of date.” 

There are several things which have contributed to 
this result, helping to work out the grand providential 
purpose which underlies the change. One of these was 
the discovery that evolution is not the all-sufficient 
explanation of the known universe that it was supposed 
to be. Now that the novelty has worn off, although it 
has taken its place among the working hypotheses of 
natural science, it has no longer the dominance as a 
principle which was claimed for it. It is very generally 
admitted that there are gaps in the evidence of its truth 
which have not been supplied, and that there are resi- 
dual facts for which it does not account. So, instead of 
being regarded as an all-sufficient theory of things, it is 
now held provisionally and tentatively even by many of 
those who are among its best recognized exponents. 

Another circumstance which has helped to bring the 
intellectual world back to a saner attitude of mind 
is the general sobriety and fairness with which Christian 
thinkers have treated the evolution hypothesis. Of 
course, there have been alarms and exaggerations in 
plenty; but alarmists have not controlled the conduct 
of the defense of Christian truth. In general, it has been 
conceded frankly that there is a field in which science 
is at home and theology is not, and that within that 
field it has a right to speak with the authority of knowl- 
edge, The evidence as to the reality and the extent of 
the workings of evolution have been heard with patience 
and courtesy. The readjustments of previous opinion 
to new fact have been effected with calmness, And it is 
after this has been done that the new claim of science 
to construct a complete philosophy of the universe in 
all its relations has been challenged with the greater 
force. St. George Mivart, Sir William Thomson, Mr. 
Beale, Professor J.G. Schurman, Professor Drummond, 
Professor Virchow, Principal Dawson, Professor Le 
Conte, among scientific men; J. J. Murphy, Bishop 
Temple, George Mattheson, Dr. McCosh, Professor 
Woodrow, among the theologians,—are representatives 
of a criticism of the materialistic form of the evolution 
theory, which is at once open to the evidence of facts, 
and firm in the assertion of spiritual truth. On the 
whole, the defense of assailed principles has been con- 
ducted in a fashion which stands in sharp contrast to 
the fright evoked, for instance, by the publication of 
“ Essays and Reviews,” in 1861, or Bishop Colenso’s “On 
the Pentateuch,” a few years later. It marks a gain in 
sobriety, which is an evidence of a sounder faith. And 
if even Mr. Darwin was impressed by the hearty assent 
Charles Kingsley gave to the theory of evolution without 
surrendering his Christian faith, and felt it as an influ- 
ence which held himself back from any needless collision 
with Christian doctrines, the effect cannot have been 
small which this body of sober, open-minded, and Chris- 
tian critics have exerted on scientific opinion generally. 

Quite as good service has been rendered by the posi- 
tive assertion and progressive study of Christian truth, 
which has been going forward. It is not a Christian 
world which is advancing on every line of Christian 
science that is likely to succumb to the attacks of skep- 
ticism. And never was Christian scholarship and phi- 
losophy so busy, and busy to such good results, as in our 
own time. In the discussion of the fundamental truths 
of spiritual philosophy, in the readjustment of Christian 
doctrine to new discoveries in other fields, in the study 
of the languages and contents of the great documents of 
the Christian revelation and their local and historical 
relations, in the juster appreciation of the non-Christian 
faiths and their relations to our own, in the investigation 
of the history of the Christian Church through all its 
phases, in the application of Christian truth to the prac- 


tical needs of modern society and of individual! souls, our 
generation has been the most fruitful of any since the 
beginning. A vigorous, growing, active church has in 
itself the principle of safety, as it is in the path of duty. 

Our greatest danger now is from another kind of ma- 
terialism,—that which fills up the heart with the posses- 
sions and the pleasures of a visible, and therefore always 
fascinating, world. The lust of the eye and the pride of 
life beset us. Combined with the soundest theoretic 
faith in unseen realities, we find the intensest devotion 
to “the things that perish in the using.” This is that 
by which the god of this world blinds the minds of men 
‘to the glorious gospel of a gift of grace and salvation, 
which makes the story of Calvary less potent to break 
hard hearts, because our love of the world and its posses- 
sions has made the reality of the divine gift less intel- 
ligible to us. But this also will perish, in ways we know 
not of,—perhaps by a gradual illumination of men’s 
hearts as to the true uses of life,—the true riches; per- 
baps by a violent reaction such as Francis began in pros- 
perous Assisi, starting in his father’s well-filled mercer- 
shop, wedding thousands of souls to poverty as to a bride. 
God will take his own way. 


University of Pennsylvania, 





THE DURATION OF A TEACHER’S 
INFLUENCE. 
BY CYNTHIA MORGAN ST. JOHN. 


Is there any limit to this influence? ‘Whence comes 
it? By chance? Unsought? The boys and girls in 
our classes grow into manhood and womanhood, and 
pass, as it were, from our lives, and, too often, from our 
thoughts. Are we in any measure responsible, as the 
years speed along, for their grasp upon things spiritual ; 
or, having passed from our classes, may we wash our 
hands of farther responsibility? Once conscious of the 
sacredness of this trust,—than which none is more 
sacred,—shall change of surroundings, increase of years, 
or weight of new cares, relieve us from all accountability? 

Let me state, as briefly as I can, an incident which has 
pressed this matter upon my own heart. Twenty years 
ago, a very young lady had placed in her Sunday-schoo!l 
class an awkward boy scarcely younger than herself. 
He disappeared after a few weeks, and, when it was 
discovered that he had been sent to jail for stealing 
some trifle, the lady visited him. The poor fellow pro- 
tested his innocence, said he was arrested with the guilty 
parties, and had no opportunity to prove his honesty, 
Coming out of prison, he avoided companionship, re- 
fused to go back to day-school,—in which he had been 
interested,—but clung still to his Sunday-school, for the 
simple reason that his teacher had had faith in his inno- 
cency. 

A sympathy then grew up between the two which 
was both strong and fruitful, and, though under re- 
ligious instruction for a comparatively short time, he 
grasped the meaning of the essentials of -Christ’s teach- 
ing as many a privileged child fails to comprehend it. 
He visited his teacher after leaving the school, and, in- 
directly, she had opportunity to befriend him for several 
years,—until he was of age; in fact, when he found 
employment out of town. 

This engagement did not last long, but from this 
period the teqcher’s effort to do him good ceased. He 
married a shiftiess, ignorant girl, and into theit poor home 
the helpless babes came but too rapidly. His friend of 
former days met occasionally a rough, unshaven man, 
whose dissipated habits were evident in his face. Only 
once within the twelve or fifteen years which rapidly 
passed did she come in contact with him. 

The occasion of this one visit was to grant him per- 
mission to name his first child for her,—the request 
had been made on the ground that this lady was “the 
only friend” he had had in all his life. This Christian 
woman eased her conscience by sending old clothes, 
occasionally, or new, to the child, toys at Christmas 
time, and religious reading to the man. It was with 
surprise and consternation, then, that the teacher of 
twenty years ago heard that her former scholar stood at 
her door, and would not be sent away. Such a 
wretch of a man as stood before her,—soiled and tat- 
tered in clothing, bloated in countenance! But avoid 
the affectionate greeting, the broken-hearted, weeping 
man who would tell his life’s story, and cast himself 
upon her mercy,—avoid it she could not. He had for- 
gotten, when in her presence, the flight of years; he 
went back to the old sympathy of teacher for pupil, 
never doubting that it was his. 

At first she only tolerated his presence, and listened 





with an effort at patience to his vehement words, She 





was willing to help him get out of town to the employment 
which awaited him if only he had the money to pay his car- 
fare; she was sorry for his hungry children, and was wil- 
ling to feed them; she pitied his loss of faith in Christ and 
in Christians; she regretted that hard, unfeeling employ- 
ers and his own habits had made him what he was; but 
get beyond the man—his degradation—she found this 
impossible, until her hard heart was melted by the reali- 
zation that all through the years she had been the one 
star in his heaven; that he had longed, when passing 
her upon the street, for one word from her, one bit of 
sympathy and expression of hope. When her tears 
mingled with his, she got near enough to his condition 
to understand and sympathize, She felt, when thinking 
of it afterward, that she was never nearer heaven than 
during the remaining hour of that intense visit. Then 
she saw why the Master sought, and, in turn, was sought 
by, the wretched, those conscious of sin and degradation, 
—the hungry, friendless men and women. They alone 
were waiting to welcome his salvation! It was with joy, 
and, at the same time, with consternation, that this 
woman realized her heaven-sent task to lift this soul up 
toward his Father’s forgiveness. 

Let us pass over the sacred scene which followed. A 
year has passed since that night’s visit; but to-day he 
is an industrious, a sober, and a’ believing man, A 
weekly note and a supply of good reading have been 
sources of strength and comfort to him. 

This instance is not cited to set forth the power of a 
true child of God. It isto me but one example to prove 
how blindly we may go through life, unconscious of our 
most glorious privileges and most pressing duties, think- 
ing only of self, forgetful of our trusts. Teachers, are 
there none about us who once believed in God because 
he was our God, whose condition is too sin-weighted to 
be reached by the unsympathetic, and who are waiting 
for the expression of sympathy from us; who are waiting 
for us to get down from our self-consciousness into one- 
ness with them? And, after all, when we do get where 
we belong, we shall find that the distance was not great, 

Ithaca, N. Y. 





LAYING ASIDE A WEIGHT. 
BY A, RAY LOVETT. 


Burdens maxe up a part of our every-day life. We 
hold them as a necessity, until sometimes they become 
too grievous to be borne. Perhaps a word of my,own 
experience may be helpful to other teachers. 

Three or four years ago, I was teacher of a Sunday- 
school class of young women, between twenty-five and 
thirty years of age. The class had been mine for several 
years, Changes had, of course, crept in. Many of my 
girls had married and left the city, until only six or 
seven members were left. 

Difficulties arose, and the care of this class became an 
intolerable burden. I dreaded Sunday on its account, 
In vain I endeavored, by harder study, by calls, and by 
arranging for social meetings, to create an enthusiasm 
that would lift the weight, but all in vain. Can any 
teacher understand how I longed for an excuse to give 
up such a care? 

Finally, I went to the superintendent, and, without 
entering into particulars, I asked him to relieve me of 
the responsibility. 

“T will take any other class in the Sunday-school. I 
will do anything you may suggest, I'll go out into the 
streets and gather in the children; only let me change, 
and relieve this pressure.” 

But the superintendent shook his head. 

“No, I’m not willing to do it. I can’t doit. Keep 
them yourself. I don’t. know what your trouble is, but 
I don’t want to make any change.” 

I went home in dismay. It actually seemed to me 
that I would go away out of thecity. I would take some 
means to avoid this strain that had become unendurable, 

The next Sunday afternoon, after another session with- 
out any heart or enjoyment in it, there came the thought, 
as if it had been a new one, that Christ had promised to 
give us rest in our labor,—not from it, but in it. 

I laid the whole case before our heavenly Father, and 
with it left the responsibility to Christ, and made the 
claim that henceforth it should not be my class, even in 
my own thought; it should become his, and I would 
only be his servant in it, 

There was an actual giving up, as much as if another 
teacher had been substituted. 

And now followed a blessed experience,—my burden 
was gone. In place of the weight and the care came a 
sense of freedom and ease. 

When I went into the class on the next Sunday, I took 
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with it the assurance that they were not mine to be 
troubled about; they all belonged to Christ. In a few 
months came a new member,—a young mother, whospoke 
with joy of the help she found there. The difficulties 
smoothed away of themselves, and finally vanished alto- 
gether. The class filled up until eighteen names stood 
upon our list, They seemed to be drawn together in 
love and fellowship. Mothers who could not come to 
church frequently came in for a little while, and asked 
for the practical thought to take home with them through 
the week. 

Oh! the joy of that actual help I cannot express— 

not my care any more, but Christ’s. Prayer for his 
guidance brought the certainty of an answer; and in 
place of an indifference to those whom it had not been 
easy to love, came & warm outpouring of affection. 
’ Christ meant exactly what he said: “ Come unto me, 
all ye that are heavy laden.” Weare not able to carry 
loads. Our work is poor enough at its best, but keep 
the brow smooth and the spirit light; for Christ holds 
infinite strength. 

The reality of his presence in your class, his Spirit in 
your heart, will make the teaching such a pleasure that 
you will actually look forward through the week to that 
hour. Don’t carry a burden. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
te 
BILLY TEMPLE’S TWENTY-SECOND 
OF FEBRUARY. 


BY MARGARET NEWOCOMB, 








Billy Temple, you must know, was born on the very 
same day with George Washington. Not in the same 
year, of course, There:was just a hundred and fifty 
years’ difference in their ages. 

** Now that we are so old, mama, and not much trouble, 
why can’t I have a birthday party?” said Billy one day 
at dinner. 

“ But the baby is teething,” said Mrs. Temple, “ and 
old Mrs. Snell has the rheumatism, and Jessy and Dotty 
and Dolly have holes in. the elbows of their school- 
dresses, and—next year, Billy, you shall certainly have 
» @ party,—next year.” 

Neither Billy nor his brothers and sisters could look 
Glear over into next year, It is a long way off. 

“T think, Jessy,” said Jack, “that, as Bill is such a 
little chap, we ought to get up something for him, 
something new, not just mooning in the house, eating 
cake.” (Jack was quite ready for cake when he could 
get any.) 

“How could we make George Washington new?” 
mused Jack. 

There was the problem! The Temple children turned 
their active minds that day in one and the same direc- 
tion. How should they combine George Washington 
and something new, those two opposites, and make them 
serve for Billy’s entertainment? 

“T have it!” said Jack that night. “The wind is 
west, and the roads are awfully muddy, and the ice is 
thawing in the Potucket, and father’s going to give Bill 
some rubber boots for his birthday, and we’ll get out the 
big raft, and have Washington crossing the Delaware.” 

“ Bat I have no rubber boots,” cried Jessy. 

* What difference does that make?” said Jack, “ And 
we must read up, you know, and do it the right way; 
and we can wear the old coats in the garret, and have 
epaulets, and spurs, and”— 

“Shall we have horses, Jack?” said Dotty. 

“ On the raft, perhaps,” said Jack ; but the idea struck 
him. 

“Oh, yes!” cried the children. “Old Ramble! 
Father always lets us have Ramble. Think of Ramble 
on the raft!” 

“ But Billy must be George Washington,” said Jack. 
“T’ll manage the raft. He would upset us, sure as my 
name’s Jack Temple.” 

The next day the plan was disclosed to Billy. You 
should have seen the good news spread itself slowly over 
his ‘ace. 

First good-news: 
what regretful face. 
time? ’”’) 


“Rubber boots, Billy.” (A some- 
“ Why did you tell me before the 
Second good-news: 


“George Washington, Billy.” 
(A dignified face, now.) 
Third good-news: “ Crossing thé Delaware.” (A sur- 


‘and drawing their artillery on a go-cart, marched down 


portions, until it included almost the whole school, It 
was necessary to have the British Army, who must stand 
on the other side of the Potucket and retreat before 
George Washington. The part was not popular, and 
only by vowing that no other part should be open to 
them could Jack persuade some of the boys to. under- 
take it, 

“But we will not do the way he says,” argued the 
rebels in secret session at recess. “Jack Temple’s not 
the head of the world, and he’ll have to find it out. Let’s 
have some fire-crackers, and retreat a little way, and 
then turn round and fire.” 

Thus did the British plan their line of action. 

Jack was in his element preparing the raft for the 
expedition. He aiso marked out the ground for the 
retreat, drilled both sides in military tactics, appointed 
the generals, provided wooden swords for all, and knocked 
together a cannon out of an old water-pipe found in his 
father’s tool-shed. 

You will ask what wae left for George Washington to 
do? You have forgotten the speech. Jack was utterly 
useless in the matter of speeches, but Billy could make 
rhymes, and recite them too. Iam afraid he spent some 
precious lesson-hours writing “ night, fight,” and “‘knaves, 
braves.” But you shall hear the speech later. On the 
morning of Washington’s Birthday, Jack arose when it 
was barely light, and went down to the Potucket to 
rehearse his part of the celebration. If not the most 
showy, his part was certainly a difficult one. The 
Potucket was not a deep stream, but it was. wide at this 
season, and full of floating ice. 

“Tf only the girls would stay on shore,” 
Jack, as he pushed off. 

One naturally does not wish to upset an army of 
which the girls form a part. Jack much repented of 
his weakness in yielding to Jessy’s entreaties to go on 
the raft. He poled back and forth three times, and then 
went home to breakfast. Ashe took off his rubber boots, 
he heard strange sounds from the milk-room. Billy was 
rehearsing his part. 

The children spent that morning in the garret, where 
they were joined by many of their friends. Such shouts 
of laughter, such stamping and running to and fro, such 
a deafening din was never heard before, noteven in the 
Temples’ garret. Such a strange medley of old coats, 
old weapons, slouched hats, and enthused faces, was 
never seen before, not even in the Temples’ garret. 
Toward evening, the patriot army, leading old Ramble, 


muttered 


to their side of the Potucket. Little was said; asolemn 
silence had fallen on the soldiers, only the river’s im- 
petuous rush filled the air, 
“Tt is growing dark early to-night,” whispered Jessy 
to Dotty. ‘Do you suppose it is very stupid being the 
enemy? They are going to have cookies,” 
At this moment George Washington showed his gene- 
ralship. The spirits of his troops were at the lowest ebb 
at the sight of the raft and the rushing water, when he 
sang out the first verse of his speech ; 
“ Ye men of war, 

We leave the shore, 

Now let us say, 

‘Hip, hip, hurray!’” 
A feeble shout greeted this invitation. 

“ Oh, louder than that!” said Billy. 

“Hip, hip, hur-ray!” came from across the Potucket. 

It was the enemy, safe and happy with their cookies, 
who thus jeered. 

The grit of the Patriots was at once aroused, Their 
cheers made the woods ring as they boarded the raft. 
The cannon was placed in front, and George Washington 
stood beside it. With sword raised, with cloak floating 
upon the breeze, with his enormous hat framing a glow- 
ing face, he stood, and knew no fear; for fear and he had 
never met. 

Ramble was led by Colonel Isaac Weed, who stood on 
the edge of the raft with a wisp of hay in one hand and 
the bridle in the other. 

It was Ramble’s part to walk right behind the raft, 
and on his back rode Gencral Banks, He was armed 
with a sword, a switch, and a tin hora, 

They are off at last. The raft swings into the current. 
The tin horn sounds the note of triumph, General 
Washington waves his sword : 

Say, shall the wave 
Quench out the brave? 
Say, shall the sword 
Not find a ford?” 


“ Hip, hip, hur-ray!” cried Colonel Isaac Weed ; and 





prised face.) 
“You'll have a sword.” (An inspired face.) 
“ And make a speech.” (Rapture!) 


. ae: 
The celebration grew from day to day to wider pro- 


“Weed’s off!” cried Jack. “Hold her back, can’t 
you, fellers? Where's Ramble? - Look at Ramble!” 
Old Ramble’s white tail was turned in the direction 
of the raft. The whole affair was distasteful to him. 
The Patriots would have been glad to stop for the 
rescue of Colonel Isaac Weed, but it was not possible, 
The current was boiling along, and flinging the ice and 
the raft impetuopsly against one another. 
“ What though the night 

Fall on the fight? 

We'll put to flight 

Without a light!” 
cried the plucky Washington. 
The gallant words were received in blank silence. 
There were some on that raft who shut their eyes aswell 
as their lips, and held tight to one another’s hands. 
The shores each side of the river seemed to dance away 
before Jack Temple’s eyes, and the “roar, roar,” made 
him dizzy in spite of himself. Two pieces of ice closed 
on his steering pole and wrenched it out of his hand. 
He seized Billy’s sword. It broke short off. The boys 
who steered at the other side brought the raft around 
with an awful swoop, and then it stopped short. 
“What are you doing?” ‘cried Jack. 
jammed her on to Turtle Rock.” . 
It was true. The raft was stuck fast in the middle of 
the Potucket. 
“Oh, I like better standing still!” cried Dotty, open- 
ing her eyes. 
There was silence for a minute, and then Jessy burst 
out laughing. 
“The way Isaac Weed went off!” said Jessy. A faint 
smile passed about .the company. “If it isn’t deep,” 
argued Jessy, “ we needn’t be afraid,” 
“ Hip, hip, hurrah!” shouted the British. 
“ Hip, hip, hurrah!” answered the Patriots. 
“ Hip, hip, hurrah!” came feebly from behind. . 
General Banks and Colonel Isaac Weed, mounted on 
the unwilling Ramble, were actually forcing him to ford 
the Potucket. He had forded it often in summer with 
several children on his back; but to ford it in winter, 
he felt to be @ senseless thing. Still, if it must be done, 
it must be done well, 
“This: way, Weed,” shouted J ack. 
girls. We're stuck.” ~~ 
A shout of derision arose from the British camp. 
Billy’s spirit was on fire. 
“Come on!” he yelled, “They’re laughing at us.” 
“Stop, Bill,” said. Jack. “We're going to send the 
girls.” 
So it happened the girls were the first to cross over to 
the enemy. As Ramble picked his way with dignity 
through the noisy flood, the British watched in silence; 
but when the girls were landed safely, all decorum was 
atanend, It was vain to call fora retreat before three 
wet girls anda horse, The enemy threw up their hats, 
and waved their swords, They mounted George Wasb-: 
ington’s horse, and galloped about in full sight; all of 
which, you must know, was a great grief to the Patriots, 
who—some in the water, someon the raft—freed thems. 
selves from Turtle Rock, and, poling and pushing, made 
for the shore. 

“ Hi there!” shouted General Washington from the 
raft : . 


“ You’ve 


$ Take « the 


“Put up your staves, 
Ye coward knaves ! 
You'll go to bed 
Without your heads.” 
“ Hip, hip, hurrah!” shouted the Patriots. 
The British stood pettified with indignation. 
“We'll triamph win ! 
We'll pierce your skin! 
Before the dew 
We'll run you through!” 

Could such insulting language be endured? The 
British could not retort in poetry, but ug went the fire- 
crackers. 

Off went Ramble! Notthe whole British Army pe 
stop him. The affair, as I have said, was distasteful to 
him, and he was now determined to go home at once. 
Surrounded by the disgusted warriors, who beat bim 
with their swords, he gamboled on up hill, while the | 
Patriots gave full chase behind. 

“ Stop thief, stop thief!” yelled the Patriots. (“Stop 
Ramble!” they should have said.) 

Straight for the Temples’ barn went Ramble, and into 
it he went, and with him went the British, and bebind 
came Washington, the plucky, and clapped the barn- 
prac co aig The British were every one 





then there was a splash. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1891.] 


1. January 4.—The Kingdom Divided 


HELPS. 


1 Kings 12 : 1-17 








2s 'y 11.—Idolatry in Israel. 


3. January 18.—God’s Care of Elijah 


1 Kings 17 : 1-16 





4 January 25.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal.............1 Kings 18 : 25-39 


6. February 1.—Elijah at Horeb 


-1 Kings 19 : 1-18 





6. February 8.—Ahab's Covet 


1 Kings 21: 1-16 





7. February 15,—Elijah Taken to Heaven... 
8. February 22.—Elijah’s Successor.. 
9. March 1.—The Shunammite’s Son. 


mages 2 Kings 2: 1-11 
et Kings 2: 12-22 








2 Kings 4 : 25-37 





10. March 8.—Naaman bit 
11. March 15.—Gehazi Punished 


2 Kings 5: 1-14 
2 Kings 5 : 15-27 





12, March 22.—Elisha’s Defenders 


2 Kings 6 : 8-18 





18. March 29.—Review; or, Temperance Lesson, Isa, & : 11-23; or, Mis- 


sionary Lesson, Isa. t1: 1-10. © 





LESSON X., SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 1891. 
TirtE: NAAMAN HEALED. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(2 Kings 5: 1-14. Memory verses: 13, 14.) 


COMMON VERSION. 

1 Now Na&’a-man, captain of the 
host of the king of Syr’i-a, was a 
great man with his master, and 
_ honourable, because by him the 
Lorp had given deliverance unto 
Syr‘l-a; he was alsoa mighty man 
in valour, but he was a leper. 

2 And the Syr‘i-ans had gone 
out by companies, and had 
brought away captive out of the 
land of Is’ra-el a little maid; and 
she waited on Na’a-min’s wife. 

8 And shesaid unto her mistress, 
Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that isin Sa-méa’ri-a! for he 
would recover him of his leprosy. 

4 And one went in, and told his 
lord, saying, Thus and thus said 
the maid that is of the land of 
Is’ra-el, 

5 And the king of Syr’i-a said, 
Go to, go, and I will send a letter 
unto the king of Is’ra-el. And he 
departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver, and six thousand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment. 

6 And he brought the letter to 
the king of Is’ra-el, saying, Now 
when this letter iscome unto thee, 
behold, I have therewith sent Ni’a- 
mn my servant to thee, that thou 
mayest recover him of his leprosy. 

7 And it came to pass, when the 
king of Is’ra-el had read the letter, 
that he rent his clothes, and said, 
Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth send 
unto me to recover a man of his 
leprosy? Wherefore consider, I 
pray you, and see how he seeketh 
@ quarrel against me. 

8 | And it was so, when E-li’sha 
the man of God had heard that 
the king of Is‘ra-el had rent his 
clothes, that he sent to the king, 
saying, Wherefore hast thou rent 
thy clothes? let him come now to 
me, and he shall know that there 
is a prophet in Is’ra-el. 

9 So Na’/a-min came with his 
horses and wiih his chariot, and 
stood at the door of the house of 
E-li’sha. 

10 And E-li’sha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, Go and wash in 
Jordan seven times, and thy flesh 
shall come again to thee, and 
thou shalt be clean. 

11 But Na’a-m4n was wroth,and 
went away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He wiil surely come out 
to me, and stand, and call on the 
name of the LorD his God, and 
strike bis hand over the place, 
and recover the leper. 

12 Are not Ab’a-na and Phar’- 
par; rivers of Da-mas’cus, better 
than all the waters of Is’ra-el? 
may I not wash in them, and be 
clean? So he turned and went 
away in a rage, 

18 And his servants came near, 
and spake unto him, and said, 
My father, {the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, would- 
est thou not have done #/? how 
much rather then, when he saith 
to thee, Wash, and be clean? 


14 Then went be down, and | 


dipped himself seven times in 
Jordan, according to the saying 
of the man of God: and his fiesh 
came again like unto the flesh of 





a little child, and he was clean, 





1 Heb. before. *Heb. salvation, * Hi 
occasion 


*Or, an 
The A 


‘nerican Revisers 
substitute “ Jehovah” for “ the Lornp 





eb. was before. *Or, he *Or,shekels 
1 Heb. be thou clean. * Another reading ‘8, Amanah. 
would omit the marginal note to verse 12, and 


REVISED VERSION. 


1 Now Naaman, captain of the 
* host of the king of Syria, wasa 
great man !with his master, 
and honourable, because by 
him the LorpD had given ? vic- 
tory unto Syria: he was alsoa 
mighty man of valour,but he was 

2 aleper. And the Syrians had 
gone out in bands, and had 
brought away captive out of 
the land of Israel a little maid; 
and she * waited on Naaman’s 

8 wife. And she said unto her 
mistress, Would God my lord 
were | with the prophet that is 
in Samaria! then would he re- 

4 cover him of his leprosy. And 
4one went in, and told his lord, 
saying, Thus and thus said the 
maid that is of the land of Is- 

5 rael. And the king of Syria 
said, Go to, go, and I will send 
a letter unto the king of Israel. 
And he departed, and took with 
him ten talents of silver, and 
six thousand ° pieces of gold, 
and ten changes of raiment. 
6 And he brought the letter to 
the king of Israe], saying, And 
now when this letter is come 
unto thee, behold, I have sent 
Naaman my servany to thee, 
that thou mayest récover him 

7 of his leprosy. And it came to 
pass, when the king of Israel 
had read the letter,that he rent 
hisclothes, and said, Am I God, 
to kill and to make alive, that 
this man doth send unto me 
torecover aman of his leprosy? 
but consider, 1 pray you, and 
see how he seeketh °a quarrel 

8 against me. And it was so, 
when Elisha the man of God 
heard that the king of Israel 
had rent his ¢lothes, that he 
sent tothe king, saying, Where- 
fore bast thou rent thy clothes? 
let him come now to me, and 
he shall know that there isa 
prophet in Israel. So Naaman 
came with his horses and with 
his chariots, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying, Go and wash 
in Jordan seven times, and thy 
flesh shall come again to thee, 
and ‘thou shalt be clean. But 
Naaman was wroth, and went 
away, and said, Behold, I 
thought, He will surely come 
out to me, and stand, and call 
on the name of the Lorp bis 
God, and wave his hand over 
the place,anadrecover the leper. 
12 Are not * Abanah and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? 
may I not wash in them, and 
be clean? So he turned and 
13 went away in arage. And his 
servants Came near, and spake 
unto him, and said, My father, 

if the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? how 
much rather then, when he 
saith to thee, Wash, and be 

14 clean? Then went he down, 
and dipped hima lf seven times 

in Jordan, according tothe say- 
ing of the man of God: and his 
flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he 
was clean. 


wo 
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, LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: Sinning and Serving. 


Go.pen Text FOR THE QUARTER: Godliness is profitable 
unto all things.—1 Tim. 4 : 8. 





Lesson Toric: God's Servant Healing the Sick. 


1. Affi'cted with Leprosy, vs. 1-4. 
2. Seeking a Cure, vs. 5-9. 
3. Gaining a Cure, vs. 10-14. 


Gotpen Text: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy diseases.—Psa. 103 : 3. 


Lesson OUTLINE: { 





Darty Home Reaprnes: 


M.—2 Kings 5:1-14. Naaman healed. 
T.--Lev. 13 : 1-17; Detection of leprosy. 
W.—Lev. 14: 1-18, Cleansing the leper. 
T.—2 Kings 7: 1-20. The lepers of Samaria. 
F.—Mark 1 : 40-45, Jesus heals a leper. 
$.—Luke 17: 11-19, Jesus heals ten lepers, 
$.—1 John 1:1-10, Cleansing blood, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, AFFLICTED WITH LEPROSY. 
1. A Great Man: 


Naaman ... was a great man, .. . and honourable (1). 
Only in the throne will I be grater than thou (Gen. 41 : 40), 
Moses was very great in the land of Egypt (Exod. 11 : 3). 
Mordecai was great in the king’s house (Esther 9 : 4). 
Not many mighty, not many noble, are called (1 Cor. 1 : 26). 
il. A Hopeless Sufferer : 
But he was a leper (1). 
He is unclean; he shall dwellalone; without the cam . 13 : 46), 
Put out of the camp every leper (Num. 5 : 2) desta , 


He was a leper unto the day of his death (2 Ki 15 : 5). 
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us (Luke 17: 1). . 


lll. A Cheering Message: 
Then would he recover him of his leprosy (3). 
Then the priest shall pronounce him clean (Lev. 13 : 6).' 
I will cleanse them from all their iniquity (Jer. 83 : 8). 
Heal the sick, . . . cleanse the lepers (Mat. 10 : 8) 
The lepers are cleansed (Matt. 11 : 5). 
1. “He was also a mighty man of valour, but’”— (1) Rich; (2) 


Honored; (3) Valiant; (4) But.—(1) Possessed of much good ; (2 
Afflicted with serious evil. — ” 


2. “A little maid.”’ (1) Her lowly position; (2) Her tender years; 
(3) Her early faith; (4) Her confident confession ; (5) Her wide 


usefulness, 
8. “Thus and thus said the maid.” (1) The maiden’s story; (2) 


The prompt repetition ; (3) The happy result. 


II, SEEKING A CURE. 
1. Effort: 


Go, and I will send a letter wnto the king of Israel (5). 


That will I give to the man of God, to tell us our way (1 Sam. 9 : 8). 
= oy pans Send silver, . “pit, and . - raiment (2 Kings 5 : 5). 

ave sent Naaman, ... that thou mayest recover him (2 Kings5 : 6). 
A man’s gift maketh room for him (Prov, 18 : 16) : we 
ll. Dismay: 


He rent his clothes, and said, Am I God? (7.) 
Am I in God's stead? (Gen. 30 : 2.) 
See how he seeketh a quarrel against me (1 Kings 5 : 7). 
His knees smote one against another (Dan. 5 : 6). 
The king . . . covered him with sackcloth (Jonah 8 : 6). 
Wl. Confidence : ‘ 
He shali know that there is a prophet in Israel (8). 
Let it be known this day that thou art God (1 Kings 18 : 36). 
They said, The Lord, he is God (1 Kings 18 : 39). - ’ 
We have confidence in the Lord (2 Thess. 3 : 4). 
I know him whom I have believed (2 Tim. 1 : 12). 
1, “Go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel.” (1) The 
cing’s command ; (2) The king’s eoxvenpentionse ; (3) The king’s 
necess. 


2, “That thou mayest recover him of. his leprosy.” (1) Naaman’s 
hopeless disease; (2) Israel's sup wer; (3) Evria’s im- 

‘ perious demand ;- (4) Elisha’s triumphant success. 

mc (1) 


So Naaman... stood at the door of the house of Elisha.” 
Elisha’s lowly home ; (2) Naaman’s gorgeous retinue ; (3) Jeho- 
vah’s beneficent purposes, 


Ill, GAINING A CURE. 
1. The Command: “ 


Go and wash in Jordan seven times (10). 


Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward (Exod. 14 : 15). 
Pour out for the people, that they may eat @ Kings 4 : 41), 
Go, wash in the of Siloam (John 9 : 7). 

baptized, and wash away thy sins (Acts 22 : 16). 
il. The Submission: 

Then went he down, and dipped himself . . . in Jordan (14). 
Moses stfetched ont his hand over the sea (Exod. 14 : 21), 
He that humbleth himself shall be exaited (Luke 14 : 11). 


He went away therefore, and washed (John 9 : 7), 
Be subject therefore unto God (Jas. 4 : 7). 


WW. The Cure: 
And he was clean (14). 


The children of Israel went . . . upon the dry ground (Exod. 14 : 22). 
Thy faith hath made thee whole (Matt. 9 : 22). 
Her daughter was healed from that hour (Matt. 15 : 28), 
He... came seeing (John 9 : 7). 
1. “Go and wash in Jordan seven times.” (1) Naaman’s great 
. ex pees = gee hametins directions, 
os e turned and went away in arage.”’ (1) Disappol $ 
(2) Humiliated ; (3) E 5 ~ ae wy MOR 
8. “‘ How much ratherthen.” (1) The less preferable to the greater; 
A acca preferable to rebellion ; (8) Health preferable to 
ase. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


MIRACLES AT THE JORDAN. 


Crossed by the people (Josh. 8 : 14-17 ; 4 : 19-24). 
Elijah fed before Jordan (1 Kings 17 : 1-6). 
Crossed by Elijah (2 Kings 2 : 8). 

Crossed by Elisha (2 Kings 2 : 14). 

Naaman healed (2 Kings 5 : 9-14). 

Iron caused to swim (2 Kings 6 : 1-7). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 
INTERVENING Evexts.—Two further miracles are recorded 
in 2 Kings 4 : 38-44,—one, a purifying of poisonous pottage; 
the other, an increase of a supply of food. Both these took 





” througout. 


place during a famine. It is probable that this famine is 






that of seven years, spoken of in 2 Kings 8: 1-6. As Gehazi 
is introduced in that passage, it is inferred that he was not 
yet a leper, hence that the healing of Naaman should be 
placed after this famine, At all events, it seems likely that 
the wars spoken of in 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 (including Lesson 12) 
occurred before the events related in Lessons 10 and 11), 
Piaces.—Probuably first in Damascus, the capital of Syria, 
one of the most ancient cities, 133 miles north-east of Jeru- 
salem, on an elevated plain, more than two thousand feet 
above the sea-level; still a large and flourishing place. Elisha 
was living in Samaria. The Jordan was about twenty-five 
miles east of Samaria, but where Naaman bathed is unknown; 
probably at the nearest ford accessible by chariot from 
Samaria. 

Time.—Either in the fifth or eleventh year of the reign of 
Joram. The later date is to be accepted if the famine (2 
Kings 8) preceded. B.C. 891 or 885, according to the chronol- 
ogy of Joram’s reign, usually accepted. Davis seems to fix it 
in B.C. 850-849; that is, before the famine. (The figures in 
the margin of our reference Bibles, B.C. 894, are based upon 
the view that the order of the narrative in these chapters is 
chronological.) 

PErsons.—Naaman, a Syrian general; his wife and a little 
Hebrew maid; Ben-hadad II., king of Syria; Jehoram, or 
Joram, son of Ahab, king of Israel (not to be confounded 
with his contemporary and brotlfer-in-law, Jehoram, or Jo- 
ram, son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah); Elisha and a 
messenger; the servants of Naaman. 

Incrpents.—A captive Israelitish maid in the family of 
Naaman, a leprous Syrian general, tells her mistress that the 
prophet in Samaria can cure her master of his leprosy, 
When this saying is known, the king of Syria writes a letter 
to the king of Israel. Naaman, taking great treasure with 
him, brings the letter to the king of Israel. The latter rends 
his clothes, thinking the letter a pretext for a quarrel. 
Elisha, hearing of this, sends word to the king, bidding 
Naaman come to him. He comes to the house, and Elisha 
sends a messenger bidding him wash in Jordan seven 
times. Naaman is angry, having looked for an immediate 
cure by the hand of the prophet; he speaks of the rivers of 
Damascus, and turns away in arage, His servants remon- 
strate with him, and he obeys the prophet, and is cleansed of 
his leprosy. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


It is not only the doctrine of the New Testament, but of 
the Old as well, that the Lord is not the God of the Jews 
only, but also of the Gentiles (Rom. 3: 29). When Abram 
was first called to be the father of the chosen race, who should 
be for a time the depositaries of divine revelation and of the 
true religion, it was with explicit reference to the ultimate 
diffusion of these blessings and the salvation of the world 
(Gen. 12:3). The restriction was not with the view of 
excluding others from participation in the saving benefits 
granted to the seed of Abraham, but for their protection and 
perpetuation in the midst of prevailing idolatry and corrup- 
tion, until such time as the barriers could be safely thrown 
down and the church could assume the aggressive. Mean- 
while, intimations were given, from time to time, to remind 
the Israelites that they were not the exclusive favorites of 
heaven, but that God’s grace was for the Gentiles likewise, 
Such an intimation is contained in Elijah’s abode with the 
widow in Zarephath rather than with any of the widows of 
Israel, and in Elisha’s cleansing the leprosy of Naaman the 
Syrian rather than that of any of the lepers in Israel, as we 
learn from our Lord’s reference to them in the synagogue of 
Nazareth at the outset of his ministry (Luke 4 : 25-27). 

Verse 1—Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of 
Syria: He was general-in-chief of the forces of Ben-hadad, 
one of the most formidable of the foes of Israel, with whom 
they had been repeatedly at war. In fact, hostility was to 
such an extent the rule, that it is remarked (1 Kings 22: 1) 
as an unusual occurrence that three years passed without war 
between Syria and Israel.— Was q great man with (marg., 
“ before”) his master: Not only high in authority, but one of 
the most influential of his officers or counselors.— And honour- 
able: The Hebrew literally means one whose person was 
respected, or to whom partiality wasshown. He wasa favorite 
of the king, and held by him in the utmost esteem.— Because 
by him Jehovah had given victory (marg., “salvation;” Auth, 
Ver., “deliverance” ) unto Syria: It was because of his mili- 
tary successes that he was so highly regarded. The reference 
is most probably not to any iriumph gained over Israel, but 
over a much more formidable foe. The former could scarcely 
shave threatened Syria with so serious a disaster and over- 
throw that its prevention would be called a salvation for 
Syria. But we know from the cuneiform inscriptions that 
Assyria was beginning at this very juncture to extend its con- 
quests toward the west. Shalmaneser II. records three suc- 
cessive campaigns, in the ninth, eleventh, and fourteenth years 
of his reign, against Ben-hadad of Damascus, in all of which 
he claims the victory, as it is tie invariable habit of Oriental 
monarchs to do. Nevertheless, it is evident from his own 
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statements that in the first two of these “no con- 
quest was effected; Shalmaneser does not assert that he either 
received submission or imposed a tribute” (Rawlinson’s “ An- 
cient Monarchies,” Vol. IL, p. 103). Observe that Naaman’s 
siiecesses are not attributed to his own skill and generalship, 
nor to the forces which he had under command, but to the 
Lord, who is the universal sovereign, who controls the affairs 
of all men and of all nations, and who accomplishes his own 
designs even by means of those who know him not, and who 
do not recognize his hand in their affairs—He was aleo a 
mighty man of valour: In ancient warfare the combats were 
to a large extent hand-to-hand encounters, and physical 
strength as well as personal courage was an essential requisite 
in a successful soldier. But he was “a leper.” He was 
attacked with this loathsome and fatal disease, which dis- 
qualified and incapacitated him for active service. He had 
attained distinction and renown; he had a position of exalted 
rank and influence; he was the favorite of the king and the 
savior of his country. But all could not protect him from 
this fatal stroke, which shattered all his hopes, and blasted 
the confident expectations of his countrymen and his monarch, 

Verse 2,—And the Syrians had gone out in bands: They had 
made raids or predatory incursions into the territory of Israel. 
Many ancient wars were mere forays for the purpose of plun- 
der rather than conquest.—And had brought away captive out 
of the land of Israel a little nlaid : Captives taken in war were 
treated as slaves. That this little girl was torn from her 
home just at that time, that in the distribution of the booty 
she was assigned to Naaman, and that “she waited on Naa- 


man’s wife,” appeared to be purely casual. And yet she was 


appointed to bring health and life, and the knowledge of the 
true God, to one of the most eminent men in all Syria. 
: Verse 8.—And she said wnto her mistress, Would that my lord 


‘were with the prephet that is in Samaria: Not “ would God,” as 


in the Authorized and Revised Versions, Elisha’s house 
was in the city of Samaria (2 Kings 6 : 24, 832; comp. 2: 25). 
This little girl had heard in her own home the fame of his 
mighty deeds, and she believed that this servant of the living 
God could cure her master of a disease esteemed incurable.— 
Then would he recover him of his leprosy: She has a deep sym- 
pathy for him ; she believes that she knows how he can be 
healed; and she neither suffers her timidity nor any other 
reason to hinder her from telling of it. 

Verse 4.—And one (marg., “he”) went in, and told his lord : 
Word was promptly brought to the king, probably by Naa- 
man himself. The leper was debarred from society by the 
Mosaic law, because leprosy was treated as the symbol of 
moral contamination. But this was not the case in other 
nations. 

‘ Verse 5.—And the king of Syria said, Go to, go: Or, as we 
might say, “Come now, go,” the first verb being simply an 
incitement to action; the second, a direction to proceed upon 
his journey.—And I will gend a letter wnto the king of Israel: 
The king at this time was Jehoram, theson of Ahab (2 Kings 
8:1). Ben-hadad took a lively interest in the possible 
recovery of his favorite general, and at once proposed to send 
@ letter introducing him to Jehoram, and soliciting his kindly 
offices on his behalf.—And he departed, and took with him ten 
talents of silver and siz thousand pieces (marg., “shekels’’) of 
gold: He took rich presents that he might gain favor and 


. obtain his end. No gifts were too costly wherewith to pur- 


chase such a boon as he sought. The precious metals were 
not coined, but weighed ; and it is very difficult to ascertain 
the value of ancient weights with precision. According to 
the elaborate estimate of Mr. Poole, of the British Museum, 
in Smith’s “ Dictionary of ihe Bible,” based on a comparison 
of the various standards of antiquity, the Hebrew silver talent 
contained 8,000 shekels, weighing about 220 grains each; 
while the gold shekel weighed about 132 grains each. Upon 
this basis, we may estimate the silver at something like 
$16,000, and the gold at about $34,000.—And ten changes of 
raiment: Clothing is often combined with the precious metals 
as articles that were hoarded and held to be indicative of 
wealth (Exod. 12: 35; Josh.7;21; 22:8; Job 27: 16; 
Acts 20: 38). Presents of clothing are therefore spoken of 
as highly valued (Gen, 45: 22; Judg. 14: 12,13; 1 Sam. 
18: 4; Esther 4: 4). 

Verse 6.—Saying: What follows is an extract from the 
letter, or its substance briefly stated, not a message additional 
to the letter.— Behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, 
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy: Ben-hadad assumed 
that the readiest way to secure the assistance of the prophet 
was to notify the king, in whose service he took for granted 
that Elisha was. 

Verse 7.—He rent his clothes: This was a common token, 
not only of mourning (Gen. 37: 84; 1 Kings 21: 27; 2 Kings 


2+: 12), but also of horror and indignation (Ezra 9: 8; Matt.9 


26 : 65). Jehoram was shocked to find that the impossible 
was expected of him, that so unreasonable a demand was 
made, and he was apprehensive of the consequences that 
might ensue.—And said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive? 
God alone has the sovereign power of life and death (comp. 
Deut. 32: 89; 1Sam. 2:6). This is an attribute of omnipo- 
tence, to which no creature can lay claim.—That this man 
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counted a living death, the flesh decaying away while the 
sufferer still lived. He might as well be expected to raise 
the dead, as to cure a leper.— But consider, I pray you, and see 
how he secketh a quarrel (marg., “an occasion”) against me: 
He could have no other idea than that this was a pretext, 
and that Ben-hadad’s real object was to create an occasion 
for a quarrel, He remembered, perhaps, how unreasonable 
a demand this same king had once-made upon his father (1 
Kings 20: 7). It never seems to have occurred to Jehoram 
that there was a power in Israel that could heal the leper. 
He never once thought of appealing to Elisha, or consulting 
him about the matter. He evidently had no love for Elisha, 
ard perhaps no faith in his power. Though not a worshiper 
of Baal, as Ahab was, he adhered to the idolatry ofthe golden 
calves (2 Kings 3 : 2, 3), for whieh Elisha had sternly rebuked. 
him (vs. 13,14). The little slave-girl was better informed, 
and had more real religious knowledge, than the king of 
Israel, 

Verse 8.— Word was soon brought to Elisha, and was doubt- 
less circulated throughout the city, of the extraordinary mes- 
sage sent by the king of Syria, and how the king of Israel 
was affected by it; wherefore Elisha “sent to the king, say- 
ing, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes?” There is no 
occasion for such a manifestation of emotion or alarm.—Let 
him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in 
Israel: He shall find out, by experience, what the king himself 
seemed to be ignorant of, that there is a commissioned ser- 
vant of the Lord, through whom he reveals his will, and by 
whom he manifests his power. This is a distinction which 
Israel enjoys alone among all the nations of the world. An 
accredited prophet of the living God is here, who can heal 
the leprosy. 

Verse 9.—So Naaman came with. his horses and with his 
chariots: His entire retinue (v. 15), by. which he was at- 
tended, proportioned to his rank,—And stood at the door of 
the house of Elisha: It was doubtless an humble, unpreten- 
tious dwelling, but here he sought and obtained what was 
not to be found at the palace of the king. 

Verse 10.—And Elisha sent a messenger wnto him: Naaman 
had expected to be most obsequiously treated,—an officer of 
such rank, with so imposing a retinue, and bearing such 
princely presents. The prophet with quiet dignity shows 
himself to be quite unaffected by all this outward splendor, 
and deals with him as with any ordinary person. If Naaman 
was the favorite of the king of Syria, Elisha was the prophet 
of the King of kings. He showed Naaman no discourtesy, 
treated him with no rudeness; but, on-the other hand, he 
conceded nothing to Naaman’s overweening sense of his own 
importance. Elisha had no favors to ask; he had a distin- 
guished benefit to impart, And one of the conditions of its 
bestowment was an humble mind and a docile spirit on the part 
of him who would obtain it.—Saying, Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times: The miracle could have been Wrought with equal 
ease without any material appliance. There was no virtue 
in the water of the Jordan to heal this disease, Faith in the 
word of God as uttered by his prophet, and obedience to his 
direction, were demanded as a prerequisite to the cure (comp. 
John9:7). This purpose might have been answered equally 
well by any other requirement. But he was told to do this 
particular thing because of its symbolic significance. Leprosy 
was defilement; washing was the symbol of cleansing and 
purification. And the river Jordan in the Lord’s land repre- 
sented a cleansing by his immediate agency. Seven times, 
both from its significance as the number of perfection and 
because the repetition afforded a further test of Naaman’s 
faith. The cure was not effected until the number was com- 
plete. If he had dipped himself six times, and gone away, 
he would have experienced no cure (comp. 1 Kings 18: 43, 
44; Josh.6:15,16). It has been further suggested that both 
the washing and the number seven seem to have been adopted 
from the Levitical ritual of cleansing a leper (Lev. 14: 7, 8). 
—And thy flesh shall come again to thee: The flesh destroyed 
by the disease shall be restored as in health.—And thou shalt 
be clean: The leper was accounted ceremonially unclean. By 
the cure of the disease this uncleanness would be removed, 

Verse 11.—But Naaman was wroth: The original term is 
very strong and expressive: “He broke out in a rage.”— 
And went away: Not to do as he was bidden, but wishing to 
have nothing more to do with the prophet, by whom he 
thought himself disrespectfully treated, and who had pro- 
posed to him a method of cure which he regarded as ridicu- 
lous.—And said, Behold, I thought: He had formed his own 
idea of what the prophet would do, and, because he did not 
do as Naaman had expected, he was offended, and was indis- 
posed to. pay any attention to the direction given him.— He 
will surely come out to mé: He expected this deference to be 
shown to his rank, as though he had done the prophet an 
honor by coming to be healed by him.—And stand, and call on 
the name of Jehovah his God: He counted upon some great 
display of all the agencies connected with the prophetic art; 
that the prophet would go through some impressive manifes- 
tations, arid especially that he would invoke his God with 
great solemnity. And merely to have a message sent him 
to do a commonplace thing was so foreign to all his ideas 





doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy: Leprosy was 


place: That is, over the infected part, and, by this symbol of 
his healing power, “recover the leper.” 

Verse 12.—Are not Abanah (or “Amarah”) and Pharpar, 
the rivers of Damascus: Their modern names are the Barada, 
which flows through the city, and the Awaj, which is a short 
distance from it. Their water is more limpid and pure than 
that of the Jordan, and Naaman might naturally think that, 
if bathing was all that was requisite to effect a cure, they 
would answer quite as well, if not better. He forgot that it 
was not the natural efficacy of the water, but the divine 
power accompanying the appointed means, from which the 
benefit was to be expected. 

Verse 18.—But the servants were wiser than their master. 
in the present instance, and remonstrated with him for the. 
folly and unreasonableness of his conduct. My father: A 
form of respectful address.—TIf the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? He would have 
done anything in his power, however difficult or toilsome, in 
order to regain his health.—How much rather then, when he 
saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? If he was willing to do the 
greater, why not do the less, as the prophet had enjoined? 
Verse 14.—His faith and obedience were rewarded. Not 
that there was any merit in his faith, or any healing virtne 
in the water; but he used the means as he was directed, and 
the promised result followed by an immediate exercise of. 
Almighty power. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D. 


The incident of Naaman’s leprosy and recovery must have- 
happened in one of those intervals of peace between Israel 

and Syria which had been 60 often broken by fierce wars.- 
Ahab was dead, and Joram, his son, reigned in his stead.’ 
The trade-loving Phenicians sought only gain, and excited’ 
no fear ‘in Israel, especially since the alliance with Tyre: 
through Jezebel. Judah also was connected by marriage 

with the Samarian dynasty. But the possibility of trouble 

from Syria was a standing alarm to the northern kingdom; 

for, in spite of a previous alliance with it against Assyria, it 

had twice, in late years, invaded Samaria. Ahab, in fact, had 

at last fallen, in trying to wrest from Ben-hadad the strong 

town of Ramoth, in Gilead, which had been retained by 

Syria in the teeth of a formal agreement to give it back to 

Israel; and, strange to say, Joram also was to be wounded at 

a second attack on the same fastness, and to die by the-hand” 
of Jehu while still feeble from the misfortune. A succession” 
of kings who took the name of Ben-hadad had reigned in 

Damascus, and, under them, as the generalissimo of their host, 

Naaman, a great soldier, had long been a terror to Israel, for 

the audacity and skill with which he had retrieved the for- 

tunes of Syria after defeat, and for the fierce incursions into 

the Hebrew territory, by which he had spoiled and harassed 

wide districts. Indeed, it is very probable that to him was 

due the defeat of Ahab before Ramoth-Gilead, which was 

the crowning triumph of the Syrian arms in these years. At‘ 
home, and in the lands around, his name must have. been- 
famous. 

Honor so great, accompanied as it was with all the luxury 
and flattering elevation of the highest rank under the throne, - 
seemed to make his lot enviable beyond words. But only the 
bird in the nest that looks so soft and beautiful knows of the 
thorn that pierces its breast through all. Naaman had been- 
stricken with leprosy, and, as a leper, was apparently dis- 
qualified, not only from holding his great command, but even 
from mixing with his fellow-men. His outward grandeur 
and real misery were a vivid lesson of the vanity of human 
ambitions,—such a lesson as was given the world when the 
then Crown-prince of Germany rode in magnificent uniform, 
the stateliest of all the twenty princes who followed the car-: 
riage of Queen Victoria on her Jubilee procession, while, 
amidst the cheers and/ailmiration he drew from thousands, 
he felt thet the fatal disease which was to strike him down, 
after a three months’ reign as emperor, was already gnawing 
at histhroat. Leprosy was as hopeless, though not so quickly 
fatal, as the fell ailment of the magnificent German prince- 
warrior. Hope cast down her eyes. The sunshine of life hid 
itself behind the thick clouds of so great a calamity. 

But what man could not do, was easy for,God. Among the 
Israelites swept off from Hebrew territory, to serve as slaves 
to the Syrians, was a young girl, who had been fortunate 
enough to be chosen as a waiting-maid to Naaman’s wife. 
Her mistress and she no doubt often talked of the sad trouble 
that rested on the household. One day, however, the girl 
bethought her of the wonders known throughout Isreel as 
done by Elisha the prophet, and made bold to tell her 
thoughts to the great lady. “Would God,” said she, “my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! then would 
he recover him of his leprosy.” Naaman soon heard this 
glimpse of hope, and it was forthwith discussed with the 
king, whose permission for the journey was, no doubt, needed. 
“Go, certainly, and at. once,” said Ben-hadad; “and I will 
myself send a letter to the king of Israel, asking him jo heal 
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yer, and fine raiment, as presents to all concerned, to secure 
their good-will.” He evidently thought that the prophet 
was either head of an order of magi, or high-priest of Israel, 
and, in either case, more easily moved by a word from his 
sovereign than by direct appeal to himself. Besides, to heal 
go well known an enemy might be thought more than any 
‘Hebrew would be willing to do without a royal command. 
The curtness of the missive, however, nearly ruined the 
whole scheme. On reading the Syrian king’s words, Joram 
fancied he saw a delibera'e purpose to fasten a quarrel on 
him, as an excuse for a new war. Rending his clothes in his 
agitation and grief, he appealed to those around whether it 
was reasonable to ask him to heal a man of leprosy. Was 
he God, to kill and to make alive? for only God could heal 
‘this terrible disease. Tongues, however, were as busy then 
as they are now in repeating everything new; and a matter 
so sensational as the alarm of the king, at this supposed plot 
of the enemy at Damascus, flew from mouth to mouth. Very 
soon spreading through the town, Elisha at last heard of it, 
and at once solved the difficulty. Sending to Joram,—not 
himself going,—he caused the message to be delivered to him: 
“Why have you rent your clothes? Let the man now come 
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

The poor king, much relieved, lost no time, we may be 
sure, in conveying these words to Naaman, and’ the great 
man presently drove, with his chariots and horses, to the 
house of Elisha. The pleasant hill of Samaria had seldom 
seen so gay a cavalcade, and, assuredly, no citizen had ever 
before had so great an honor done him as was now shown to 
the prophet. Naaman had come all the way from Damascus, 
the bearer of a royal letter; he was head of the army of Syria, 
—his equipage and suite showed his high rank,—and he had 
come to the door of Elisha’s humble dwelling, instead of 
haughtily sending for him. Having shown such courtesy, 
he expected to be received as he fancied became him. But 
Elisha, with a grand dignity, as befitted the representative of 
the King of kings, only sent out his attendant with a message 
directing the sufferer to “go to Jordan and wash in it seven 
times, and his flesh would come again to him, and he would 
be clean.” “Is that all?” muttered Naaman, in a rage. “I 
thought he would certainly come out to me, at least, and 
stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave 
his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are not 
Abana, which flows, broad and clear, from the snows of 
Lebanon, through the streets of Damascus, and Pharpar, 
which flows into it, as bright and sunny, better than all the 
waters of Israel, mere passing torrents as they are, or dark 
and muddy, as Jordan is? May I not wash in them and be 
clean?” “Turn the horses,” cried he to his charioteer, and 
drove off through the narrow street in a rage. - 

But anger is seldom wise. What it hindered the master from 
seeing, was judged more sensibly by his retinue. Coming to 
him, apparently in a body, their spokesman, modestly, but 
with evident judgment, strove to bring him to more sober 
thoughts. 
you do some great thing, would you not have done it? How 
much rather, then, when he says, ‘ Wash, and be clean’?” 
Naaman saw his mistake. His pride and his foolish dicta- 
tion of the mode in which he would expect to be cured had 
led him astray. Now, however, like a manly character, he 
frankly admitted that he was wrong, and ordered his driver 
to take the road to the Jordan; the nearest one being down 
the Wady Farah, which descends to the south-east, and opens 
on the river, opposite the mouth of the Zerka. Or he may 
have driven north to E-draelon, and thence descended the 
steep defile which sinks to Bethshean, with its ford, on 
the east. 

Humility is the first sign of a healthy spiritual state, and, 
in this case, was the precursor of restored physical vigor; 
for, after dipping seven times in the Jordan, “ his flesh come 
again like the flesh of a little child, and he wasclean.” From 
what followed, however, on his return to Elisha, it is certain 
that even he did not fancy it was any virtue in the waters 
that had healed him; for he asuribed his cure to the great 
power of the prophet’s God. Lowly, unquestioning obedi- 
ence to God’s command had been rewarded by God's favor, 
as it is always, in some form or other, even novy. 


Talbothurst, Bournemouth, England. 





QUARRELING WITH HIS MEDICINE. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


There isa “but” in every life, because there is one in 
every character. All Naaman’s glories and honors were 
served to him with the sour sauce of leprosy. Commander- 
in-chief of the Syrian army, high in favor with Ben-hadad, 
renowned for military success (Jewish tradition says that it 
was he who killed Ahab), he was more to be pitied than 
envied, for “he was a leper.” So God mingles onr Jots, and 
makes prosperity wholesome and adversity tolerable. A 
little chink may let in much light, and the captive maid, 
with her heart warm to her mistress and cherishing no bitter- 
ness against her captors, can tell, in her childish way, of the 
great prophet, whose name she does not seem to know. The 
Septuagint makes Naaman’s wife speak in verse 4, “ She went 


“My father,” said he, “if the prophet had bid ; 


in and told her lord;” the Hebrew seems rather'to make it 
Naaman’s communication to the king, but in no case is the 
indefinite “one” needed. 

The curt letter, of which only the material part is given 
in verse 6, is insolent enough, and superciliously leaves the 
task of finding out the prophet, whom Ben-hadad thought to 
be a mere tool of Joram’s, to that monarch. The one king 
is insolent; the other, in his agitation, has forgotten Elisha, 
who lived at his very door, and whom he had good cause to 
remember (2 Rings 3: 13, etc.). But kings have short mem- 
ories for prophets’ services, and the captive girl was wiser 
than the king. Joram may despair, but Elisha is confident. 
His message to his king has a noble ring of assured power and 
consciousness of his propheticdignity. “ Let him come now 
to me,” as befits a suitor. The great end of miracle is clearly 
put in “he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 
That was not self-assertion, from which the gentle nature of 
Elisha was wholly free, but upholding the honor of his office, 
and, therein, of Him who had appointed him toit. The pic- 
ture of the long train of Naaman’s attendants, and especially 
of horses and chariots drawn up at Elisha’s humble door, has 
stamped itself on the writer’s mind, as well it might. Here 
is the dreaded soldier, who wielded the power that had 
often made Tsrael tremble, sitting, a humble suppliant, out- 
side the prophet’s house. The sight paid off a good many 
old scores. 

Sc much for the preliminaries of the cure. Now we come 
to the main point of this lesson. The prophet’s singular lack 
of courtesy is first to be noted. His conduct would be rude, 
if there were not good reason for it. It is quite unlike his 
usual manner, which was gracious, accessible, and oblivious 
of his dignity. Why is he thus wanting in the ordinary 
forms of Eastern welcome, and unsympathetic and reserved ? 
He could not have treated Naaman’s humblest horse-boy 
otherwise, Is it national enmity, or the incivility by which 
inferiors sometimes pretend to express contempt for rank or 
eminence? No, it is part of the treatment which Naaman 
needed, to cure him of a worse plague than leprosy, which 
itself should have cured him of it, but had failed todoso. A 
fouler taint disfigured his soul, even a swollen overestimate 
of himself ; and to cure him of that;and make him humble, 
would be a better service than that which he had come all 
this way, and brought all this wealth, to secure. 

Now, Elisha’s conduct may serve as an illustration of one 
characteristic of God’s great message of healing for the world. 
The gospel puts us all on one level, and treats us all in the 
same fashion. Naaman wanted to be dealt with as a great 
man who happened to be a leper; Elisha served him as a 
leper who happened to be a great man. So Christianity 
brushes aside all surface distinctions, and goes down to the 
deep-lying identities of characterand need. The same disease 
is eating its way beneath the royal robes and the laborer’s 
jacket. Cholera is the same in ladies and gentlemen as in 
homeless waifs, and the doctor has to treat prince and slave 
in the same way. We have to be content to be dealt with, 
not as cultivated, educated, refined, distinguished people, but 
as sinners; for we are all alike in that, -But many of us dis- 
like this, and want to be cured indeed, but with proper 
deference. We want to go to heaven, but do not like to ride 
in a public car, with all sorts of people, and would prefer a 
private’conveyance. So Naaman flounced out in a rage, be- 
cause Elisha did not “come out” and pay him proper tespect. 
But that impartial treatment of all is the glory of the gospel, 
and is the precursor of as universal a healing. “God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all,” 

Again, God’s cure puts its messenger in the background. 
Naaman wanted to see Elisha, not cnly for the sake of proper 
respect to his position, but because, heathen-like, he expected 
incantations and ceremonies, and something for sense to lay 
hold of. If Elisha had come and waved his hand over the 
diseased patches on his body, he world have been satisfied. 
But the prophet stays indoors, because he has nothing to do 
with the cure but to proclaim how to obtain it. He is only 
a voice. His personality disappears. He brings the sick 
man into the presence of the true physician’s prescription, 
and there leaves him. So our sense-bound nature is always 
ready to fly to forms and sacraments and outward means, 
administered by priests, as the vehicles of forgiveness and 
cleansing. But God's messenger has no such function. He 
has simply to proclaim the conditions of cure. This retiring 
from all apparent participation in the cure—a feature com- 
mon to many of Elisha’s miracles—was not only due to his 
modest character, but was especially instructive in the case 
of a heathen like Naaman, who would be familiar with pre- 
tenders to magic, and would but have classed Elisha with 
them, if he had taken more active part in his cure. 

Again, God’s way of curing men of the leprosy of their sin 
is distasteful because of its very simplicity. Naaman thinks 
that washing may cleanse filth, but not leprosy. He is angry, 
too, that he should be sent to Jordan, and, with a true touch 
of national pride and contempt, contrasts the clear, sparkling, 
cool waters, which still make Damascus and its environs a 
paradise, with the tawny stream of the muddy Jordan, the 





river of his country’s hereditary foes. Pride and “ patriotism” 





revolt from such a cure. And so this man is ready, in a fit 
of haughty anger, to keep his leprosy and lose his trouble. 
He will rather go foul and eaten up by that hideous plague 
all his days, than submit to be cured in such a fashion. He 
has plenty of successors living yet, who prefer not to be saved 
from their sins, because the way is offensive to their self- 
esteem. . 

Naaman had good servants. The little maid sent him to 
Elisha, and now his attendants will not let him go. They 
dare to oppose him, and their doing so shows well for them 
and him. It would have been easy to have fallen in with his) 
humor, and to have said, “ Let us teach this insolent prophet 
a lesson, and pull his house about his ears.” The true friends 
of a man high in station are those who remonstrate with him, 
when passion threatens to overpower common sense pru- 
dence. The worst service we can do is to fan the fire, The 
servants’ advice is so undeniably reasonable that there is no 
resisting it. Naaman had already “done a great thing,” in 
coming to the foreign soil, and seeking help from an Israelite, 
as well as in bringing so large a reward, which he was ready 
to give for healing, and now to refuse to do so simple a thing 
would be preposterous, But it is a peculiarity of human 
nature, that it is always more willing to seek great ends by 
difficult than by easy paths, and suspects simple means if 
they profess to accomplish large results. We see the same 
tendency everywhere. Man loves involution, and trouble, and 
effort. God loves simplicity. The most unreasonable and 
tragic instance is the frequent rejection of the Gospel, just 
because there is so little for us to do in order to be cured. It 
asks nothing from us but our acceptance of itsterms. People 
are willing to fast and go on pilgrimages, and practice aus- 
terities, to swing with hooks in their shoulder-blades or to 
hold their hands up till the arm is stiffened, or to build 
churches, and spend money and pains to secure salvation, 
however falsely they may conceive of the nature of it; but 
they are not willing to give up trying to do anything, and to 
take salvation as God's free gift. Why should we rig up 
elaborate pumping machinery, to bring water to our doors, 
when the river is flowing past us, and all we have to do is to 
hold out our empty cups? God’s great arch needs no scaf- 
folding of ours to hold it up. 

In Naaman’s case, there was no natural connection between 
the remedy and the cure. The washing was only a test of 
obedience, and a token that the healing came wholly from 
God. But there is power in the blood of Christ to cleanse 
from allsin. This fountain is opened for sin and for unclean- 
ness. It can wash away all these, and it only can. Not all 
the waters of Damascus can take away leprosy from the body 
or sin from the soul. Our guilt would “the multitudinons 
seas incarnadine.” Nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ 
has power to wash away the guilt of the past or to cleanse 
from the power of sin. The proved effects of the simple 
application of that blood by faith are sufficient to show to all 
the reasonableness of the nfethod, harsh as it is to our pride, 
which God prescribes for our healing. 

But there is a distinct parallel between the miracle and 
the greater miracle which cleanses a sinful heart, in that in 
both the cure is suspended on simple compliance with the 
terms, and that, in regard to the gospel healing, the sole con- 
dition of being cleansed is to let Christ cleanse us. “Wash 
and be clean” is the one call of Christ’s love. It was not 
easy to provide that all-cleansing fountain. To do so required 
the mystery of Incarnation and the agony of Calvary; but, 
being. provided, all else is simple. Jesus has done all, and 
we have but to accept what is done. “ Wash and be clean” 
is a command shadowing forth “the soul-quickening words, 
Believe and live.” 


Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 


The Lord ruled in Syria, as well as Judea (v. 1). Indeed, 
ruling in one nation necessitates our ruling all surrounding 
nations, Take God out of Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, atid 
America, and there would be nothing worth having left. 
Could we see behind the facts, we would see why one party 
goes up and the other goes down. God had as great a con- 
cern for Naaman’s personal welfare as for his national vic- 
tories, Perhaps he sent the little maid, like another Joseph, 
to be the means of his healing and salvation. 

Questionless, the great captain was kind to the little slave, 
so that she loved him. 

Elisha’s fame must have filled all the land, for the little 
maid was probably taken near the eastern border. 

Men make mistakes in seeking salvation. They apply at 
the wrong place,—earthly courts, and places of power; to the 
wrong person,—a king of society, or thought. Go to a hum- 
ble chapel, and a little-known prophet. 

Men have wrong expectations as to the way it will come,— 
by an ostentatious striking of the hand over the place. They 
get angry that their way is not adopted. Better try the way 
of obedience, For if the thing is too great for them to do, the 
way is too great forthem toknow. They think they are great 
enough to call the Lord’s prophet out to the chariot, and, when 


















































































































































































































only a messenger is sent, they lose all fitness of spirit for be- 
ing saved. They go away in a rage. ' 

Then God sends the servants to convince him. He had 
set out by the word of a little maid, but personal importance 
and court etiquette would become prominent. Men always 
want some great thing, some difficult way, while God seeks 
the simplest and easiest. Jordan was on his way home, he 
must cross it. Let him just dip in faith. Why carry bis 
pain and loathsome disease as far as Pharpar? 

The last half of verse 14 might have been left out. Of 
course he was clean and sweet as a little child. But I am 
glad it was inserted. The dear, true, and loving little maid 
Was more daughter than slave after he got home. 

There is one fountain for sin and uncleanness now, 


Denver, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Naaman, captain of the host of the king, ... was a great man 
with his master, and honourable: .. . he was also a mighty man of 
valowr, but he was a leper (v.1). A singledrawback may coun- 
terbalance a long list of advantages, Wealth and station and 
honors will give little comfort to one who is racked with pain 
or is betrayed by the friend whom he loved and trusted, or 
whose conscience lashes him unceasingly because of his yet 
undiscovered crimes. A young man may be of good family, 
may possess a strong constitution, may have a bright mind, 
may be the subject of generous impulses, but his appetite for 
strong drink may be the one weakness that foretells his ruin. 
Not the many good things that one can count as his, but his 
one chief fault or lack, ought to command the attention of 
him who would fill his place and do his best in the world. 

The Syrians... had brought away captive... a little maid 
(v. 2). And she doubtless thought that her fate was a hard 
one; but it was the best thing for her that ever happened. 
Because she was a captive, she was enabled to tell, in the 
home of the heathen general, of Jehovah’s prophet, and to 
send a message even into the Syrian king’s palace. The 
leper was cleansed, and the name of Israel’s God was hon- 
ored, through her fidelity; and to-day her memory is held 
precious wherever the Bible is studied. The best things for 
us are often those over which we grieve the most. Our plans 
are thwarted, We have to find a new home or a new busi- 
ness, Weare broken up in our course of study. We miss the 
special college honors we had hoped to win. A friend on 
whom we leaned for support is taken away from us. Every- 
thing seems to go wrong. But by and by we see what a 
blessing to us was the disappointment which almost broke 
our hearts. It is well that we cannot choose for ourselves. 
Our preferences would work our ruin. 

The king of Syria said, ... I will send a letter unto the king of 
Israel (vy. 5). The little captive maid had told about the 
prophet; but what of that? Isn’t a king better than a prophet f 
The king of Syria thought so. And a great many people 
since his day have been of a like opinion. A king is mighty 
in his own strength. A prophet is strong only in God’s 
strength. There is many a young man who would feel that 
his chances were better, for this life at least, if he had a rich 
and godless uncle to help him, instead of a poor and praying 
mother. And there are business men who think that a 
“smart” and dishonest partner would be more desirable in 
their firm than a partner who was unflinchingly upright. It 
requires faith to believe that, as a friend in need, a servant of 


- God is worh a great deal more than a ruler among men. 


The king of Israel... said, Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive? {v.7.) Kings find out that there are limitations to 
their ability, whatever other people may think of them. A 
king cannot make a sick man well, any more than a beggar 
can. No earthly station is so high that it lifts a man above 
all sense of weakness. However a man is looked up to be- 
cause of his wealth, or honors, or power, he cannot free him- 
self from the possibility of pain, of sorrow, of death. Whoever 
relies on « merely ‘human arm, will find a great many things 
beyond his reach. 

Elisha the man of God ... sent, ... saying, ... Let him come 
now to me (v. 8). He who trusts in God is never in extremity. 
“ With God all things are possible.” Whatever needs to be 
done can be done in God’s service. Elisha could not cure 
leprosy, but God could; and if it were best, God would do it. 
So Elisha had no shrinking from this new test of God’s power 
and goo@ness. We need never be afraid that any burden 
which is on us, or on one who looks to us for help, is too 
heavy for our Lord to bear. Whether it be sickness, or 
sorrow, or poverty, or temptation, or sin, our Saviour can 
lift it off, or can give strength to him who carries it. Elisha 
said of the anxious leper, “ Let him come now to me.” Jesus 
says, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I wi!! give you reat.” 

Elisha sent a messenger, ... saying, Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times (v. 10). The wise use of means is not to be neg- 
lected in miracle-working. God's blessing upon the means, 
and not apart from them, is what the servant of God is justi- 
fied in asking for. When Elisha would part the waters of 





purpose before, to work the wonder with. When he would 
heal the spring above Jericho, he put sait into it. When he 
would cure Naaman of his leprosy, he prescribed washing as 
a fitting preliminary, So, under the new dirpensation, when 
the Apostle James commends the prayer of faith for the curing 
of the sick, he enjoins the free use of the ordinary remedy of 
the region, as an accompaniment of the prayer. Whoever 
would neglect the wise use of remedies, in conjunction with 
the prayer of faith for the recovery of the sick, would attempt 
more than the prophets of apostles ventured om, and what is 
as contrary to the teachings of God’s word as it is to the les- 
sons of Christian experience and sound sense. 

Naaman was wroth,... and said, ... I thought, He will surely 
come,.».and stand, and call,...and wave his hand,... and 
recover the leper (v.11). Naaman had it all thought out— 
just what Elisha was to do; and he was angry because matters 
went differently from his thinking. He wanted to be cured, 
but in his own way. Politicians are often angry if the cure 
of the country’s ills is not attempted in their way. “We 
thought our new ruler,” they say, “ would come, and stand, 
and call, and wave his hand, and recover the country; but he 
is trying another plan.” So they turn, and go away “ina 
rage.” It is the same with not a few denominationalists, 
They want the world prescribed for after their fashion. 
Their book of doctrine tells how to do it, better than the 
Bible can. And many a sin-sick soul turns away from the 
simple message of salvation, because it is so different from 
what the sinner looked for. He had planned this whole thing 
out in his mind, and he is unwilling to give up his notions of 
the best way, merely because the Bible directs another course, 

If the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? (v, 18.) Of course he would have done it, 
There’s a satisfaction in doing a great thing. It seems worth 
while to undertake a work which will strain every nerve and 
employ every power. Many a man would go into battle 
bravely, who now shrinks from having a tooth pulled, and 
who is sometimes timid in a dark room or in a lonely house, 
Thousands of young men would be ready to go across a conti- 
nent, or an ocean, to dig in a gold-mine or a diamond-field, in 
the effort to make money, who are unwilling to give up 
tobacco, or to live within their income day by day, to acquire 
a competency. And oh, how many there are who would do 
any great thing for salvation, if only that were its price! 
They would go to war, or to the martyr’s stake; they would 
subject themselves to penance or to bodily tortare; anything 
difficult, anything great. Man’s chief trouble with God’s 
plan of salvation is, that it is so simple, so easy of attainment 
by anybody. 

Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A, F, SOHAUFFLER, D.D. 


To-day, no teacher need be uninteresting, for the story isa 
most fascinating one. Everybody in Syria knew about 
Naaman, because he was a great general, and had won 
famous victories. The king knew and honored him, because 
he was a valiant fighter. The soldiers all knew him, for he 
had led them to victory. The boysall knew hit, and talked 
about his military exploits. There was no man in all Syria 
more popular than he. Yet he was far from being a° happy 
man; for one day he noticed a spot on his body, and, on its 
being shown to the physician, he declared that it was the 
leprosy. This, of course, threw a cloud over Naaman’s whole 
life, for there was no cure for that awful disease. He was a 
mighty man of valor; but, alas! there was the sad thing of it 
all, he was a leper.. How often there come in these “buts” 
to mar that which but for them would be all serene! Nearly 
every one in this life has a “but,” that, like the fly in the 
ointment of the apothecary, spoils all. One man has asplen- 
did body, and could do much work,—but he cannot find the 
work todo, Another has plenty of work, but he has lost his 
health, and cannot stay at his post. One woman has plenty 
of money, and can set a splendid table, but she cannot eat, 
for she-is a confirmed dyspeptic; while another, with a splen- 
did appetite, has no dinner to which to sit down. 

All the “ buts,” however, are not of this kind. Naaman 
was a leper, and for leprosy there was no cure in Syria; but 
there was a prophet in Israel, and he could do for this general 
all that was needed. In this case, the “but” was on the 
right side after all. So in the case of every believer, though 
there are sad “buts” in life, there is always one “ but” that 
is able to override them all. He may have to say, “I am 
weak, and have no sirength for the battle of life;” but, he 
can add, “TI can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me.” He may be in a position where he cries, “I am 
poor and needy ;” but he can also add, “ Yet the Lord think- 
eth upon me.” The believer thus always has an offset in this 
Divine help, that is ever ready in ali circumstances to spring 
to his aid. 

Now let the teacher turn to the cureof thisman. He will 
find that it has three characteristics. 

First: It was a free cure. Though he brought $20,000 in 
silver, and $60,000 in gold, Elisha would not take a cent for 





the Jordan, he took a mantle that had been used for that 


his miracle, As free as the air or the sunlight, so was this 


marvelous healing. In this respect, it was like that soul-cure 
that is offered to every man who desires it, “Without money 
and without price” is the offer. Pardon is not a thing which 
we deserve, and not one which we can purchase, God gives 
it free to all who ask, “Take the water of life freely.” - 

Second: It was an absolute cure. Most physicians, when 
they cure, do so by degrees, and often they can only alleviate 
the suffering of the patient, The sufferer is “ benefited,” but 
not cured. This was not the case with Naaman. When he 
returned from the river Jordan, he was as well as he had ever 
been in his life. There was no long period of convalescence, 
nor mere amelioration of painful symptoms. One moment he 
was a fearful leper, and the next a p rfectly well wav. So, 
too, with the pardon which God grants to those who ask for it. 
It is absolute. He does not pick here a sin, and there’ 
another, and say, “These I will pardon, but the others must 
wait fora while.” No; itis either ali or none. Let young 
Christians clearly comprehend this, for many of them have 
very unclear ideas on this subject. 

Third: It was a cure in God’s own way. Naaman had 
figured out a way in which he thought it would be done, and, 
when Elisha took another way, he was angry. But he came 
at last to God’s way, and then he got the blessing of God. 
Had he not come to this way, he would have gone home as 
fearful a leper as he was when he Izft his home, Whata 
lesson we have in this! God’s way, and not my way, is the 
one that I am to follow, if I want pardon. God offers this 
on the one and only condition of “repentance.” There is no 
other way; there never was, and there never will be. All 
other methods are vain and deceitful, This is the true wuy, 
and is open to every one. 

Now, turn and look at Naaman. For him, 

First: It was a much needed cure, Without it he must 
have met with much pain, and at last have suffered a dreadful 
death. Nothing else in the wide world was of such impor- 
tance at that time as a cure. All the glory of victory, and 
all the sweetness of popularity, to say nothing of all the joy 
of family life, was as nothing, while he remained a leper. 
So, too, with the sinner; pardon is a much needed thing. 
Without that, all else is hollow and vain. For all the while 
the end is drawing near, and the end of the unpardoned sin- 
ner is too awful to contemplate. 

Second: It was a cure nearly missed. His conceit and 
rage made him so blind to his own interests at the time, that 
he came within a hair’s-breadth of going home a leper still. 
How good for him that his servants had more common sense 
than he had! Had he returned home as he intended to do, 
he would have been “ almost” eured, but a leper still, Soin 
our schools, there have been many scholars who have been 
“almost” saved. There was a time when they came within 
a step of entering the kingdom, and then some foolish, sinful 
desire or deed arose, and they passed the golden opportunity 
by, and went on to their destruction. Yes, every Sunday- 
school superintendent can tell of such bitter experiences. 
Are you to be one of those who is “almost saved,” yet is lost 
at the last? 

Third: It was a cure that made him happy. Oh for two 
photographs of this nian—one as he was before he was healed, 
and the other of him as he saw that all the hated spots had 
disappeared! What a contrast! So in the case of that soul 
that has been seeking for pardon; when he comes to realize 
that he is forgiven, joy springs up, and the cure is the source 
of endless happiness. What believer is there who will not 
testify to the truth of this? 

New York City. 





NAAMAN, 
BY JOHN R. WHITNEY. 


Naaman was “a man,”—not a child; “but he was a leper,” 
Age and experience had not altered that. 

He was “captain of the host of the king of Syria,”—ae 
leader among mén; “but he was a leper,” Position and 
power had not altered that. 

He was “a great man with his master,” very much beloved 
and trusted; “but he was a leper.”. The affection and esteem 
even of the king had not altered that. 

He was “honorable,” high-toned, and true; “but he was a 
leper.” An upright character among men had not altered 
that. , 

He was “honorable, because by him the Lord had given 
deliverance unto Syria,”—he had greatly benefited his coun- 
try; “bat he was a leper.” His good deeds had not altered 
that. 

“He was also a mighty man in valor,” strong and cou- 
rageous for great undertakings ; “ but he wasa leper.” Courage 
and skill had not altered that. 

Neither age, nor position, nor the esteem of others, nor high 
personal character, nor great usefulness, nor ability, had in 
the least changed his condition. He was a leper still. Noth- 
ing changed that, but “the washing” according to the word 
of the Lord, That cleansed him, and he became “a new 
creature,” 

Spiritually the leper and the sinner are one. 
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HINTS FOR THE: PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


We have to-day the story of a soldier in the army of the 
‘king,—one whom we would call a general. This great cap- 
tain lived in Syria, a country north-east of the kingdom of 
Israel, (Showonmap,) King Ahab had been killed in battle, 
and Joram, his son, was king of Israel, Ben-hadad was king 
of Syria, where Naaman lived. The soldiers of Syria often 
‘went in companies into the land of Israel. They carried off 
whatever they could find, and often seized some of the people, 
and carried them away to be sold or used as slaves. 

A Little Maid.—One time, among the captives was a young 
girl. Weshall see that she was a true child of God; and, 
though we do not know her name, her story has been kept to 
show how God used a little maid to work for him, and how 
he blesses the word and work of a child. She was thought- 
ful, quick to see and understand, faithful to her mistress, who 
was Naaman’s wife, and faithful to the Lord, whom she had 
been taught to love and trust. Only a little, busy servant- 
maid, but life and salvation came because of a few words 
she said ! 

A Mighty Man, but a Leper.—Perhaps sometimes, as the 
little maid stood waiting on her mistress, she saw the great 
captain come in, and, when his armor-bearer took off the gay 
uniform and the great, shining-helmet, she noticed a strange, 
withered-looking spot on Naaman’s neck or forehead. She knew 
it was the mark of a fearful disease, that would spread until it 
would destroy his life. Perhaps the other servants knew it, 
and they whispered together the very words of our lesson 
story: “He isa mighty man, but he is a leper.’ She was 
not too home-sick to feel a real interest in her master. She 
felt no anger or hatred that she had been taken from her 
home and her people. She had faith in her God, whom she 
had not forgotten in a strange land; and she remembered the 
work of God’s prophet. She knew, too, what leprosy meant, 
and all the sorrow it would surely bring. But would a lowly 
slave-girl dare to speak to a grand lady like Naaman’s wife 
of such a thing as her master’s leprosy? It was with a prayer 
to God that she spoke at last: “ Would that my lord were 
with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would cure him 
of his leprosy.” 

The King of Syria.—The words of the maid were repeated, 
and in some way they were told to the king. How glad he 
would be to have his captain cured! “TI will write a letter,” 
he said, “to the king of Israel. Go, Naaman; go, and be 
cured, and I will send presents worthy of what I ask him to 
do,—worthy of the best captain in my grand army.” He sent 
great bags of silver, and gold in solid bars; for money was 
not then made in coins, as it is now, but it was worth thou- 
sands of our dollars, Then there were ten suits of clothes,— 
elegant robes, fine and costly enough for the court of a king. 

The King of Israel.— Naaman took his servants, his chariots, 
the train laden with presents, and went to the land of Israel. 
See how the word of the little maid reached two kings, while 
over all the great King above kept watch of kings, whose 
hearts are in his hand; of Elisha, his prophet; of Naaman; 
of the praying girl about her every-day work! The king of 
Israel read the letter saying, “I have sent Naaman my ser- 
vant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.” 
Jehoram the king was angry. He did not know how Naaman 
could expect to be cured. He knew leprosy meant death, 
and that he could do nothing. “Am I God,” he said, “to 
kill and to make alive?” Then he rent his clothes in anger 
and excitement, and said, “The King of Syria wants to make 
a quarrel with me, and, because I do not cure the man, he 
will come and make war against me.” 

Elisha the Prophet.—In his quiet home in Samaria, Elisha 
heard of what the king in his palace had said. Hesent a meg- 
sage to the king: “Let Naaman come to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

At the Prophet's Door.—What a stir in the city street! 
Horses and riders, chariots and men-servants, beasts laden 
with baggage; and in the middle of the procession, in the 
grandest chariot of all, right before Elisha’s door, sat Naaman, 
waiting for the prophet to come out and do him honor. 

‘The Message.—Instead of going out to the chariot, Elisha 
sent a simple message: “Go and wash in Jorden seven 
times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and-thou shalt 
be clean.” Naaman was as angry against Elisha as one king 
had been at the other. “Is that all? A few such words? 
Why did not the prophet come out to me, and stand and call 
on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over 
the place?” Perhaps he did not expect Elisha to touch 
him, but he thought he might at least speak to him, and 
wave his hand back and forth. But not even to look at him, 
not even to stand in his doorway, where he could see the 
prophet, only to say through another, “Go and wash,” and 
then to be told to do it seven times,—in the river Jordan, 
too, when the rivers near his beautiful city of Damascus were 
flowing with waters cool, pure, and clean! If he needed 
washing, why not there? He drove away in a rage, and all 
his train with him. 


kind, sensible servant he had. Those who were with him 
came near tohim. “ My father,” they said, “if the prophet 
had bidden thee to do some great thing, thou wouldst have 
doneit. How easy to do as he said, wash and be clean!” 
Naaman was brave enough to show that they were right,—to 
take their advice; for he saw how foolfsh it was to be angry, 
for his wrath only hurt himself. They turned, and all drove 
twenty-five or thirty miles from Samaria, to the river Jordan. 
There he was as obedient as a willing, trusting child. 
Entering the Kingdom.—How did Jesus say those must 
become who would enter the kingdom of heaven? How 
many times did Elisha say Naaman should wash in the 
Jordan? He stooped and dipped seven times. He obeyed, 
and was cured. His flesh became pure and soft as the flesh 
of a little child. The leprosy had gone. Suppose he had 
gone home in his rage, saying, “I do not believe in such a 
simple way as that.” Would he have been cured? What if 
he had said to the king of Syria, “No matter about being 
cured now; wait until Iam worse”? Did you ever hear of 
any such silly reasons for not trying to be made better? 

Sin.—Like leprosy in the body is sin in the soul. By 
whose power did Elisha cure Naaman? Can the same power 
take away sin from the heart and life? Can you pray the 
snow prayer? Remember, too, the snow promise to those 
who ask to be forgiven: “Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow.” 


Louisville, Ky. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





“HE WAS A LEPER.” 


SALVATION 





NEEDED. REJECTED. 
SOUGHT. URGED. 
OFFERED. . ACCEPTED. 





“AND HE WAS CLEAN,” 








WHO HELPED NAAMAN? 


ALMIGHTY GOD. 
THE PROPHET ELISHA. 
THE KING OF SYRIA. 


THE MAIDEN. 

















“Say wot, I AM A CHILD,” 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS, 


“ There is a fountain filled with blood.” 
* Whiter than snow.” 

“ Repeat the story o’er and o’er.” 

“*T love to tell the story.” 

“ Wonderful words of life,”’ 

“ Behold a fountain deep and wide.” 

“ Blessed be the fountain.” 

“ Come with thy sins to the fountain.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. 


FOR THE TEACHER. 


For the review, the superintendent’s questions of last week 
may be used. 

Preliminary.—Tell of the two miracles related in 2 Kings 
4:38-44. What New Testament parallel to the last ? (Matt. 
14: 13-21.) 

1, Meaning of “captain of the host”? What king of 
Syria? (2 Kings 8:7.) In what sense was Jehovah god of 
Syria fs of the Jews? (John 3: 22; Rom. 1: 16; Gal. 3: 
28.) The Bible teaching about such marring afflictions? 
(Psa, 66 : 10,11; Eocl. 7: 8,14; 2 Cor.4: 17.) Who pos- 
sess them ? 

2, The Bible estimate of a child’s power? (Psa. 8: 2; 
Matt, 21:16; 19:14; 1 Cor.1: 27.) The corollary in re- 
gard to education? (Eccl. 12 : 1.) 

3. A Christian's duty in strange places? (Acts8:4) How 
did she obey Luke 6: 33-357 (Jer. 29:7.) The Christian 
relation between master and servant? (Eph. 6 : 5-9; Col. 3: 
22 to 4:1; Tit. 2:9; 1 Pet. 2: 18, etc.) 

5. How did their money differ from ours? Value of the 
present? The comparative value of health and wealth? 
(Matt. 16 : 26.) What healing is without price? (Rev. 
22 : 17.) 

6. How long was the journey? Do men go farthest for 





The Capiain's Servanis.—The little maid was not the only 


physical or spiritual healing? (1 Kings 12: 28; Matt. 12: 


42.) From what powerless sources do mien still seek salva- 
tion? (1 Cor. 13 : 1-3.) 
7. Whence come these words? (Deut. 32: 89 1 Sam, 
2:6.) Was either life or death in question? What 
kings thought thus of themselves? (Dan. 5: 19; 4: 25-87; 
Ezek. 28 : 2-10; Acts 12 : 22.) When do we practically 
so think? (John 15:5; 1 OCor.8:2.) How might Jeho- 
ram have extended the thought to his idols? (Psa, 115: 
4-8; Isa. 44: 9-20.) Who alone fears quarrels? (Job 15: 
20, 21.) What had the king forgotten? (Jer. 26:5; Deut. 
6:12.) What experience of Elisha should have made him 
remember the prophet? (2 Kings 3: 13-18.) How can ego- 
tism make us timid? (2 Cor. 12: 10.) : 

8. How did Christ emphasize the duty of witness-bearing? 
(John 18: 37.) How are we to bear Elisha’s testimony? 
(Acts 4:18; 1:8) , 

9. When did Solomon pray for this? (1 Kings 8 : 41-48.) 
Why did not Naaman enter? (v. 11.) What would have 
been a worthy reason for not entering? (Luke 7 : 6, 7.) 
What is meant by “ waiting at wisdom’s doors”? (Prov. 8: 
34, 85.) 

10. Why did not the prophet come out? (Isa. 2:11.) When 
did Christ command washing as preliminary to cure? (John 
9:7.) Why, possibly, seven times? (Lev. 18: 4, 5.) 

12. How does the Bible describe Damascus? (Isa. 7: 8; 
8:4; Jer. 49: 28-27; Ezek. 27:18.) How does it describe 
Palestine and its rivers? (Deut. 8: 7-9.) What was Naa- 
man’s mistake? (Rom. 10:3.) The result of such mistakes? 
(Jonah 2: 8; Prov. 14: 17.) 

13. Similar seemingly unreasonable commands given by 
Christ? (Luke 5:5; John 2:7; Matt.9:6.) What reward 
is promised “if any man willeth to do his will”? (John 7: 
17; Josh. 1:7.) Your opinion of those who never seek 
advice from social inferiors? (Job 31: 13-15; Psa. 14: 6.) 
What does “ my father” show about Naaman’s character? 

14. What one recorded miracle did Christ work for a 
Canaanite? (Matt. 15: 21-28.) What truth did Christ illus- 
trate by this story? (Luke 4: 24-27.) How does leprosy 
typify sin? What washing cleanses from sin’s leprosy? 
(1 John 1: 7-9; Job 33 : 12-25, etc.) 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


1, Who was Naaman? 2, What spoiled all his riches? 
3. Who told him of Elisha? 4. How can children bring 
sick sinners to the Great Physician? 5. What showed that 
the little maid knew more about Elisha than King Jehoram 
knew? 6, How was Naaman received by Elisha? 7. What 
was he biddentodo? 8. Why did he refuse atfirst? 9. The 
result of his obedience? 10. What if he had stopped at 
the sixth bath? 11. Who can heal us when we are foul 
and sick with wrong? Give the golden text. 12, What 
“little thing” must we do? (Matt. 7 : 7.) 
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ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H. B, TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F. B.8., 
Canon OF DURHAM. 


“By Him tor Lorp Hap Given DELIVERANCE UNTO 
Syria.”—From the history of Syria, so far as it is referred 
to in the books of the Kings, we should find no clew to this 
allusion to national perjls. Syria had recently been victorious 
over the combined armies of Israel and Judah at Ramoth- 
Gilead. But all is explained by the recently discovered 
Assyrian monuments, There we find that Asshur-idanni-pal 
had, a few years previously, overrun the whole of Northern 
Syria,—then Hittite——and had received the submission of 
Tyre and Sidon. But as regards Phoenicia and Syria at least, 
the conquest was not permanent. As soon as he had retired, 
Damascus threw off the yoke; and when his son, Shalma- 
neser II., succeeded him, B. C. 859, Syria paid no tribute, 
In the seventh year, and again in the eleventh year of his 
reign, Shalmaneser tells us he led his armies against Ben- 
hadad of Damascus, and defeated him; but in neither case 
does he claim to have carried off any trophies, imposed 
tribute, or received submission, We may, therefore, safely 
infer that the Syrian resistance had been successful. These 
campaigns occurred in the beginning of the reign of Jehoram 
of Israel, and it is evident that Naaman had been the success- 
ful general who repelled the invader and gave deliverance 
to Syria. Surely this illustration well deserves a place among 
the undesigned coincidences which set forth the historical 
accuracy of Old Testament history. 

“ ABANA AND PHARPAR, Rivers or Damascus.”—Traly 
to the eye of man the Jordan can bear no comparison with 
the rivers of Damascus, any more than the bare hills of Israel 
with the garden-forests of the “City of the Sun.” Turbid 
and discolored from the time when it leaves the clear blue 
lake of Galilee, till it enters the lifeless basin of the Dead 
Sea; twisting and writhing in its lonely course through the 
deep, solitary, and, for the most part, desolate valley; with- 
out even an isolated human habitation on its banks, and only 
a narrow belt of trees and verdure on either side to mark its 
course,—the Jordan, apart from its history and the phenomena 





of its sudden birth and exit, has nothing to attract. But the 
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Abana,—or, as it is now called, the Barada,—the river to 
which the beauteous oasis of Damascus owes its beauty and 
its very existence,—winding from the Anti-lebanon through 
a deep green zone, its waters clear and transparent as crystal, 
dashing through rocky delis, or buried from sight under the 
foliage of a forest of fruit-trees of every kind,—the Abana was 
justly the Syrian’s boast. No wonder that the limpid Abana 
seemed to Naaman worthier than the muddy Jordan! 

“He Witt Surety Come Out to Me.”—Titis was the 
tribute which Naaman expected to be paid to his rank. To 
this day, in the East, the exact mode of meeting and receiving 
@ guest is one of the most important parts of social etiquette. 
The host is naturally seated on a cushion, carpet, or mat, 
exactly in center of the side of the room opposite to the door, 
on the raised dais which is generally to be found in an East- 
ern hall or guest-chamber. If the visitor be of inferior rank, 
the host remains seated, while the other advances, making a 
salaam or obeisance at each step, the form of which differs 
according as he is a slave, a freeman, a messenger, a suppliant, 
oratrader. If he be of equal or nearly equal rank, the mas- 
ter rises, and makes a step or several steps forward. And, as 
I have often experienced, in exact proportion to the number 
of his paces is the amount of consideration shown to the guest 
by the servants and others. But if an inferior is honored by 
the visit of a superior, all propriety demands that he should 
at once come forward and meet his visitor before or outside 
his door. But Elisha would humble the pride of Naaman, 
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BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING. 


He “Toox wirn Him Ten Tauents,” Erc.—The present 
sent by the Syrian king with Naaman was a really royal one. 
The silver was worth from three to four thousand pounds 
sterling, the gold from seven to nine thousand; while the 
garments were doubtless of the beautiful and costly kind 
worn on festal occasions, when it was common to appear, in 
the course of one day, in a succession of changes of raiment, 
—a practice which still prevails. 

“Tay Fiesu SHavt Come Acarn To THEE.”—Doubtless 
he had been treated in Damascus for his disease by those who 
pronounced mystic formule, and waved their hands over the 
affected parts; and thus his expectations took form. Super- 
stitious minds crave something of that kind. Some weeks 
ago, &@ poor man was seized with epilepsy in Tiberias, The 
people around him were Jews, but the amount of superstition 
among thew is surprising. Anything like rational treatment 
they would not listen to. They bound the poor fellow hand 
and foot with iron clasps, and fastened him with chains to 
an iron pin firmly driven into the ground. Then they seni 
for two Moslem sheikhs, who have by some means attained 
a reputation, which, by fraud and imposition, they seek to 
preserve. On arriving, they muttered over the prostrate man 
certain incantations, and made certain passes with their hands, 
greatly to the satisfaction of the bystanders, who felt sure that 
now he would soon be himself again. It was only after this 
had been repeated several times, and violence had been re- 
sorted to in vain, that more humane counsels prevailed, and 
he had a chance to recover. 

Rivers or Damascus.—Naaman’s preference for the rivers 
of Damascus over the waters of Israel was not without reason. 
The springs of Jordan are beautiful and clear, and would bear 
comparison with any of the northern springs ; but in its course, 
especially between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, it 
becomes charged with the soil; and ere it enters the latter sea 
it has become a thick muddy brown, like that of our own 
rivers at sezsons of high flood. The Barada and the A‘waj, 
on the other hand, to which Damascus owes its existence, are 
pellucid throughout their whole course, from the fountain- 
heads to the desert lakes. The Barada is much the larger 
river. Its most distant source is ‘Ain Barada, in the plain 
of Zebedany, a pleasant vale in the Anti-lebanon. The most 
copious spring is ‘Ain Fijeh, much nearer Damascus, a per- 
fect miracle of beauty, where a river is born at once. To the 

Barada, Damascus is indebted for its water supply, and it is 
doubtiess the “Abana” of Naaman’s eulogy. The A‘waj 
flows farther south, and serves to irrigate part of the plain. 
Its highest source is on the Eastern slopes of Mount Hermon. 


Tiberias, Syria. 
SOCIOLOGICAL NOTES. 


The value of the precious metals, as measured by their 
power to purchase labor, has been falling through most 
periods of history, especially since the discovery of America. 
Similarly their value in relation to each other has altered, 
the number of pounds of silver needed to purchase a pound 
of gold having risen from about eight to sixteen or more. 

The talent weights of silver and gold used in Syria are 
somewhat uncertain. The term stands for several different 
weights in different covntries of the ancient world, and the 
talent of silver is a different weight from that of gold. If from 
statements made by Josephus and others, we infer that the 
talent of silver contained 631,250 graius of that metal, it was 
equal in weight to about 1,530 standard dollars of our coinage. 





weight to 50,000 gold dollars of our coinage. But in relative 
value the silver was worth much more, in comparison with 
the gold, than it now is; that is, if a mint of those days had 
taken 25.8 grains as the right weight for a gold dollar, it 
would have coined a talent of silver into much more than 
$1,530,—perhaps nearly $3,000. 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


God’s love to the world, and his ways of extending the 
knowledge of his name, and of giving help to those who are 
ready to accept it as from him, are illustrated in the inci- 
dents of this lesson. 

A child who knows and trusts God can be the means of 
making his love and power known to those who have been 
strangers to a sense of his goodness, There is a touching 
tenderness and winsomeness in a child’s faith that does more 
to carry conviction of the truth, to those who observe it, than 
any labored argument from a master in theology. Child- 
likeness in spirit and in method is the pattern for those who 
would work efficiently for God; and the simple expression 
of a wish that others could enjoy the comforts of trusting our 
Saviour may induce the seeking of him by those who would 
not be won to him by any more positive measures. 

A sense of need opens the ear to suggestions of help. 
“Man's extremity is God’s opportunity.” We should have 
this in mind in our efforts to reach others for good. We may 
be able to do most for them when they are most sorely tried. 
If Naaman had been a well man, he might never have been 
a whole man. God knows why he permits sickness and sor- 
row to come into homes where they are peculiarly unwel- 
come. It may be for the sake of those who are called to 
suffer, and it may be for the sake of others who are influ- 
enced by those who suffer. All Syria had better knowledge 
of God’s love and power through Naaman’s experiences. 
God’s way of giving help is a very simple way, and his 
requirements are alike for all. There are, to-day, thousands 
of scholars in our Sunday-schools who are kept back from the 
full benefits of believing in Jesus as their Saviour, by the 
simplicity of God’s requirements of them. If only there were 
some great thing for them to do, instead of just taking Jesus 
at his word as their Saviour, they would be ready to under- 
take the task. This lesson gives their teachers an oppor- 
tunity to show them how to be saved. 


ADDED POINTS. / 


Whoever may be the commanding general in a great 
battle, God gives or withholds victory as pleases him. And 
if the battle is not a great one, God rules and overrules in its 
issue. 

A servant of God may do most for him by filling the place 
of a servant of men. What comfort there is in this story of 
the Syrian maid for the maid-servants in and out of our 
Sunday-school classes ! 

Money is of little account in comparison with health. 
Money cannot buy health, 

He who has real trust in God welcomes every test of God’s 
love and God’s power on the part of those who have been in 
doubt just here. “He shall know that there is a God in 
Israel” is the feeling of every man of God concerning every 
seeker after God. 

It does seem strange that God puts so much honor on some 
persons, and some places, and some agencies, in comparison 
with others. But that is God’s way; and he knows why it is 
so. It is for us to accept his way, or fail of the good he pro- 
vides for us. \ 

God can bring new life to those whose lives have been 
wasted; but he will give it only as the needy ones will accept 
his ordering, and do as he requires. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


——_= 


GOD IN HIS WORLD* , 


The work bearing the above title is divided into three 
parts, which are headed: “ From the Beginning,” “The 
Incarnation,” “The Divine-Human Fellowship’ A 
full table of contents prefixed to the book gives the head- 
ings of the sections, and its constant use is needed in 
order that the reader may intelligently follow the author’s 
method. It would have helped the reader still more if 
these headings had been repeated over their respective 
sections. ’ 

As to its substance, the book may be classified accord- 
ing to one’s tendency or mood, ag a treatise of theology, 
or of historical criticism, or of religious devotion. Re- 
garding it from the first point of view, it is written in a 
spirit of reverence for historic Christianity, aiming to 
interpret dogma and to inspire it with new life, rather 
than ruthlessly to reject or destroy. Among the doc- 
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trines on which special stress is laid are the fall, the 
divinity of Christ, and his resurrectien, As a treatise of 
historical religious criticism, the scope of the work in- 
cludes a study of early Aryan and Greek religion, more 
especially the Eleusinian mysteries; the life of Christ 
in its leading aspects; and the age of the apostles and 
the ante-Nicene history of the church, to the accession 
of Constantine. Regarded as a treatise of religious devo- 
tion, it is characterized by fervent appeal, often employ- 
ing terms of direct address to the reader; it invokes the 
religious imagination ; it aims to purify and deepen the 
religious emotions. But it is also unlike similar books, 
in that a strong intellectual tone is fused on every page 
with the devotional. 
The book is anonymous; the personality of the writer 
is merged in his utterance. There are no foot-notes or 
references to other names to break the charm of this im- 
personality; there is no preface in which the author 
speaks of himself. The book seems to come like a voice 
from the heart of the age in which we are living,—an 
affectionate, urgent appeal, uttered with the conviction 
that speech is needed and that a response is sure, The 
treatise, however, gives abundant evidence that the author 
has studied deeply and observed widely; that he has 
been musing long and earnestly over the issues of life as 
illustrated in his own experience or in the religious lit- 
erature of the world. He is also a vigorous and inde- 
pendent thinker. Everywhere in these pages one 
encounters freshness and vitatity of thought, clothed in 
fitting and beautiful language. The author sometimes 
reminds the reader of Emerson in his simple and forcible 
utterance of what he sees and believes; like him, also, 
he is untrammeled by the necessities of logical demon- 
stration. His work deserves attention, if for no other 
reason because it is so rare a product in this Western 
world, where bustling activity tends to crowd out the 
man of reflective or contemplative mvod. 
The general purpose of the writer is to assert the 
directness and reality of the soul’s relationship with God, 
—to impress men with the divine significance of life, 
His book may be regarded as a commentary on the 
words of Christ: “I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more abundantly.” Or the 
lines of Tennyson might have been taken as its motto: 
* Tis life whereof our-nerves are scant, 
’Tis life, not death, for which we pant, 
More life and fuller that we want,” 


As a means to this end, the author pleads for a more 
spiritual interpretation of Nature. While not condemn- 
ing the scientific or esthetic mode of interpretation, he 
affirms the spiritual meaning of Nature to be distinct 
from these, and to be vitally important because directly 
related to the needs of the spiritual life. ‘The modern 
man,” so he writes, “is very far removed from the spir- 
itual feeling of Nature. His observation is either scien- 
tific, to find the law of phenomena, or esthetic,—that 
kind of feeling which prompts the painter to reproduce 
a landscape upon his canvas, or a trained mind like 
Ryskin’s to follow with delight, and most delightfully to 
describe, the traits of a stream from its source to the sea, 
or the transformation of clouds from morning until even- 
ing, the description being closely confined to the content 
of sensibility” (p. 25). “The great perversion of our 
life is that we have not followed the leading of the 
eternal Word in Nature, In the place of this sponta- 
neity (the foremost characteristic of Nature), we have 
put the conscious effort of our self-will, the result of 
which is an artificial life ” (p.121). And again: “ Nature 
is not silent as to the spiritual life. The lack is in us, 
not only in that we have not ears to hear, but in that we 
confront Nature with the questioning mind rather than 
with the receptive spirit ” (p. 119). . 
Passages like these, taken at random, give the key- 
note of the thought which runs throughout the book. 
In harmony with this principle, the book takes its form. 
In the first part, it is maintained that the original divine 
revelation was clearly given in Nature. But, in conse- 
quence of the fall, the equipoise of man’s constitution 
was disturbed, by which he had hitherto lived in sym- 
pathy with nature and in simple joyous response to the 
divine love and presence therein.. When the wander- 
ings begin, we have civilization with its assumption that 
life is of necessity a ceaseless struggle of man against 
nature; that the inleritance of the earth is to come, not 
through love, but through conquest, “The links with 
nature have been broken, and there are but fragments 
and hints of a higher life, the faint reminiscences of a 
state of simple innocence” (p. 9). But it was a function 
of the early religious faiths of the world to preserve a 
witness to this primitive revelation and to the life which 
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was based upon it, In these ancient cults, especially 
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among those peoples that do not exbibit the most firmly 
established worldly systems, we are still permitted to see 
the vision of simple faith before the harmony of man 
with nature was broken (p. 17). 

The Vedic hymns are immediately respondent to 
nature,—revealing an age when there was an instinctive 
sense of the spiritual meaning of the outward world. 
“We find here a divination of all that science can ever 
disclose, even when it shall have been spiritually in- 
formed respecting the correlation of forces” (p. 26), Of 
the primitive Aryan poet it is said: “ He cared neither 
for precision nor completeness, but only for vital sugges- 
tion,—vital, not ‘as being useful or of moral value, but as 
having spiritual meaning. He questioned nature, not 
with his mind, but with his heart.” Greek paganism 
also, in its best estate, “ was a life of intimate communion 
with God through nature, ... There was no concern as 
to the ultimate purposes either of nature or of human 
existence; so that man held closely to the divine life, 
walking in living ways, his life would take care of its 
own issues. ... There were no mental questionings to be 
solved. The nearness, the fulness, and the endless re- 
newal of life, were the basis of spiritual satisfaction ” 
(p. 55). 

In the Eleusinian mysteries the author finds deeper 
confirmations of his theme. His exposition of them is 
marked by a strong human interest, and also by delicate 
and subtle sympathy. But the mysteries declined in 
consequence of the rise of priesthoods and sacraments, 
which obscured the direct relations of the soul with God. 
Connected also with this decline was the appearance of 
Greek philosophy, with its tendency to cultivate sub- 
jectivity and self-will, to elevate intellectual analysis 
above spiritual insight. The growth of civilization also 
contributed its share toward breaking down these ancient 
worships. The author closes the first part of his book 
with a brief allusion to Rome, of which it is remarked 
that it furnishes no new-chapter in the development of 
the ancient faith. “The study of Roman history is in- 
structive only as it isa study of death,—not simply of 
the death of Rome, but of Rome as itself the death of 
the ancient world” (p. $2). : 

In the second part of the book, treating of the incar- 
nation, special emphasis is laid upon Christ, as in him- 
self the glorification of nature; as restoring, confirming, 
and completing the revelation of God in nature. The 
bond which from the beginning has bound up hymanity 
with nature, becomes in Obrist a sacrament. The result 
of the work of Christ is to reconcile humanity to nature, 
and to all of nature, even to the sea and night and 
death, which have given rise to the dread phantoms of 
human fear. As nature is the counterpart of Christ, by 
entering into his spirit we are quickened to the quest of 
its diviner meanings. Obrist restores to man the spon- 
taneity which is the foremost mark of nature. He intro- 
duces us into the freedom of the kingdom of God, which 
resembles nature in being a liberation from all external 
or arbitrary regulation, but is still under the reign of 
law, which is the law of the divine love. The manifes- 
tation of this law is then traced as the regenerative 
power in the early Christian communities, until it en- 
counters once more the Roman death in the age of 
Constantine. 

The book is rich in theught, presented in a style glow- 
ing with beauty and earnestness. In regard to its lead- 
ing motive, while it must be said that the author has 
done good service in raising the question of the relation- 
ship between man and nature, he does not seem to have 
solved it. He misses the full teaching of the philosophy 
of religivous history by dwelling almost exclusively on 
Aryan faiths, and by passing over Jewish religion as 
contributing ngthing to his argument. But the religion 
which, like Judaism, turned its face away from nature, 
must have been stirred by some impulse which needs at 
least to be explained. Again, the author seems to have 
failed in closing his study with the age of Constantine; 
for, whatever may have been the defects of medieval 
Christianity, it may also have been its signal merit that 
it withdrew man for a time from nature, teaching him 
to regard it as an evil thing, in order to separate man 
from the indescribable degradation of the nature-wor- 
ships as they then existed; and in order, also, that man 
might come to the knowledge of himself as distinct from 
and above the natural world. Must there not have been 
some inherent radical defect in the old nature-worships 
against the evil workings of which the religions them- 
selves afforded no cheek, and which account. for the 
degradation into which they fell? But to this defect the 
author is oblivious. It would have been well, also, if 
he had met more distinctly the arraignment of nature as 


the feeling which finds expression in Tennyson’s well- 
known lines: 
“ Are God and nature then at strife, 

That nature lends such evil dreams?” 
For, while optimism may be the true faith, it must be 
held with the full consciousness of all existing evil. 
The author is moving in the direction opposite to that 
taken by Professor Drummond in his now famous book. 
Instead of reading “ natural law in the spiritual world,” 
he reads everywhere spiritual! laws in the natural world. 
The exact truth for which we are struggling may not lie 
in either of these directions, The author exalts the im- 
portance of the resurrection of Christ (p. 131); but the 
true doctrine of the resurrection may contain elements 
of which he takes no notice. It may stand for the vic- 
tory of man over the law of necessity in nature, calling 
him also to the conflict with nature as an indispensable 
struggle for the attainment of spiritual results. Certainly, 
this bas been the feature of Western civilization as com- 
pared with Oriental, where man lies down tamely at the 
feet of nature, submitting passively to its domination. 
Again, it may be doubted whether the unconscious 
spontaneity of nature is the type or the law of man’s 
spiritual growth; else, why his endowment with self- 
consciousness, and reason, and the free will? 

The last word in regard to the relation of man and 
nature yet remains to be uttered. Our material environ- 
ment is still a mystery for which no formula has been 
found. Much that this work contains is important and 
true. But one prefers to abide by the old distinction, 
which ranks humanity as above nature, the spiritual as 
above the natural. God and humanity and nature: 
these are the three elements of the great problem, 
whether in religion or philosophy. The threefold dis- 
tinction has been attained by the long and painful pro- 
cess of human history, Solutions reached by dropping 
any one of these factors are unsatisfactory. The fault 
in this book is that, under the unconscious influence of 
the age, the author is merging humanity in nature, or 
fails to maintain the distinction between the two. 





It is said that no denomination of American Christians 
was so largely represented in the Union Army during the 
war, in proportion to its numbers, as the Society of 
Friends. Yet there were, both in the North and in the 
South, many Quakers who stood out consistently for the 
non-resistant principles maintained by the Society ever 
since 1660. They would neither bear arms, nor pur- 
chase exemption, nor pay war taxes when these were 
levied in any shape which made them distinctly recdg- 
nizable as war taxes. A book just published by the 
Christian Peace and Arbitration Society, with the title, 
The Haydocks’ Testimony, by L. C. W., brings out this 
part of the history on the Southern side. The hero isa 
Friend from North Carolina, who is drafted into the 
army defending Petersburg, but refuses to fight, and 
bears testimony at every opportunity to his convictions. 
His family display the same loyalty to the principles of 
the Society at home, where they have their full share of 
the privations the war brought to Southern households. 
The story is weli told for its purpose, but is meant chiefly 
asa thread on which to bang a doctrine, which some iden- 
tify with practical Christianity, but more regard as a grave 
misunderstanding of our Lord’s words. The defenders 
of the contrary position get about as fair a show as in 
such books generally. One inaccuracy in statement 
deserves attention. It is quite true, as stated on page 9, 
that the meeting of German Friends in Germantown 
(Philadelphia) did utter the first: protest against slavery 
that was made by any church body. But it is not true 
that from that date “the Friends never ceased to issue” 
such protests. In fact, the Germantown protest of 1688 
was virtually smothered by the Yearly Meeting to which 
it was forwarded; -and, from that time until John Wool- 
man began his anti-slavery labors among the Friends, in 
the middle of the eighteenth century, there was no pro- 
test heard from that quarter. (7}5} inches, pp. 276. 
Philadelphia: The Christian Arbitration and Peace 
Society. Price, $1.50; paper, 50 cents.) 





Educational experience, in college work especially, 
has shown the great worth of the syllabus as a guide to 
study. It gives at once unity and direction to the stu- 
dent’s work, and keeps him from overlooking any essen- 
tial point, and, by indicating authorities, it enables hitn 
to pursue his studies coherently. Professor Ira M, Price 
of Morgan Park Seminary has prepared an excelient 
Syllabus of Old Testament History, in which the con- 
tenta of the biblical story are analyzed with great care, 
and references given, at the end of each section, to the 





contained, for example, in Mill’s Exsays on Religion, or 


best books. Besides these references, there is a supple- 








mental list for the use of those who desire to prosecute 
further study. It is cause for surprise, however, that 
neither list contains any mention of Sir Edward Strachey’s 
Hebrew History and Politics, or of Mr. Maurice’s Prophets 
and Kings of the Old Testament. The chronological 
data throughout the book are those of Archbishop Ussher; 
but in the table given as an appendix the newer results’ 
are given as well, and the reader is cautioned that the 
author neither attaches any especial weight to Ussher’s 
statements, nor will undertake to harmonize them with 
the later results. Students of the Oid Testament will 
find the book eminently useful, as its author is a man 
who seems to spare no pains to be accurate, and does not 
fear the reproach of being dry where terseness is the 
chief merit. (73$<5} inches, pp. viii, 198. Chicago and 
New York: Fleming H. Revell. Price, $1.00.) 


The pithy and practical thoughts of Bishop Vincent 
on every-day topics of importance are well suited for. 
wide circulation in inexpensive volumes. Of such the 
present season has offered not only Studies in Young 
Life: A Series of Word-Pictures and Practical Papers on 
Youths’ Development, Character, and Work (New York; 
Funk and Wagnalls, $1.25), but also A Study in Peda- 
gogy (7%X5t inches, cloth, New York: Wilbur B, 
Ketcham) for people who are not professional teachers, : 
the seventy-three pages of which are packed with sensible 
hints, based on long and successful experience, for those 
who have to teach in secular or religious schools, More- 
over the good Bishop has written a very pleasant mono- 
graph on the place of our Lord’s nativity, under the 
title of 7b Old Bethlehem (5X7 inches, pp. 25. Mead- 
ville: Flood and Vincent. Price, 30 cents). It describes 
his own visit to that spot of many memories, and tells of 
the memories that center there. It is prettily illustrated, 
and it is sure of a wide reading, 


+ 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 

In Sir W. W. Hunter’s fascinating work on Orissa, he 
traces the presence in India of a body of Greeks, who 
had been driven out of the Persian Empire by the rising 
of the Parthians, and who made their escape to the 
farther east instead of coming westward. They are be- 





lieved to have reformed the Hindoo calendar, improved ° 


the architecture of India, and introduced theatrical enter- 
tainments. More recent investigations seem to show that 
they carried to India more knowledge of the contents of 
Greek literature than would have been thought possible 
in a body composed of soldiers merely. In the Pali 
literature of the Booddhists there is a dialogue between 
the Yavana (Ionian, Greek) King Milinda (Menander) 
and the Booddhist priest’ Nagasena, in which the latter 
employs an argument in opposition to the notion that 
error is harmiess, which is found both in the Hippias of 
Plato and in the Memorabilia of Xenophon, as used by 
Socrates. The substance of the argument is that a man 
who takes hold of a red-hot iron by inadvertence is 
more likely to be burned by it than one who does so 
with his eyes open. Aristotle exposed the fallacy under- 
lying the paradox. 





The position taken by Professor Jacobs, of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, that the English 


Book of Common Prayer is under considerable obligation . 


to German Lutheran liturgies, has been confirmed through 
discoveries made by Father Gasquet, an English Bene- 
dictine. He found, and has published, a number of docu- 
ments which exhibit Archbishop Cranmer’s treatment 
of the problem of a reformed liturgy for the Church of 
England. In Henry VIII.’s reign, he set out to compile 
one from the church books already in use, and especially 
the recently published Breviary of Cardinal Quignonnez. 
From his translation of the preface to this book is taken 
a large part of the preface to both the English and the 
American Books of Common Prayer. But, after the acces- 
sion of Edward VT., the influence of the foreign reformers 
became much stronger in England. COranmer’s own 
affiliations were distinctly Lutheran; he had married 
the niece of Andreas Osiander of Nuremberg, and had 
lived for some time in the family of his father-in-law. 
So the “ First Prayer-Book of King Edward VI.” does, 
in several important respects, show the influence of 
Lutheran models, even in the treatment and arrange- 
ment of materials taken from the older church books. 
On the other hand, the influence of Oalvinistic ideas and 
models is traceable in the second Prayer-Book of that 
reign, which, unlike the first, never was debated or 


adopted by the provincial convocations and diocesan: 


synods of the church, but was sanctioned only by Act 
of Parliament. Father Gasquet tries to show that neither 
of the two had ecclesiastical sanction,—a point of some 
importance to him, as the leaders subsequently of the 
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Roman Catholic party in Mary’s reign 
would stand compromised in that case. 
But his own documents would indicate 
the opposite of his contention. 
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For a few weeks only, the statement of cir- 
culation will be omitted, At this season of the 
year, when 80 many subscriptions expire, it is 
impossible to state accurately, at the time of 
going to press, what number of copies will 
berequired. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis$1.25 per tine, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver. 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each te 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far us it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on anappearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
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Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, for wakefulness, 
hysteria, and other diseases of the nervous 
system, pil 

The Century Co., of New York, will send 
free a little vest-pocket book of golden texts 
and lessons for 1891-92. 








Deserving of Confidence.—There is no arti- 
cle which so richly deserves the entire confi- 
dence of the community as Beown’s Bronchial 
Troches, Those suffering from asthmatic and 
bronchial diseases, coughs, and colds, should 
try them. They are universally’ considered 
superior to all other articles used for similar 
purposes, The late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher 


- said of them: “I have never changed my 


mind respecting them from the first, except I 
think yet better of that-which I began by 
thinking well of. I have also commended 
them to friends, and they have proved ex- 
tremely serviceable.” 








By MARVIN R. VINCENT, D.D. 


WORD STUDIES 


IN THE 


‘NEW TESTAMENT. 


P Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler writes : “ Packed and piled 
with the golden sheaves of many years of thorough 
Bible research, is this precious volume. It is just like 
no other work on the New Testament that we can 
find elsewhere, The vezy things which a minister 
ought to know about the chief words in his New Tes- 
tament h* will beable to learn in thisaMfluent volume, 
Tf busy pastors, who have to fight for time to prepare 
for their pulpits, will find Pus book a ‘ God-send,’ so 
will the army of intelligent Sunday-school teachers.” 

Vol. I.—Synoptie Gospels, Acts of Apostles, 


and Epistles of Peter, James, and Jude. 

Vol, I1.—The Writings of John. The Gos- 
pel, The Epistles, The Apocalypse. 

Vol, IIlI.—The Ej istles of Paul—Romans, 
Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colos- 
sians, Philemon, 

Each volume, large octavo, with over 500 
pages, 

*,* This valuable work will be supplied to 


and Sunday-school teachers at SPECIAL NET RATES. 
Send for full descriptive circular and terms. 
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SEVEN LECTURES ON THE CREDIBIL- 
ITY OF THE GOSPEL HISTORIES. By 
the Rev. Jouw Huenwry Barrows. With Introduc- 
tion by the Rev. F. E. Clark, D.D. 12mo. 75 cents. 


“Wo candid reader can lay it aside without being 
convinced that the fundamental facts on which Chria- 
rests its claims have not been shaken by all the 
al artillery of the ages.’’—The Rev, F. 


BROTHERHOOD. By Mary CRvGER. 12mo. 
ep 


strong, intense, thoughtful story in which the 
difficult Tr of man’s relation to man in various 
phases of social and business life are forcefully pre- 
sented, It is a book full of earnest convictions, of 
sound reasoning, which in no way detract from’ Ite 
interest as a bright, realisticstory of dramatic charac- 
ter and incident. 





ROB: A STORY FOR BOYS. By MaRncarer 
SIDNEY. 12mo. §1.00. 


This is one of those delightful studies of boy nature 
in which Margaret Sidney is so thoroughly ry bome. 
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GO RIGHT ON, GIRLS, By Anniz H. Ryper. 
12mo, $1.00, 


Miss Ryder’s love for girls, her intuitive understand- 
Ing of their needs and tastesyenable her to reach the 
average girl, and influence her for good, as few writers 
for young — cando Her“ Hold up Your Heads, 
Gir had arge and popular audience. This new 
book ‘will appeal to an even larger Class, who cannot 
fail to be deeply interested and impressed. 


SUNDAY ALBUM FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Arranged by the Rev. J. R. Simmons, $1.25. 


The compiler says ina prottory uate “Many con- 
sclentious nts are Sounees o find suitable and 
zee co 1 for their Ay yt girls on 
y afternoons. This book has repare 
with the earnest desire that it might provide | the ehil- 
dren with the means of spending a profitable and 
ou 


easant t 
P'The plan of the book is certainly novel, and em- 
braces an interesting search in the Bible for certain 
words pictorially represented. It deserves to be 
largely popular. 

For sale at the bookstores, or sent, postpaid, by the 
publishers, on receipt of price, 


D. LOTHROP COMPANY, BOSTON. 


SEND FOR SELECT List oF RECENT Books. 


Now Ready—the March Part of the 
Young Ladies’ Journal, 


Containing all the LATEST PARIS FASHIONS, 

IC FASHION HON PLATES of SI FIG- 

U1 RES, and COL®RED FASH BS of. 24 

IGURES, besides numerous Storie< w Music, 
new EMBROIDERY designs, PATTERNS, 8, etc., ete. 
Price, 30 cents. Yearly,¢@4. All newsdealers, or 

THE INTERNATIONAL’ NEWS ©O., New York. 














Four New Novels for 15 Cents. 


4 NEW NOVELS.|5 


All complete in the MARCH NUMBER of the 


FAMILY LIBRARY MONTHLY. 
@nly 15 cents. Of all newsdealers, or 
THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS ©O., New York. 


THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL. 


A oP age g i and completeness is ob- 

tained LENTWORTH BUTLER, D.D., in 

consolidaiing the Gospels, weaving them into a 

— continuous narrative, with exact accuracy 

e use of the text, without adding or ommtns. 

ne Fourfold — 12mo, cloth, 212 rhe! 
t 





with maps, index, Price, 75 cents, 
FUNK & AGNALLS, Publishers, 18 and 20 As’ 
Place, New York. 





WE TAKE FOR o> 
you areanxious to obtain atonce aciearer, 
sive insight into thecontentsof the Bibie. 





50, Send for catalogue to 


Sha J.B. YOUNGS < PS. . Cooper U niom Rew York 





300ks 


New Books every week. 
Catalogue, 132 pages, free; 
not sold by Dealers; prices 
too low; buy of the Pub- 
lisher, Joun B. ALDEN, 
393 Pearl oe New York. 


HARSTER TER 
Beis, it 

east FS e ae 
ri dite! ccf 
jdkspecbentohand guasned pemmbere. 


Samples Free. 
P. J. Van Sean, 60 Ann 8&t., N. Y. 


““OXFORD” 
Tooachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East {7th St., N.Y 


TIBBALS BOOK COMPANY, 
street, 


26 Warren 
Theology, old and new. Sunday-school books, 
Send for catalogues. 


Lowest prices. 
HAVE YOU ‘xocu CitaLocun: 


Our Books are the choicest, and our discounts the 
largest. ns us your address, and it will be sent you 
free. D. R. Nive PusLisuine Co., Albany, N. Y. 


400,000 «: 


kee 
pen CURTIS E PUB.OO. ee 








BOOK 
COVERS 

















otany 
ater in 2 world. “The 
dy anases Home Jour- 


“ae Pa. 





ple oaks free. 


This Bright New 1891 


brightest and best of music, The 2,000.0 
how dian thinadeetioneneas are all invited to pro- 
vide themselves with music or music-books from our 
complete and varied steck. 


aa Send freely for lists and information. 


SOME OF OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


SONGS OF IRELAND. $1.00. Choice revised 
collection of, very favorite songs. 66 songs. 144 pages. 


POTTER’s | Bere Nene AND SEN- 


TENCES., 7% cts.; 5 di L 
collection which wit ‘be, welcomed wae ot 
pieces, with a number of G Glorias, 


More than 60 short 
thants, etc. 


PRAYER AND PRAISE. Cantata. Ballard. 
A «ood and easy cantata, fur a choir or chorus. 50 
cents ; $4.50 per dozen, 


Pay my ar Fithian, Ry pe arom ig 

book of easy and good mi pesteet t 

the masonic ritual. Much needed. 60 “4 Y $6 dod. wi 
COMIC AND MINSTREL SONGS. $1.00. 46 

fel songs, well caiculated io make time pass cheer- 

echicetrsrre ep 

Lu o ular me x 

for violin, with pinto accean re inent. 0. 
MANDOLIN AND DPIAKO eres. We nner. 

About 75 popular airs for mandolin and piano. $1.00 


Any ook matled, postpaid, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSGN COMPANY, Boston, 


C. H. Ditson & Co., 867 Broadway, New York City. 


NEW EASTER MUSIC. 


ALL HAIL. An Bestee corvito ty 5. B. HeRBErt. 
6 cents a copy ; $4.00 per 





EASTER DAWN. A responsiveservice for Easter- 
oar ‘ay F. L. ARMSTRONG. 56 cents a copy ; $4.00 


EASTER JOY. n Easter service by 8. W. 
STRAUB, Scakse Gees #4.00 per 100. 


BISEN. An Easter greetin Grorex C. Hu 
5 cents @ copy : $4.00 per 100, on? - ag 


THE MIGHTY VICTOR. A service for Easter. 

iz we 5 cents @ copy; $4.00 per 100. 

CHRIST THE EXALTED. An Easter service 
aime 5 cents a copy; $4.00 per 100, Is- 


GIFTS OF LOVE. By Txos.0.Conanr. A o 
gle sheet of words and ame 6 cents a copy ; 
cents a dozen ; $1.50 per 100, 


In addition to above, we keep everything pub- 
lished in the way of Easter Services. Don’t scatter 
your orders. You can buy of us at publishers’ lowest 
rates. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
71 Broadway, New York. 


FOR EASTER. 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 


Text by the Rev. C. RB. BLACKALL, 


Editor of Baptist Superintendent and all Sunday-school 
literature of the Baptist Church. 
Music by the Rev. E. 8S. LORENZ. 

This service consists of anew line that will be ap- 
preciated by persons desiring something fresh. The 

music is varied, and music for the Sunday-school not 
atall difficult, It contains music for the infant class 
Sunday school, co’ tion, and choir ; made up of 
solo. di nets, quartets, fu nents 20 with na conse 

rum sie copies, cen ndso 

yeep Single 5 ce ts ach ; 60 Sper 
oroverat 


THE LORD OF GLORY. 4° Be"pervice. 7 


This is an excellent service, and will please all who 

examine it. It has sufficient variety for all schools, 

and may as a whole or selections made from 

~ B. pages. My — 9 ——" Single coples, 5 3 
n Tr dozen; 50 copies or over at 

per hundred. 8 - He . « 


LORENZ & CO., DAYTON, OHIO, 











EASTER SERVICES 
For Church and Sunday-school. — ., / 
Resurrexit (NEW), Price, 6 cents each; 


eget ogra $4.00 per hundred; or 


Immanuel Victorious. ) ©° cents per dozen. 
Address, ASA HULL, Publisher, 
150 Nassau Street, New York. 


eg wh By) 
LIFE FROM THE DEAD, 


G COVENANT. 


VICES for EASTER, containing 
ogy cents per copy; 50 cents 





a oe! by mail, For cents one copy Of each 
w sent. 
OHN J. HOOD, eitttnes.. 





NEW EASTER MUSIC. 
“ECHOES FROM THE FIRST eee” 
An agg Pmt ey vey om. y W.L. 


5 cents each [ny th. 
A list of all the new Easter music issued sent upon 
nest. Order all from one house, Saves trouble 


“doo eres & WOGLOM CoO. 
Nassau Street, New York. 


Scam New Service No. XVIII. Tofts and 

Hazard. He STORY OF Easter. 
Also four other Services. Price, 5c. ; 
100 co! Samples free. Curtis's 
Order of 














Music. orship for 8.8. 46 paces. 
G. C. Huse. rae 5 cents; $4.00 
ATHERED ewes. No. 2. Ror sas 


1s © Institute, NEW YORK CITY, 


A new CONCERT 
SERVICE for Sunday 
ols, by J. H. LMORE. Bright and rin 

ing sausic, and yon recitations. Price, 
per Two new 
Easter, ‘and Telit soits, A Roll the Rock 
mv S and ‘‘Te vy a Her. 
bert. Pri cts. each. dlsioge ” 


THE MUSICAL MESSENGER, 


A new monthly, 32 2 Pages and cover, sheet music 

size, $1.00 per y 3 Instructive reading end 

sper more pages of Mg ey 
c. ssU: 

who ya subscribe ifie conan — 

N. ¥., or 


° Ti, 0. 


NEW EASTER MUSIC! 
CHRIST EXALTED. 2.5°i\ittemstorthe choir: 


* familiar hymns for the co jon; new cho- 
ruses; 5 eats nee Bible n Att whole fee 
ba the Hees r the festiv: Resurrection, 

e Rev. Sones Sgn <2 


- Necti 

ANNUAL Wo. 15. 8% ciftt-pegecotegtion of 

schools, Easter festivals . + ~ RFS ante 
Price of either of the above, 5 cents each by mail; 

per 100 by express, not repaid. Any 

ue oupntio’ atsame oot. 

Send for special catalogue of Easter Anthems for 

your choir. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN CO., 
Randolph St., Chicago. 76 East Ninth St., New York. 


I 


















TER MUS 


Of every description for the Church und Sunday 
School. Complete Lists mailed free to any address 





The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 








21 centa, should fail to find it at ony 
we will send you ks ofthe 
the Rev. A.Sehulize. ZH. 7. iy Ae 
For sale at Wonomaker’s > aivoat D. Lothrop Co's, | 
ton and at all first-class Pe ererote, the 
trade supplied by The J. B. Li Philadel- 
pia,ana The he American News » New York. 


Price, 1c. Cong’!8.S. & Pub. Soc’y; Boston & Chicago. 
EASTER GREETING. 
j= —_—. No 
200, Pi lecChestaut st, ‘Philad’a. 
92 pages. pay 
ee Gives peetect ro we AY “= 
W. W. Wurresey S Ga pablunens Teleds Galas 


go Wabash Ave., 


Ro Wited Aves thicace’ | wk san'sc'Nee Weck? 
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THE MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 


Statement for the year ending December 3ist, 1890. 


Assets, * *. * . . 7 . * 





$147,154,961 20 





Reserve on Policies at 4%, es ed. ©. aigick eee $136,668,368 ¢ 

Liabilities other than Reserve, - eee s ° 505,359 82 
Surplus, from all . 7 ° o 7 _* . 7 . 7 aveveate 4 
Siewtiterdiddes i +... s. } aoe 


Risks assumed, . . . . 49,188 1 
Risksinforcen, . . + + + 206,055 policies, 638,226,865 24 


THE ASSETS ARE INVESTED AS FOLLOWS: 
Real Estate and Bond & a & Bostgare Loans, . . . $76,520,231 72 





United States Bonds and other Securities, .  . - « 61,311,681 54 
Loans on Collateral Securities, e ° 24,400 00 
Cash in Banks and Trust Companies at interest, . « 8,556,441 59 
Interest accrued, Premiums deferred, etc., . . ° - 7,133,256 35 





$14'7,154,961 20 


I have carefully examined the foregoing statement and find the same to be correct. 
A. N. WATERHOUSE, Auditor. 








From the Surplus above stated a dividend will be apportioned as usual. 


The business for 1890 shows INCREASE over that of 1889, as follows: 


In Assets, . . e . $10,753,633 18 
In Reserve on Policies and Surplus, » here. OR one 10,554,001 94 


at oP. 3,859,759 O07 
In Payments to Policy holders, 





Patt Ge SR 1,772,581 67 
e 4,611 policies, 


9,383,502 21 















Risks in force, ° - . 7 *. 23,745 policies, 72,276,931 32 
Risks Risks 
Year. Assumed. Ocumating, . Polllp Hales, Receipts. Assets, 
1884... $84,681,420... 1,789,285. . .$13,928,062 19.. a On 818 41. .$108,876,178 51 
1885... 46,507,189... 868,981,44 . 14,402,049 90.. 4,054 28.. 108,908,967 51 
1886... 56,882,719... 898,809,203 18,129,108 74... at “87 176 67... 114,181 068 24 
1887... 69,457,468... 427,628,988... 14,128,423 60... 28, 119 922 46.. 118,806, 851 88 
1888... 108,214,261... 482,125,184 14,727,550 22... 26,215,982 52.. 126,082,158 56 
1889... 151,602,488... 565,949,984... 15,200,608 38... 31, 119, 019 62.. 186,401,828 02 
1890... . 160, 985,986... 688,226,865... 16,973,200 05... 34, 9,776 69.. 147,154,961 20 
New York, January 28th, 1891. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 
E. Sprovits, | Otrver Harriman, S, Van Renosecazr Crucer.| T Morrorp. 
Rosinson, pot dl W. Smirx. HARLES R. HENDERSON. Wirutam Bascock, 
D. Bascoex, | Roserr OLyeHanr. EORGE I ra 
Cox. “? RoE F. urus W, PrecxwaM, § 
A. McOCurpvy.| Jos. Tompson Hosart Heracx, Avoverus-D; UILLAARD, 
Ho pen. UDLEY OLCOTT. mu. P. Drxow. Car 5, 
ermann C. Von Post.| Freperic Cromwewt. | Rosert A, GRANNISS, Yarns W UsTED 
Avexanper H, Rice. a T. Davizs. Henry Hy, Rocers, AL’ R. Guerre 
May, Sewe.., Jno. W. Aucuincioss, ames E, Granniss. 


ROBERT A. GRANNISS, Vice-PREesipENnT, 


WALTER R, GILLETTE, General Manager. ISAAC F, LLOYD, ad Vice-Presiden 
WILLIAM J. EASTON, Secreta FREDERIC SCHROEDE ER, Assistant Sec’ y. 
ARC iIBALD N. WATERHOUSE, Audi 


EMORY McCLINTOCK, LLD,, F, 1. A., A 
JOHM TATLOCK, Jr., Assistant Actuary. CHARLES B, PERR 


shag iment CROMWELL, Treasurer. 
JOHN A. FONDA, Assiness Treas’ WILLIAM P, SANDS, Cashier. 
DWARD P P. “HOLDEN, Assistant Cashier. 
WILLIAM G, DAVIES, General Solicitor, WILLIAM W. RICHARDS, Comptroller. 


Mepicat Directors: 
E. J. MARSH, M.D, 


rad Assistant Actuar) 


GUSTAVUS S, WINSTON, M.D. GRANVILLE M, WHITE, M.D. 


WILLIAM H. LAMBERT, 
GENERAL AGENT, 


Mutual Life Building, 10th and Chestnut Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


AMERICAN FIRE (WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, | S7sseied TRUST CO, STB6;i06 


OFFICE, COMPANY’S BUILDING, 
308: and 310 Wainut Street, Philadelphia. DENVER, COLORADO, 
i. First Mortgage Loans 


and Cold Debentures, 

Branch Offices : R « State St., Alban y. M. Y.; 40 Wall 
Sts i Y. City; Rialto Bdg., Rosen: Bullitt Bag, 
I’a, Pa.; 28 Cornhill and Lloyds, London, Eng. 


Manhattan Life insurance Co., New Yerk. 
© HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
For bo B , of its operation, address thé com- 


pany, giving your age. 














CAB CA PETA Nig. ooccccccccccoserseseoentennves 
Reserve for Reinsurance and 





march.” 


mM a future as CHICAGO. If 


1 Business Firm. 


99 Washington Street, 


| Can You Spare $75 


For an Investment in Chicago Real 
} Estate? 


uF We are offering just now a choice of some very 

fine lots, in the direct line of ““CHICAGO’S onward 
A payment of $75 down, with three pay- 
» ments of $75 each in six, twelve, and eighteen months, 
will buy. one of these improved lots. 
is no city on the globe which has the promise of suc 


investments in a large or small way, we want to lay 
some facts before you ; we can’t very well do it in a 
newspaper advertisement, but if you will write, mention- 
ing the fact that you saw our advertisement in this paper, 
we will give you full information of what we have to 
offer, or, if you will call at our office, we will show you 
the property. Those who apply first will have the choice. 
If we are unknown to you, consult any Commercial 
Agency, or enquire of any Chicago Bank or prominent 
If you want to borrow money to build 
with on our property, we can furnish it. 


B. F. JACOBS & CO., 


Real Estate and Loans, 






ce eeseSeGe 
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A.B. &E 


Manufacturers of PULPIT "IT SUITS, 
mbrabieas 


One ORCANS 


AUFF aioe, Patinaenns 
Philadel 


pie osm sams 


ouumon LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 
oun Coeanassre Li 


logue ‘aroiaied sailafaction guar we 
wh 96 wont bas 8t.. 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 
Sunda: ‘OS. Baltimore. 
Sisco & Oe itimore, 














vais 





PANELED tee" 
METAL “ive 
CEILINGS 1 


ehurch “create 
ioe oe for cir 

Hy, 8S. Venta, 

1s Rose ‘Street, New York. 














PAYS: 


McALLISTE been 





all other claime........ ................. 1,994, 
Surplus ever all Liabilities....... ase.700.00 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1891, 
$2,950,394.07 

THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. 
RICHARD MARIB, Secretary. 

JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary. 
: DIRECTORS: 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Alexander Biddle, 
John T. Lewie® " Charles P. Perot,” 

Pom 9} &. Gillingham, 


Koken 
n 8. Hetqhinece, _ Sema 
Charlies 8. Whelen. 


OVER 350,000 acres of Choice Farm Lands. Fail 
wre of hg neverknown. Bestall-the- ie wees 
the world: Soilada, toall xindsof farming. ‘Ple 


water. Low prices, and unusuall 
& E. Stumons, sd Coma. C. &N.W, “liberal tarpg 
ARREN LOAN AGENCY, Fairbury, Ne- 
ee money in Nebraska for persons 


it net them 6 to 9 cent. For 
details and references write for circular. 


SHARING IN “pRor RI FE 9 If he does not keep thom. 
10 “7s. Ses, CERTUFICATES Ae 101. @ | Send 3 two-cent stam 
SA 


CERTIFICATES our com sampler of 
NGS. 


can be withdrawn | Postage 16 ct. per Ih feria sell ny 
Express often cheaper. iin'sirest, Boston. 











If so, and desire fashionable 
writing-paper at reasonable 
rices, ask your stationer for 


Boston Bond, 
or Bunker Hill Linen. 





GUARANTEED 6 P. CERTIFICATES. 


om for 











circular. Investments 
RA « notice. H. F. NEWHALL 
So Name Sort 
of ain neapolis, 68 Drexel 





Ee. 
Besta ae tnd tit BELLS 


, Seercien sEceoe AND BELIS. 
Pen Be ye — free, Name this paper. 


Sareea eee and a bere A yf tarm Belle 
Every Cood 


a send for {llustrated 
pn ae Pe meny ety dey 


The rhe BRONSON SUPPLY 00..Cleveland Ohia. 
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
W. BAKER & CO0’S 


Breakfast Cocoa 


from which the excess of oil 
i has been removed, 
Is absolutely pure and 
ét da soluble. 


No Chemicals 


iw, «are used in its preparation. It 

i) has more than three times the 

i strength of Cocoa mixed with 

Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 

and is therefore far more eco- 

nomical, costing less than one 

A centacup. Itis delicious, nour- 

. ishing, strengthening, EASILY 

DIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids 
as well as for persons in health. 


Bold by Grocers everywhere. 
W. BAKER &C0., Dorchester, Mass. 
















c= £4 > 
STEPHEN FWA AN puri No 75 a - can 


mail 
PHILADELPHIA. Ps Phe. 


Better than Tea and Coffee for the Nerves. « 


Van Houtens Cocoa: 


Appetizing--Easily Digested. 


Ask your Grocer for it, take noother. [66 ‘ 











USE The A. B. P. 


BUTTERED 


BAKING POWDER. 


Self-Shortening. 
Needs only to be stirred or sifted with your flour 
before wetting. 
Saves Time, LaAnon, TEMPER, AnD Monny. 
NO GREASY HANDS, 
All Grocers. 
THIS IS NOT A BUTTERED FLOUR. 


A. H. PELOUBET & CO., New York. 
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Roman Catholic party in Mary’s reign 
would stand compromised in that case. 
But his own documents would indicate 
the opposite of his contention. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


For a few weeks only, the statement of cir- 
culation will be omitted, At this season of the 
year, when so many subscriptions expire, it is 
impossible to state accurately, at the time of 
going to press, what number of copies will 
berequired. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 
ing rateis $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each te 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as tt will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on anappearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates, 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, for wakefulness, 
hysteria, and otker diseases of the nervous 
system, 

The Century Co., of New York, will send 


free a little vest-pocket book of golden texts 
and lessons for 1891-92. 


———s 








Deserving of Confidence.—There is no arti- 
cle which so richly deserves the entire confi- 
dence of the community as Beown’s Bronchial 
Troches, Those suffering from asthmatic and 
bronchial diseases, coughs, amd colds, should 
try them. They are universally considered 
superior to all other articles used for similar 
purposes, The late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher 


- said of them: “I have never changed my 


mind respecting them from the first, except I 
think yet better of that-which I began by 
thinking well of. I have also commended 
them to friends, and they have proved ex- 
tremely serviceable.” 








By MARVIN A. VINCENT, , D.D. 


WORD STUDIES 


IN THE 


NEW TESTAMENT. 


P Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler writes: “ Packed and piled 
with the golden sheaves of many years of thorough 
Bible research, is this precious volume. It is just like 
no other work on the New Testament that we can 
find elsewhere. The very things which a minister 
ought to know about tae chief words in his New Tes- 
tament h~« will beable to learn in thisafMfluent volume, 
If busy pastors, who have <o fight for time to prepare 
for their pulpits, will find this book a ‘ God-send,’ so 
will the army of intelligent sunday-school teachers.” 

Vol, I.—Synoptie Gospels, Acts of Apostles, 


and Epistles of Peter, James, and Jude. 

Vol. II,—The Writings of John. The Gos- 
pel, The Epistles, The Apocalypse, 

Vol, III.—The Epistles of Paul—Romans, 
Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colos- 
sians, Philemon, 

Each volume, large octavo, with over 500 
pages. 

*,* This valuable work will be supplied to clergymen 


and Sunday-school teachers ct SPECIAL NET RATES. 
Send for full descriptive circular and terms. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


743-745 Broadway, New York. 
PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND. 


FOUNDED, LONDON, 1865. 

For information as ‘o quarter! statement of discov- 
eries, books, maps, etc. apply, with stamp, to Prof. ssor 
T. F. WRIGHT, Secretary Ur U. &., 38 aincy Street, 
Cambr Mass. 
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BUSHNELL’S 
Perfect Letter Co Copying a 


Are known and used all arene No Press 
uired, Vos pene good ng-ink. ey $1.00. 
Sent by ahi D on rece! 


Leiler size $1 Sashnelt. a7 Ss. 4th Nt., Putte. Pa. 
in White Rag t Paper editions o 
P| & A 'SPOTTISWOO E'S TEACHER’ $ 8 BLES 
in portabi/ity the “ India” editions, at much less 


.50, Send for catalogue to 
Sa BYouNa }& CO., Cooper Union, New York 


Beoks 











Ladies Save Your PIN MONEY and Subscribe for 


Lida and M. J. Clarkson, 
' Eéditors, 
Bingle Copies 1c. $1 per year 


Its leading departments, > 
ten by ladies, are: — Easy Li 






INGALLS 


EASY LESSONS IN 


Drawing & Painting 


By LIDA CLARKSON. 





80NS8 IN ART — FANCY Woux 

AND ARTISTIC NOVELTIES — 4] Price 35 cents. . 
BRvsH STUDIES, illustrated with o person doing, or wishing 
Colored Plates—HomE NEEDLE- to do, DRAWING or PAINTING, 
WORK AND CROCHET — HoOvusE- should nave this book. The Il- 
HOLD DECORATIONS — CHINA lustratio: j 
Painting — Domzstic HELPs wer this Sesh. are ay The 
FOR THE HOME—CORRESPOND- peeseas, See ike all sit ot sane 


ENCE — ANSWERS TO 


Fine Each number is 


SPECIAL 
OFFER! 


Es, 
UFRI iy 


SUBSCRIPTION yy bee 








. . ’ 


CLARKSON'S 
plain that a Shit can ons anbesetans 
and use them. 


We will send this oook, Easy Lessons IN DRAWING AND PAINTING, B, yates 35 
cents, FREE to ony one sending 2c. (stamps tuken) for a THREE months’ TRIAL 
NGALLS’ HOME AND ART MAGAZINE. 


blisher, Lynn, Mass. 








The International Lessons. 


(Pocket 


Edition.) - 


Every teacher should have the pocket edition of the International Sunday-school lessons, 


with both the Common and the Revised Version given in full on opposi' 


posite pages, A little book 


(244 inches) containing all the lessons ef the year, and 52 blank pages for notes, It is printed 
n 


on thin, tough paper, dnd neatly bound in el 


, with side stamp in color and gold. Just the 


thing for those who wish to look over the lesson at odd minutes. Single copy, by mail, twenty- 


five cents; five or more, twenty cents each. 


JOHN D, WATTLES, PustisHeR, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 








FEBRUARY BOOKS. 


SEVEN LECTURES ON THE CREDIBIL- 
ITY OF THE GOSPEL HISTORIES. By 
the Rev. Jounw Henry Barrows. With Introduc- 
tion by the Rev. F. E. Clark, D.D. 12mo. 75 cents. 


“No candid reader can lay it aside without being 
convinced that the fundamental facts on which Chris- 
Uanity rests its claims have not been shaken by all the 
skeptical artillery of the ages.” — The Rev. F. E. Clark, 


BROTHERHOOD. 
ne 


strong, intense thoughtful story In which the 
dificult roblems of man’s relation to man in various 
phases of social and business life are forcefully pre- 
sented. It is a book full of earnest convictions, of 
sound reasoning, which in no we detract from its 
interest as a bright, realisticstory of dramatic charac- 
ter and incident. 


ROB: A STORY FOR BOYS. By Mancarer 
SIDNEY. Imo, $1.00. 
This is one of those delightful studies of boy nature 


in which Margaret Sidney is so thoroughly at pone. 
fa ony the are bere, but alFthe di t chara 





By Mary CRUGER. 12mo. 


e. The story is genuinely heal 
ing. anid will be rad Sot auly With pleas 
ure, ith profit. 


GO RIGHT ON, GIRLS, By Anniz H. RypDeEr. 
12mo. $1.00, 


Miss Ryder’s love 4 girls, her intuitive understand- 
ing of their needs and tastesgenable her to reach the 
average girl, and influence her for good, as few writers 
for M4 py ae cando Her“ Hold up Your H 

Gir, arge and popular audience. This new 
book ‘will appeal to an even large r class, who cannot 
fail to be deeply interested and imp 


SUNDAY ALBUM FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Arranged by the Rev. J. R. Siumons, $1.25. 
The compiler says in a prefatory note: ‘‘ Many con- 
sclentious mts are troubled to find suitable and 
et congen 5 commantion pa gt, bo one —_ on 


8 

with the yoy a that it might peovide the ehil- 
dren with the means of spending a profitable and 
pleasant Sabbath hour.” 

The plan of the book is certainly novel, and em- 
braces an interesting search in the Bible for certain 
words peeneny represented. It deserves to be 
largely popular, 

For sale at the bookstores, or sent, postpaid, by the 
publishers, on receipt of price. 


D. LOTHROP COMPANY, BOSTON. 


SEND FOR SELECT LisT OF RECENT Books. 


Now Ready—the March Part of the 
Young Ladies’ Journal, 








Containing all the LATEST PARIS FASHIONS, 
with GIGANTIC FASHION HiGN PLA‘S of SI FIG- 
R and COLORED FASH EBS of 24 


TIGURES, besides numerous Sto ew Music, 
new EMBROIDERY designs, PATTERNS, ete., ete, 


Price, 30 cents. Yearly,$4. All newsdealers, or 
THE INTERNATIONAL’ NEWS ©O., New York. 





Four New Novels for 15 Cents. 


4 NEW NOVELS. 


All complete in the MARCH NUMBER of the 


FAMILY LIBRARY MONTHLY. 
@nly 15 cents. Of all newsdealers, or 
THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS ©O., New York. 


THE FOURFOLD GOSPEL. 


A f+ ae t -—- 4 and completeness is ob- 
tained by ORTH BUTLER, D.D., in 
consolidating the Gospels, weaving them into a 
— continuous narrative, with exact accuracy 
e use of the text, without ee 3 omitting. 
the Fourfold Gospel.” — = 212 
with ye, index, ete. Price, 7 t free. 
FUNK & AGNALIS, Publishers, 18 ae 
Place, New York 


WE TAKE FOR GRANTED 
you are anxious to obtain at once aciearer,comprehen- 
sive insight eae emg pay 4 the Bible. On receip* “4 
21 ceanta, should | aay so Gnd 3 28 r book: 

s@ 











New Books every week. 
Catalogue, 132 pages, free; 
not sold by Dealers; prices 
too low; buy of the Pub- 


lisher, Joun B. ALDEN, 
393 Pearl ie id York. 


dee eisi 8 iP 


pit 
fist 
i 25 
Pret 4 
Adjustable to fit any size book. 
Also perforated and gummed numbers. 


Samples Free. 
P. J. VAN EvEREN, 60 Ann 8t., N. Y. 


““OXFORD”’ 
Toachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East 17th St., N.Y 


TIBBALS BOOK COMPANY, 
New York. 

it prices. Send for a | ee 
HAVE YOU ‘Hoo CATALOGUE? | 4 


Our Books are the choicest, 
largest. —_ us your ~~ Ha} ft il be sent a 
free. D. R. Niven Pusiisurne Co., Albany, N. Y. 


Thelargest circulation ot any 

400, 000 eng GE in ee, world. “The 
nl Home Jour- 

Pa. 
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BOOK 
COVERS 











26 Warren 
Theoleny, olf old and new. 
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|This Bright New 1891 


needs the brightest and best of music, The 2,000.00 
readers of thisadvertisement are all invited to pro- 
vide themselves with music or music-books from our 
complete and varied steck. 


SOME OF OUR NEWEST BOOKS. 


SONGS OF IRELAND. $1.00. Choice revised 
collection of very favorite songs. 66 songs. 144 pages. 
POTTER’s BRoroxans AND SEN- 
TENCES. 75 cts. ; $6.75 doz, A timely and good 
collection which will be welcomed by many choirs. 
eve he 60 short pieces, with a number of G Glorias, 


arent AND PRAISE. Cantata. Ballard. 
A good and -— cantata, fur a choir orchorus. 50 
ozen, 
PR mrp pe sr be gen Pate hr aony veni- 
book of easy an fect 
the masonic ritual. Mach needed ao wd ited for 
COMIC AND MINSTREL SONGS. $1.00. 46 
fully? songs, well caiculated io make time pass cheer- 
BANNER FOLIO. Violin and piano. Winner, 
Large number of popular melodies, skilfully arranged 
for violin, with piano accompaniment. $1.00, 
MANDOLIN AND PIANO DUETS. Wi 
About 75 popular airs for mandolin and piano. ries 


Any book mailed, postpaid, for retail price, 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, Boston. 


C. H. Drrson & Co., 867 Broadway, New York City. 


NEW EASTER MUSIC. 


ALL MAIL. An Easter seavite by J.B. Hznzerrt. 
6 Cents a copy ; $4.00 per 





EASTER DAWN. A responsiveservice for Easter- 
oar ey F. L. ARMSTRONG. 6 cents a copy ; $4.00 


EASTER JOY. An Easter soxsige by 8. W. 
Srravus. 6 cents a copy; $4.00 per 


RISEN. An as ay eae. Hvaa, 
5 cents a copy : $4.00 


THE MIGHTY a a A service for Easter. 
RT cara 5 cents @ copy; $4.00 per 100, 


CHRIST THE EXALTED. An Faster service 
Loa 5 cents a copy; $4.00 per 100, Is- 


OMe net of wor snd sO contns op 
m 
cents a dozen ; $1.50 per 100. oar wy then a 


In addition to above, we keep everything pub- 
lished in the way of Easter Services. Don’t scatter 


a ‘You can buy of us at publishers’ lowest 
rai 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
7H Broadway, New York. 


FOR EASTER. 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 


Text by the Rev. C. RB. BLACKALL, 
Editor of Baptist Superintendent and all Sunday-school 
literature of the Baptist Church. 
Music by the Rev. E. S. LORENZ. 

This service consists of anew line that will be ap- 
preciated by persons desiring something fresh. The 
music is varied, and music for the Sunday-school not 
atall difficult. it contains music for the infant class 
Sunday-school, co: tion, and choir; made up of 
solos, =. duets, quartets, fu choruses, with inany cases 

oye ee a eens . handsomely 





printed Single copies, 5 cents per 
‘ORD OF GLORY » per hundred, postpeks. 
THE LORD OF GLO An Raster Beivice. B 


. the Rev. E. Batezell. 
This is an excellent service, and will — all wio 
pee ene it. It has sufficient variety for all schools, 
y be used as a whole or selections made from 
it 16 pages, by A —— Single comes, S 
nts ozen ; copies or over at 
per hundred. _ $ ~e 


LORENZ & CO., DAYTON, OHIO, 








EASTER SERVICES 
For Church and Sunday-school. 
Resurrexit Ag We 
Crowned with Glory. 
The Conqueror. 


Price, 6 cents each ; 
$4.00 per hundred; or 
Mighty ctor. mailed, POSTPAID, for 
immanuel Victorious. }) 8° cents per dozen. 

Address, ASA HULL, Publisher, 

150 Nassau Street, New York. 


EMBLEMS OF 
LIFE FROM THE DEAD, 


G COVENANT. 


Three 8 WECED Se for EASTER, containing 
may ron. by Es etc, Price,5 cents per copy; 50 cents 

per dozen. by mail, For 10 cents one copy of each 
w 


JOHN J. HOOD, pitioacipn: 


Philadelphia, 


NEW EASTER MUSIC. 
“ECHOES FROM THE FIRST Seo nee. - 
An agg yom by peed sey ee — By W. L. 


Mason, 5 con wand oy 
A list of all th the new Easter music -—— sent upon 
nest. Order all from one house, Saves trouble 


a onpenee. 
DENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
122 Nassne Street, New York. 


Pilgrim New Service No. XVIII. Tufts and 
Hazard. Tue STORY OF EasTER, 

Pd ~ od yt Services. Sone 
m ~~ 8's 
Music. Onder of Worship 46 paces. 
Price, 1c. Cong'1S 5. & Pub. Goes, Boston & Oblonne. 


Bpaaranm GREETING, 
200, Pi lseChectaut et, ‘Philad’a. 


Price, 5 cents; $4.00 
N , 
ques JEWELS, No. 2. aes.) 




















For Sun- 


dl) 





13 Cooper Institute, NEW YORK CITY. 





panvace cafor Sunday 
ools, by J. LMORE. Bright and ns 
ing music, and ———— recitations. 


. Roll the R 
as hing ws “ ce," by Her 


per 
Away,” and Tell it sho, 
bert. ’Price, cts. each. 


THE MUSICAL MESSENGER, 


A new monthly, 32 2 pages and cover, sheet music 
size, $1. per y z Instructive reading and 
120r more pages ‘Of sheet music, vocal and in- 
strumentaleach issue. pleases copy fi free to those 


h ill subscribe 
F owe OnE Bon, 40 BIBLE Hous BE. ee vm 


acer EASTER MUSIC! 
CHRIST EXALTED. 4 day. y,anthemafor the chat 


* familiar hymns for the congregation; new cho- 
ruses; appropriate Bibie ‘ain a Sittenon whole care- 
othe neon for the festiv: Resurrection, 

Ropert Lowry, ofthe 





ANNUAL No. 15. A% signees soteton o 
schools, Easter fest ras. by our popular 38 


Price of either of the above, 5 cents each by mail; 
per 100 by express, not prepaid. Any p: 
ae supplied at same 
Send for special catalogue of Easter Anthems for 
your choir. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN CO., 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 76 East Ninth St., New York. 








EASTER MUSIC 


Of every description for the Church and Sunday 
School. Complete Lists mailed free to any address 
on application. ADDRESS, 

The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincinnati, 0. 


Root & Sons M 








ee Waiter Co., 


seer | ipo st New Yoek 


qo Wabash Ave.. 
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THE MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 


Statement for the voor ending: Doeumbek biel 1890. 


Assets, o . « . . . . . $147,154,061 20 
Reserve on Policies at 4%, ee a eS Ug eee 
other than Reserv 


Surplus, . 
2 “all * 7 . i o : 7 f . : . é * j ° ] 7 34, 
a ments to ages eg rate 2 . 49 188 . . e 


Risks in force, - «+ « « 806,065 policies, 638,226,865 24 


THE ASSETS ARE INVESTED AS FOLLOWS: 
Real Estate and Bond & Mortgage Loans, . . . $76,520,231 78 











United States a ° ° e - 61,311,681 54 
Loans on Collateral Securities, ° e 8,62 4.400 00 
Gna tn Minttins and Siett Companion pt at interest, eh he 8,556,441 59 
Interest accrued, Premiums deferred, etc. . + + «. 7,133,256 35 





$147,154,961 20 


I have carefully examined the foregoing statement and find the same to be correct. 
A. N. WATERHOUSE, Auditor, 








From the Surplus above stated a dividend will be apportioned as usual. 





The business for 1890 shows INCREASE over that of 1889, as follows: 


In Assets, “Sty OR ae pn SRie gee ia Sere $10,753,633 18 
In Reserve on Policies and Surplus,. . . . -; 10,554,001 94 














InP jo Policy-holders, .- . |. =. se aaae 501 87 
to a . - . . +. . J 
a”... Bel policies, 9,383,502 21 
In Risksinforce, . . . . « 28,745 policies, 72,276,981 32 
Yeu agumed.  Outsranding. Pollzy-Hicider, _-Reeelpts Assets, 
1884... $34,681,420. . . $351,789, 285. . .$13,928,062 19. ..$19,095,818 41. .$108,876,178 51 
r= «- 46,507,189... 868,981,441... 14,402,049 90... 20,214,054 28.. 108,908,967 51 
1886... 56,882,719... 898,809,208... 13,129,108 74... 21,187,176 67... 114,181, 963 24 
1887... 69,457,468... . 427,628,938... 14,128,423 60... 28,119 922 46.. 118,806,851 88 
1888... ; 108, 214,261... 482,125,184... 14,727,550 22... 26,215,982 52.. 126, 082, 158 56 
1889. . . 151,602,488... . 565,949,984... 15,200,608 38.. ’ 81,119,019 62.. 186,401,828 02 
1890... 160,985,986... 688,226,865... 16,973,200 05.., 84,070,778 69. . 147,154,961 20 
New York, January 28th, die 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 
E. Sprovits, | Otrver Harriman, S, Van Rensserazr Crucer.| T: Morrorp. 
NSON, aney W. Smitx. Cuarces R. Bampansen, Witutam Bascock, 
D. Bascoex, | Rosert OLyrHanr. Georce Briss, I “a 
q ‘3 nce F. urus W, PecknaM, g * 
McCurpy.| Jos. Thompson. Hosart Heraucx, Avoustus-D; Jui.iarp. 
= >. Hoipen. upLey OLcoTT. um. P. Drxon. vances S TILLER. 
ermann C. Yon Post.| Freperic Cromwawz. | Rosert A, GRANNISS, qguae UsTED 
Avexanpaer H, Ricz. utiew T. Davizs. Henry H, Rocers, ‘aver R, Gituerre, 
Lewis May. SEweE.. Jno. W. Aucuinc.oss. ames E, Granniss. 


ROBERT A. GRANNISS, Vice-PREsiDENT, 


WALTER R, GILLETTE, General Manager. ISAAC F, LLOYD, ad Vi 
WILLIAM J. EASTON, Secreta: FREDERIC 
ARCHIBALD N. WATERHOUSE, A 


EMORY McCLINTOCK, LLD., F.1.A 
JOH™ TATLOCK, Jr., Assistant Actuary. CHARLES ¥ B, 


hg, on CROMWELL, Treacurer, 
JOHN A. FONDA, Assistant T 

EDWARD P. P. "HOLDEN, Assistant Cash 
WILLIAM G, DAVIES, General Solicitor, WILLIAM W. RICHARDS, Comptroller, 


Mepicat Directors: 
E. J. MARSH, M.D, 


ice-Presiden 
< SCHROEDER, Assistant Sec’ y. 


PER RY, ad Assistant Actuar) 


oN bLtAM P, SANDS, Cashier, 


GUSTAVUS S&S, WINSTON, M.D. GRANVILLE M, WHITE, M.D. 


WILLIAM H. LAMBERT, 
GENERAL AGENT, 


Mutual Life Building, (0th and Chestnut Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


AMERICAN FIRE |WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE 


INSURANCE COMPANY du us ove: 
OFFICE, COMPANY'S BUILDING, sts S06;008 TRUST GO. sid 000 


308 and 310 Wainut Street, Philadelphia. 
er First Mortgage Loans 
@=8- and Cold Debentures, 
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march.” 


a future as CHICAGO, 


Can You Spare $75 


» For an Investment in Chicago Real 
Estate? 


We are offering just now a choice of some very 
fine lots, in the direct line of ‘“‘CHICAGO’S onward 
A payment of $75 down, with three pay- 
ments of $75 each in six, twelve, and eighteen months, 
will buy. one of these improved lots. 
is no city on the globe which has the promise of suc 
If you are interested in safe 
investments in a large or small way, we want to lay 
some facts before you ; we can’t very well do it in a 
newspaper advertisement, but if you will write, mention- 
ing the fact that you saw our advertisement in this paper, 
we will give you full information of what we have to 
offer, or, if you will call at our office, we will show you 
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here certainly 


se Sescocucsucocoe se bese * 
T T 
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the property. Those who apply first will have the choice. 


1 Business Firm. 


B. F. JACOBS & CO., 


Real Estate and Loans, 


+T. 


99 Washington Street, 


4 





If we are unknown to you, consult any Commercial 
Agency, or enquire of any Chicago Bank or prominent 
If you want to borrow money to build 
with on our property, we can furnish it. 


Chicago. 


CT. 


ay 
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Manufacturers of of PuLPrt IT SUITS, 
“Lita, 


One ORCANS 


AUFF Rineet) Patasaeans 
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BiRRES FOR SUNDAY- ‘SCHOOLS. 


List. 
Wet Ste Pala. re 


onunen LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 
een conmnasene 3 en 











timate given Cer and aanipaveuin, 
logue furnished ee 
A. J. WE ER, 
No. 86 Bouth 24 8t.. Philadelphia, Laie 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 
Sunda: ‘OS. Battimore. 
Sisco € B itimore, Md. 


ene eae 








The best for oe, or 
PARALED Give ineasures for for = fo irc. 
CEILINGS 18 Rose 


NORTHROP, 
Street, New ¥ York. 














— Offices : qi State St., Albany. N.Y.; 40 Wall 
eK Y. Cir; ialto Bdg. ’, Boston; Builitt Bdg, 
l’a, Pa.; 28 Cornhill and Lioyds, London, Eng. 
Manhattan Life insurance Co., New Yerk. | bend meta my Gam ay] 
S BAe. LIVED AND WON. for Public Exhibition and Home 
For caemple of its operation, address thé com- Send oe Boman taemene ree 
CASH CAPITAL,. $500,000.00 pany, giving yer age. MCALLISTER, Mis. Optician, 49 Nawan &t., How 
ve for Reinsurance and ee ae ee 
all other claims... 8, 994,685.25 OVER &80, 000 acres of Choice Farm Lands. Faik SHA HANE BELL FOUNDRY 
Surplus over ail Liabilities... . 455,708.82 of crops never known. Bestall-the-year climatein 5 
TOTAL Ass JAN. 1. the world.  gollada adapted toall kindsof farming. Plenty BALTIM fend ta 
ETS, ~ 1, 1891, of water. ces, and d unusually liberal terms. Best qustity © ~ ~ BELLS 
$2,950,394.07 c. a Com. C.& N. W. R’y, Chicago, IL. tc rebet, Scbocle in BELLS. 





THOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice- 
RICHARD MARIB, Secretary. 
JAMES B. YOUNG, Actuary. 


ARREN LOAN AGENCY, Fairbury, Ne- 

braska, loans money in Nebraska for persons 

and makes it net them 6 to 9 cent. For 
details and references write for circular 











7 DIRECTORS: erase er 

Thos, B H. Montgomery, Aletanter 5 P gad If so, and desire fashionable 
Israel! Mo Joseph EK. Gillingham, writing i-paper at reasonable 
Seabees ore Hutchinso Wi D 0 YO UJ ee yg stationer for 

Charlies 8. Whelen. ston L — 
GUARANTEED 6 P CERTIFICATES. or Bunker Hill Linen. 
SHARING in’ PRO 
o 


Tf he does not keep them, 
send 3 Lr mf SS oe for 

our complete samples of 
representing over 250 


10 PEK ones CERT cere AT 101. 
INSTALMENT CER ES FOR 


paper re 











Send for circular. Investments can be withdrawn Postage is 16 cts. per Ib. x= varie on whieh we sell h 
30 Ly, fly eo NEWHA Man Wak ¢ ANUE 
Eastern Ofiee Home Savage and gat dwocint Express often cheaper. Ai Go. si ‘ 
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Every Cood 


houseiocngy send fllustrated 
circular moony ih ode Gectinn Utensila, 














GoLp MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
W. BAKER & COS 


Breakfast Cocoa 


from which the excess of oi} 
has been removed, 

Is absolutely pure and 
tt is soluble. 


No Chemicals 


are used in its preparation. It 
has more than three times the 







strength of Cocoa mixed with 
m Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more eco- 
nomical, costing less than one 
centacup. It is delicious, nour- 

' ishing, strengthening, EasIty 
DIGESTED, and admirably adapted for invalids 
as well as for persons in health. 


Bold by Grocers everywhere. 
W. BAKER &CO., Dorchester, Mass. 








EVERY FAMILY 
SHOULD HAVE IT 


Naas ern 


re pomp 


ee 
een Phe. 


Better than Tea and Coffee for the Nerves. 


Van Houtews Cocoa: 


Appetizing--Easily Digested. : ‘ 


Ask your Grocer for it, take noother. [66§ 





















USE The A. B. P. 


BUTTERED 


BAKING POWDER. 


Self-BShortening. 
Needs only to be stirred or sifted with your flour 
before wetting. 
Saves Time, Lanon, TEMPER, AND Monny. 
NO GREASY HANDS, 
All Grocers. 
THIS IS NOT A BUTTERED FLOUR. 


A. H. PELOUBET & CO., New York. 
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_ PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY TIMES is | panes weekly 
atthe peewee. for either old or new subscrib- 
ers. These include postage: 

ONE COPY, one year, $1.50 
Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance,.. 5.00 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in adv 
SCHOOL CLUBS. 
set of teachers, or of scholars, 
as many copies as may be de 








yearly club rates: 
hag yo than one) malled 
to 00 each. 
or more copies in a package to one address, 
Wecents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
oat = only, and no names can be written or 
i 


mn the separate pepers. 
The for Scled may be ordered sent pertiy 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
kage to one address, at 50 cents each, when 80 de- 


@ papers fora clab should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, 
the papers will be sent accordingly. ‘I'his applies to 

kage clubs, at the fifty-cent raie, to the extent that 
tge cute mm Aaa divided into packages of five or 


FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies pad for in aclub ofeither 
. The free copies for Reckege clubs cannot 

be sent separately, but will be Included in the 


aftions may be made at any timé to a club—such 

tional subscriptions to expire at the same time 

the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 
be the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 

ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 

eas the papers may be required. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately. at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
et may have the address changed at any time 
without charge. Members of package clubs do not 
have this privilege, but any such may have his paper 
chan m the package to an individual ' 
by paying Le | cents, the difference in the price of the 
two classes of subscriptions, or may order an extra 

of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 
rate of three cents a week for a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

Subscribers asking té have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 

ice to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
ceunty and state. 

a club subscription is renewed by some other | ami 
son than the one who sent the ~—- subscription 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating tha’ 

Te Faw quisoren for takes the place of the one 

MEA last VEAT DY..........0000-ereerseeeeernnnseeneene 

The paper will ni be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 

for & club will invariably be discontinued at the 

ration of the subscription. Renewals should 

Enov os aod yeep issue of the paper to en 

copies of any one - 
able all the teachers ot a school to examiue it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced ig the niversal Postal 
the Sowing rates, ich include postage: 
copy, one year, shillings. 
‘Two or more Copies, one year, shillings each, 
ministers and missionaries, 
one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
To secure the above rates for two or morecopies, the 
papers. must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
t either sing! 
kage to 


of the 
at 


y to the Individual addresses, or in a 
: eens | address, whichever may be preferred 
@ subscribers. 

‘yor Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
pa to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
Sabet bers. 


ri . 
_ JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Phijadelphia, 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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=JOAP = 
R CLEANSING THE SKIN AND SCALP OF 
infants of birth humor, for allaying itching, 
rritation, and inflammation, for age the first 
symptoms of inherited skin diseases, the Curicura 
MEDICATED TorLet SoaP is absolutely priceless, 

It keeps the pores open, the oil glands and tubes 
active, and thus furnishes ‘an outlet for morbid or 
refuse matter of the system, which, if retained 
would give rise to rashes, fevers, etc. By reason of 
its antiseptic properties it neutralizes un wholesome 
influences of impure air and water, 

For preserving, freshening, and beautifying the 
skin, for imparting a velvety softness and shell-like 
transparency to the complexion and hands, no 

roduct of recent science can possibly equal the 
Coricuna MEDICATED TOILET Soap. 

Sold everywhere, Price, 5c. Prepared by the 
Porrer Drve AND CHEMICAL COKPORATION, Bos- 
ton, Mass, 

aa Send for ‘‘ How to Beautify the Skin.” 


BABY'S Sie by Gonevaa MuocataD oan 


M. FERRY & CO. 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Seedsmen in the world 


CLEANSES 


re 


PRESERVES 


=~ 


Teitittee 


BEAUTIFIES 


Spe he Jape poy 
ACTURERS Yin] J 
THE CELEGRATED HOYT: Ge 


D YOU ever plant seeds and then wait sadly for the green 
leaves that never came ? Burpee’s Seeds are not that kind 
You plant them: ‘they grow. 


That's one reason why 


Burpee’s mail order seed business is the largest. 
The Five Finest Nov- 


agni 


flowers all summer ; 
New Fancy 


Pansies, 
special selection of 


brightest and best; 
Golden Gate 


and 


Poppies, 
gorgeous flowers of ev- 
ery conceivable shade ; 


Fringes 
tar Phiox, 


elegantly fri 
ers of star- 


Eckford's 


Sweet Peas, 
novelties, 


decided 


ed fi 


Burpee’s 


Fn me new friends 
ts ~ ees 
ALL FIVE 

of these novelties, 


Cannas, 
Pansies, 





Seeds 


Poppies, 
Phiex, 
Peas, . 
For 26 Cents— 
13 two-cent stamps. 
Full directions for cul- 
ture on each package, 





Grow! 


If you do aot wale all 
five, send us 16 cents 


for = veg And 
Burpee’sSeeds 
GROW ! 





Don’t buy dead seeds 
at the store, but order 
direct 


from Burpee. 


Let us mail you a copy of Burpee’s Farm Annual for 1891. 168 pages, richly 


colored plates. 


Information about Rare Novelties and Premiums, Free to any 


Flower or Vegetable Grower who intends to buy Seeds, Bulbs or Plants, Write to-day. 


“por W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


WANT 





Bes Tenia ara 


PETER 


To 


HENDE 


A NAME 


apetauipe 


‘NEW TOMATO 


Jib L 





of *RtLANOT 5 
Cos NEW YORK 





PEOPLE ALWAYS LATE ?—They never look ahead nor think. 
season, run to the for 
what they will want 


prizes at one of 
lade in diff-rent shane from ever before ; too pares 84 xrol4 inches. JAMES VICK, 








grocery 
for the garden. If it is Flower or V: 


—A\' 


their seeds, and then 


t over it for 12 


catal contains 3 colored plates. $200 in cash 
the State Fairs. . Grand a, chance for all. 
N, Rochester, N. ¥. 





r 10 PXts. Flower Seeds, 10e. 5 Pxts. Vegetable 
Seeds, 10e, Cut. free. J.J. Bev, Windsor, N. Y. 
re ra iat han i 


scriptive price list free. 


Opi roetela dite 


ers ascheap,all makes 
Bouse, 


free. 


Hasan és 


2ateoman. pera cons LEAR 


or2d hd, lowest 
» 7 OSs, 





Fegertecnnaatsertihoorertaventat, 
Was! and dishes perfectly in five 

minutestime A complete success. Tremen- 

dous ye | made, Three for 
smallest families to ree hotels. 
terms. n money. 
Recompedion, fen ertetrs 


The Geo. H. Rewell Co., Uevetand , 





In ordcring goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised ta this pap-r, you will oblige the 
publisher, as well as the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


SEE cane 


JORDAN. 
[By Thomas T. Lynch.) 


Jordan, O thou crooked river, 
Flowing to the sunken sea, 

Filled with lightsome living waters 
Troubled in Lake Galilee ; 

Ever onward, downward, hasting 
To the abyss whose bitter waves 

Soon, thé living waters tasting, 
Dying, sink into their graves, 


Forth no more thou goest, river, 
From thy grave, the sunken sea; 
Breaking through the bars of desert 

Shall a bitter stream go free? 
Heavy now thy lightsome waters, 
Salt as penitential tears, 
Shed by Israe!’s sons and daughters, 
Grieving for the wayward years, 


Srimming river, ancient river, 
River dear to hearts thai love, 
Can it be that thou hast perished? 

No, the mighty sun above 
To the sea of death is giving 
Vapor’s resurrection dress, 
And thy waters rising, living, 
Leave behind their bitterness, 


Israel, thy course was wayward; 
O, my soul, and so is thine; 
But the brightness everlasting 
Makes the dead sea smile and shine: 
a we die because of sinning, 
Falling towards a dark abyss, 
Yet our end may be beginning 
Of our rising into bliss, 


Arrowy river, happy river, 
He who on Gennesaret’s lake 
Firmly trod when waves were vossing, 
Calmed their trouble when he spake, 
Was he not baptized within thee 
Ruler of the sunken sea? 
He has power from death to win thee; 
He has risen, and so shall we, 





THE TRUE STARTING-POINT. 


[By Adolph Monod.] 


There is no peace for the man who takes 
himself for his starting-point. There is 
always room to fear that he is deceiving 
himself; heis troubled, and often in error, 
because the human will and human inter- 
ests are subject.to many errors; he has no 
rest, he excites himself, he torments him- 
self, and inspires with deep compassion 
those who, seeing the strong desire that 
he has to glorify God, see at the same 
time the accumulation of obstacles that 
he places in his path by his want of sim- 
plicity; while, on the other hand, when 
we look to God alone, we cast all our bur- 
den upon him, and he sustains us. 

And more. If my projects emanate from 
myself, they may be impracticable. Per- 
haps I would follow some career of which 
I cannot bear the expense; or I would be 
a painter, and my sight fails me; a sur- 
geon, but my hand lacks steadiness; then 
ig my career spoiled, and I am inconsol- 
able. But there is no possibility of a 
spoiled career if my projects are made 
according to God’s plan forme. For then 
this very impossibility that I find in doing 
what I had at first proposed proves to me 
that’it is not that to which God calls me; 
and the infirmities, even, that stop me, are 
so many lights by which God reveals my 
true work tome. If we act in this spirit 
(I say it with reverence), our work is more 
God’s affair than ours,—hbis work, and not 
our work; and the activity, the personal 
exertion, which he always demands of us, 
consists only in a faithful and uuquestion- 
ing obedience. In that we shall find deep 
peace; God cannot mislead us, 

Often we are agitated by the thought 
that we are not doing enough, or that we 
are not doing the work that God has given 
us to do. I remember particularly how 
much, during the first weeks that followed 
the final decision of my physicians, I was 
troubled by the thought that my work 
was not done. By the grace of God I have 
been delivered from such thoughts; I have 
learned that it is not a question of my 
work, but of God’s; and I am thankful 
that by the very sufferings and afflictions 
that he has sent me, and by the hope of 
eternal life to follow them, the good Lord 
has brought me to the exercise of another 
ministry, probably more important than 
the one which I proposed to myself, and at 
all events more sure, because comin 
me more directly from the hand of God, 
which constrains me mercifully to walk in 
this path for his service and glory... . 

There is great peace in seeking one’s 
plan only from God, and in following it 
to the renunciation of one’s own; and 
there is no peace elsewhere, i 
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An enormous number! WNo other 
Organ has been se popular. No other 
Organ has had such a sale. 

‘We want to secure the best concep- 
tion of 200,000 Organs. We ask some 
reader ofethis paper to give us an 
illustration of the number 200,000 
which will show how great it is. 

Here is one specimen illustration. 


“ Those organs placed on top 
of one another would extend 








200,000 | "== PIANO 




















Write us. We will SEND our 


100-PAGE CATALOGUE FREE, 


giving valuable information. We 
make it easy to deal with us 
WHEREVER YOU LIVE. Our prices 
are MOST REASONABLE for 
Strictly FIRST-CLASS PIANOS. WE 


SELL ON EASY PAYMENTS. 


a We take OLD PIANOS in Exchange, 
EVEN THOUCH YOU LIVE TWO 
THOUSAND MILES AWAY. We guar- 
antee satisfaction, or Piano to be 
returned to us AT OUR EXPENSE for 
RAILWAY FREIGCHTS BOTH «WAYS. 


tive fines « high_e or | (VERS & POND PIANO CO.s227fsisnuee 











atmosphere above the earth.” 





This is a good Dilustration. Perhaps 


For Scholars. 











you can do better. Will you not try? The Scholar’s Magazine. A 32 page monthly publication, containing wholesome home read- 
eee ing for the scholars; also the.International Sunday-schoo! lessons. It embodies a new idea in Sunday- 
: school literature, and is meeting with a mys A welcome. Subscription price : Twenty-five cents a year ; 
ESTEY ORGAN C0. Brattleboro VL for five or more coptes, in a pac to one oddress, one cent each per month, or twelve cents per year. 
de te ’ Specimen copies free, 
ne ag You The Scholar’s Lesson Guide. Issued quarterly. 16 pages. A brief help to the study of the 
Branch tary 7th Street International Sunday-school lessons. In the preparation of this quarterly, the aim has been to present 
Offices: cetera Ces, a brief and simple plan of lesson study which the scholar would yndertake, rather than a complicated 
: 16 ore Olive i Leste. oe aioe ay would 5 alone. Itis — by . sy beeps at lesson- pane sy is cheaper, io 
sson Leaves. ve or more copies, in a one address, one cent eac: r quarter ; four 
acme amp Broad Sts., Atlanta, Ga. cents each per year. Specimen copies | free, — vena 
wif? ere eae Book of Facts (con- JOHN D. WATTLES. Pustiswer, 1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ___ 
with 46 illustrations) | == — — 
entitled, Hou ow Large is 200,000, ES 


Saed dedes ane 4099 10 cus 





CORNISH njustrated cataiowve 3 ~Rend for 3 BOVININE » 


ORGANS “Fc... | lata \ heeled 





‘SEELEY'S HARD- RUBBER TRUSSES 


i tomar) on UES | SEVERE 
YJ eae! ATTACK OF 





ogy 





t —- the moss tuns.5 eos whan. 2 


Si, A CONDENSED | FOOD _ 


J 





INPUUENZA, OR “TA GRIPR? 


used in bathin ; and Ating perfecty ‘othe "form of | always leaves the system in a -B 0 y | N | NE- _ The TONIC na 


,jnowt delicate indy, or a weak and exhausted eondition. 


NUTRIENT, will 


bate & Daly nye reliable: | alleviate the feeling ef lassitude and depression, and tone up both body and 
Wr Biiee OR RUPTURE A ae Tae mind to their normal state. Ask your physician about it.; C.M. HURLBURT, 


ow Redhat ot. 
ance ee ee W. H. Pancoast, 





Horton, and Surgeon-Generals of the U, & Army and Navy. | Tequiring a gentle stimulant, combined with food ef a highly nutritive quality, 


Price List ct unre Treatment “9 or Rupture and 


Po ee ee Phils..Pe | BOVININE. a 


*,. Bro, Boye M. D., of South Dennis,” Maks., writés: “I am convinced that for a pergon 


eee | I ha¥e never found an article so eminently fitted to fill that plate as your 








7 AND IN 
ey combine GANCE, DURAB 
MODERATE PRICES. Among the many other IM. 
PROVEMENTS which they contain, are the PATENT 
REPEATING ACTION, producing a touch as delicate 
as that of a Concert Grand Piano; the CAPO D’ASTRO 
BAR, which sustains that beautiful singing quality of 
tone, so wanting in most Upright Pianos; the MOUSE 
PROOF PEDAL, which is an absolute protection 

















against mice getting into pianos and making hayoc 
with the felts, Sold on the most accommodating terms. 
Delivered in your house FREE OF EXPENSE and 


satisfaction guaranteed. Old instruments taken in 
exchange. Comegeas and full information mailed free, 


VOSES SONS PIA NO 4 Go 


170 TREMONT ST. RC 

















AND PHOSPHATES OF 





For Consumption, Coughs, Colds, Asthma, 
Bronchitis, Debility, Wasting Diseases, 
and Scrofulous Humors, 

Almost as palatable as cream. It canbe taken with 
pleasure by delicate persons and children, who, after 
using it, are very sas of it. It assimilates with the 
food, increases flesh and appetite, builds up the 
nervous system restores energy to mind and y, 
creates new, rich, and pure blood,—in fact, rejuve- 
nates the whole system, 


FLESH, BLOOD, 
NERVE, BRAIN. 


This apreperption 's far superior to all other prepara- 
tions Cod-liver Oil; it has many imitators, but no 


equals, The results following its use are its best recom- 
mendations. Be sure, as you value your a and 
et the genuine. Manufactured ‘Seid by Dr, Aexr. B. 
ve by all Warageiate 


bor, Chemist, Boston, Mass. Sol 
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A cough or cold 
is a spy which 
has stealthily e 
come inside the 


lines of health 





ona 


and is there to discover some vulnerable point in the fortification of the 
constitution which is guarding your well-being... That point discovered the 


spy reports it to the enemy on the outside. 


The enemy is the changeable 


winter climate. If the cold gets in, look out for an attack at the weak point. 
To avoid this, shoot the spy, kill the cold, using SCOTT’S EMULSION 
of pure Norwegian Cod Liver Oil and Hypophosphites of Lime and Soda 
as the weapon. It is an expert cold slayer, and fortifies the system against 
Consumption, Scrofula, General Debility, and all Anamic and Wasting 


Diseases (specially tn Children). 





their taking cold.. Palatable as Milk. 





SPECIAL.—Scott’s Emulsion is non-secret, and is prescribed by the Med- 
ical Profession all over the world, because its ingredients are scientifically 
combined.in such a manner as to greatly intrease their.remedial value. 





Renwaueg Chemists, New York. 





Especially helpful for children to prevent 


CAUTION.—Scott’s Emulsion is put up in salmon-colored wrappers. 
Be sure and get the genuine. Prepared only by Scott & Bowne 
_ All Druggists. 


































O’NEILL, 
Sixth Avenue, 20th to 2ist Street, New York. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 
CATAL OGU SE. 


We beg to inform our many friends and patrons that the 
Spring Edition of our MWlustrated Catalogue, illustrating 
and describing our many departments, will be ready about 
April 1. -Sent free of charge upon application. Send in your 
name at once, as the issue will be limited. 

















Absolutely Pure. 


5 A cream of tartar baking powder. Highest 
“HE THAT WORKS HH. Oo Ni iLL & CO., of all in leavening strength.— U. S. Government 


Report, August 17, 1889. 
‘without tools is twice tired.” 


EDUCATIONAL. 
ae eras fae Seek. wih SIXTH AVENUE, 20th and 2ist STREET, “DO NOT STAMMER.” 
her house by keeping ‘t plean. Den't be foolish N EW YORK . ieee ow bag earn 8 of the fect that le 
and try to clean house without Sarexio. Quick eave 


produced ms aoe ee Sammeering. 

Ts most tru OHN WANAMAKER, 
ry~rrrrereefefeeeee#eeerwrwewerrrerewreeertrgTjgTgjTjT't ttt" 'tTv'T" "TT" *" 
work can be done with Sarotro. Common soap 


and elbow service belong to the past generation. ; Refer also to J. D. Waities, publisher of The Sunday 
Hints on Child -T raining. 


School Times, 
By the Rev. H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.D. 























Send for hlet to E,. 8, JOHNSTON'S 
Bustituse: thd ooctee Garden Sts., Phila., Pa. 


A STAMMERING. Causes 


Cerreetion,’’ with references 
cured, E. J. E. THORPE, Newton Ce Senate 


STAMMERING, oo Cure e euaranteed | in in ail curable 
Bedford igriimonisig BERS SOR New eo 


THE THOMAS FOREIGN TOURS. 


Summer programs now out, Trips from $350 up- 
Address, 
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This work is the ripest result of the lifetime study and ex- 
perience of a Christian educator, in the sphere of the home train- 
ing of children, as distinct from their teachings in the week-day 
school or the Sunday-school. Every precept in its pages has been 
tested by the principles of Christian philosophy and by actual 
experiment in more than one generation of little ones. 


The Christian Register, of Boston, says: “ This book is not the work of 
a theorist. The author explains that these hints had been arrived at by 
induction and practical experience. They are marked throughout by wisdom 
and kindliness, and a sympathy and interest in child-life. There is as much 
difference between the method of child-training presented in this book and 
that of the old régime as between the old and brutal methods df horse- 
breaking and those of Baucherand Bartholomew. Dr. Trumbull's object is, 
not to crush the child's will, but to train it. He respects the individuality of 
the child, and finds that letting alone as a means of child-training is as 
important as more positive means. The spirit of the book throughout is 
beautiful and helpful. It is really a volume for the training of parents and 
teachers. Those who have not had experience with children, as well as 
many who have, will find its pages full of interest and suggestion.” 


A book of over 300 pages, size 7345 % inches, beautifully 
bound in cloth and gold. Price, $1.00. For sale by booksellers, 
or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. Canvassers wanted. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Pustisuer, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ward. 
Rev. C. F. THOMAS, D.D., 
1606 Wallace Street, Philadelphia. 
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The PICTURES being protege at present—as they 
are MORE A ea CilVE and ARTISTIC 
tha ever beft ro 
METER: s “ 1307,” ** PIQUET,” “ POST 
ORSES,” and all'of his best works. 

DENDY 4S SABLE ER's productions; all be beautiful, some 
humorous and sentimen 

L, ALMA TADEMA’S compositions all ofthe highest 


A BONHEUR’S WORKS. 
Also OTL PAINTINGS, the best WATER COLORS, 
ETCH AND DP ERGRAVINGS CAR 


K on BIBLE PROPHECIES FACSE MILES, Etc. A FU ink 
AGENTS WAI TED eects JAMES S. EARLE & SONS, 
U go be rT. F 
As . 


___No. 816 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, 
JAMES McCREERY & CO., Lt ‘Gireulare and Terme . 


THE CLEANFAST 
HOSIERY CO. 
aa 8 New York; 
t, Chicago; 


ame 
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Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Gocds, USE A BINDER. 

Broadway. Lf Eleventh wm ry oe York. Re a SAMANTHA AMONG THE BRETHREN. r A great many of the readers of The 
DRY GOODS, etc. Wars Geates ocid in ten ae Teent | Sunday School Times wish to preserve 

Samples cheerfully sent. Send for price lists of any- So conte, Address, HH €O., Pub- their papers and have them in convenient 


A. D. : : form for reference. The Binders now 
Ciiitie's'sout, weeckiges s. £ — =. 


xWws ' WANTED = eqow A offered are on same manufacture as 

MY FOOT- furnished during the past three years 
WEAR. * fe those fur ring 

ECONO af Red ba wil | oo , anne WATSOW’ TLAS,” and which have given such good satisfac- 

besent PREM. Send name and address plainly on ri . 2 OE Wabeck-ave:Okteags tion. The papers can be placed in the 

ee ee : . binder week by week. The volume is 


Dr. WARNER’s CELEBRATED Cors- : = ae not cramped at the back as when the old 
Link Corsets are the best. Over 14 mil- >~ “GOL DEE style of binder is used, but opens wide and 


lions sold in this country alone. vs ‘* HUNTING CASE —_ id flexible-sewed book. 


vate ith the expectation - in many 
Rar See Name ett EVER READ cases, club subscribers will be glad to 


beck FEE anteed ; order the Binder through the one who 
Frick oar ST Avetn os : forms the club, the price has been made 


very low when two or more of them are 
7mm EASY and PERPETUAL ordered. 
press, $8. — \A\: reins the eNew My Frame y AGENTS With b Tre Sryzes. 
nting and . 
for 
































Ww metic Co rere at ee Ful) cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 
a 


‘spa 
Gi: : | to any odidvess ,% if mailed, 15 cents 
ad aver eh sing. : Apply for terms terms to these Sexe sat uae mnt. one cents, and, ed, 


money » WESTERN OORSET CO., 
grinding oth- 


—-* Two or more, 60 centseach. If mailed, 15 
at. Lowtn, Me. } Bh S satisrarcory be cents each additional. 


Ln Cloth and futler’s board, flexible. An 
@= anted At AGENT Sac ‘ excellent Binder, akhough very plain. 





LT) aeaa the ty 1 
for wre bor of it eee. ‘o Single one, 50 ceuts, and 10 cents additional 


+s BROS. STEEL PENS wnt ersrere an hwo of more, 40 cents each, and, if mailed, 








ki 10 cents each additional. 
$500 to $1500 for ua. Serres any The flexible Binder makes a handier 
af Stamp not rea aired for answer, JOHN ©. We volume for the reader, while the stiff 
WINSTON & CO. Pubs, Philadelphia and Chlengo. ’ Binder may be someon ae for the 
” The Best, | permanent preservation of the papers. 
$60 tyre at a — nosrr BAGGY KNEES | Pant PENN WATCH CO., Address, John D. Wattles, 1031 Walnut 


National Me eLid 716, 717, &719 Se ctenal hen MS RELY 713 Washington Si, Boston, I" | wos. rumvere “pumaveceilia. | Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


eRe 























‘The Sunday School Times intends te admit only ertisements | trust’ Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted. 
7 = the publisher will iil refund * to subscribers any money tha: they lose thereby. 





